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“Then the Lord formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his 

nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.”  - Genesis 2:7 (NIV) 
 

The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit may be part of your life.   
 

The Hebrew  word for “the breath of life” in Genesis 2:7 is Ruah. It bears the basic meaning of wind or breath, 
but often translated as spirit.  In Genesis, God creates man by breathing into his nostrils God’s own breath.  I love this verse as it re-
minds me that indeed, we are created in the image of God by receiving God’s own breath.  It is a divine act that gives life to humanity.  
It is an act of love from our Creator. 
 

As I am writing today, my heart aches as the life of George Floyd was cut short.  There is a hymn in the United Methodist Hymnal that 
perhaps many congregations will sing on Sunday during the celebration of Pentecost.  I am sure many of you know it: 
 

“Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew. . .”  -  UMH #420 
 

We all know that breathing is essential to live.  That is of course breathing as we know it; we inhale and exhale, in and out each day.  
We take breathing for granted.  On average, we take about 23,040 breaths a day.  I will always remember that first time my daughter 
took her first breath when she was born, and then she began to cry like most newborns do.  But for me, hearing her crying was one of 
the happiest moments of my life. 
 

On the other hand, there is another type of breathing that is even more essential; the act of breathing is also a metaphor for the activ-
ity of the Holy Spirit.  Ruah is also translated as spirit.  The Spirit of God’s breathing as the breath of life into the lives and hearts of 
the people of God.  The divine air is the Spirit of God.  This divine air, we inhale and exhale to the point that many times we take it for 
granted.  Imagine inhaling the very image of God.  Imagine exhaling God’s love to all. 
 

“Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure. . .” 
 

I thought of the words of this hymn when I read about the final words of George Floyd, who died in Minneapolis on Monday, “Please,, 
please—I can’t breathe!”  My heart aches as I pray for George.  My heart aches as I pray for those policemen who were involved.  My 
heart aches for hatred and injustice.  My heart aches as I sing: 
 

“Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am wholly thine. . . “ 
 

My we breathe desperately for the kind of repentance and transformation that is so 
needed. 
 

May we breathe deeply for holy justice in a nation and church that will be tempted to 
overlook all that George Floyd’s death represents. 
 

May we breathe relentlessly against the ugly and dehumanizing manifestations of sys-
temic racism. 
 

May we breathe fervently the Breath of God for George Floyd and for a fallen world 
that groans for a better air. 
 

May we simply breathe the breath of God, the Ruah. 
 

May we inhale God’s breath, and may we exhale God’s amazing love into the world.  
 

“Breathe on me, Breath of God, so I shall never die. . .” 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                              In Christ,   Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez 
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A First Century Do Over?   
 

                       “After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.” 
 

“They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus and his brothers.” 
 

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled 

with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles.  All the believers were together and had everything in com-

mon.”                                                                                                                                                                       Acts 1:9, 14; 2:42-44  

 

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Are we not in a similar situation to that of the first century church?  Christ has been brutally executed, hurriedly pulled from the cross and buried 
without ceremony or ritual, and then as he has promise, he rose from the dead to walk among us for forty days, and now he has ascended to the 
throne of God.  Their lives (and ours) as the disciples would never be the same.  Now what? 
 

We, too, are facing the “now what” of a ministry in upheaval and change.  Our dependence on church buildings and facilities as a foundation of our 
practical ministry is shattered.  Over the last few months we have learned to worship together without the buildings. . .apart, dependent on fickle-
ness of technology links to carry out leadership, message and care. 
 

Now we begin the time of venturing out, crawling ever so carefully back into our churches searching for each other and the presence that the old 
sanctuary experience assured.  But after this time apart, will we ever recapture the ministry of the old. . .do we need to? 
 

Think of the Apostles for a moment, fresh from the Ascension on Mt. Olivet. . .life will never be the same for them, (nor for us).  Their world is 
turned upside down.  Jesus is gone, returned to the Father, and now they wait, but for what do they wait?  Jesus’ immediate return?  Yes, of 
course, but until then, what?  The promised advocate, counselor, the Holy Spirit?  Yes, but what does that mean?  While there are a lot of ques-
tions and faith-driven assumptions, there are not many cold hard facts.  So together they wait for answers in the coming of the Spirit. 
 

Like our ancestral fore-bearers in faith, today we too, are left with a lot of questions and assumptions in the coming of the Holy Spirit.  And in the 
aftermath of COVID-19 pandemic, we may find ourselves without the trappings of “that old time religion”, trying to put this new religion of cyber-
ministry into our wine skins of old. 
 

“And no one pours new wine into old wineskins.  Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins; the wine will run out and the wine-

skins will be ruined.  No, new wine must be poured into new wineskins.  And no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for they 

say, ‘The old is better.’”  Luke 5:37-29 
 

The message here is clear.  We have to find us some new wine skins.  The old is gone or at least wearing out, and the new is upon us.  We will 
need to be patient with each other as we go forth in this new Way.  Although some will have a difficult time accepting the new. . .we have no 
choice if we are to go and make disciples, to baptize and teach all nations in this new normal.  Times have changed. . .and so must the church. 
 

For now, we are without the mainstay of communal worship in our sanctuary, no more to gather as brothers and sisters in Christ comfortably in 
person or proximity, but only in the presence of the Spirit.  Is this not the same worry and anxiety of the first century church, stripped of the famil-
iar, relying on Spirit to guide us in the very same fashion as the early church?  The early church learned to rely on each other, “They all joined 

together constantly in prayer. . .They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking bread and to 

prayer. . .All the believers were together and had everything in common.”  So too today, with the grace of God, we have learned, and 
learned quickly, to use the technological gifts of the kingdom of the world to lift our Savior in praise and thanksgiving.  All be the Glory! 
 

My Brothers and Sisters, this is a time to relaunch and recover; with everything of the Spirit in common. . .a fresh start in ancient wisdom, in the 
new ways of church. . .a first century do over. . . 
 

May  the words of the hymn, “We Are the Church”  (UMH #558) be the clarion of our call! 

 
      “I am the church! 
      You are the church! 
      We are the church together! 
      All who follow Jesus all around the world! 
      Yes, we’re the church together! 
 

      The church is not a building, 
      The church is not a steeple, 
      The church is not a resting place, 
      The church is a people.” 
 
 
So be It. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       In Christ, Gordon 



                A challenge to read the Bible in 2020 
                                       Bible Readings for June 
 

Bishop Lewis has been encouraging clergy and laity of the Virginia Conference to read 
the Bible in a year since 2017.  Each year has featured a different way of reading:  
2017 read the Bible straight through; 2018 read the Bible chronologically; 2019 read 
the Bible in a blended style, a mixture of Old Testament readings and New Testament 
each day.  For 2020, Bishop Lewis is challenging the entire conference to read the Bible all the way 

through with a thematic reading plan. The thematic plan is found on www.intentionalbygrace.com and Bishop Lewis has 
selected the following themes for 2020: 
 

  May 27 - June 16  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Patience 
  June 17 - July 7   (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Kindness 
  July 8 - July 28   (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Goodness 
  July 29 - August 18  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Faithfulness 
  August 19 - September 8  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Gentleness 
  September 9 - September 29 (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Self-Control 
  September 30 - October 20 (21 - day plan)  Trust 
  October 21 - November 10 (21 - day plan)  Mercy 
  November 11 - December 1 (21 - day plan)  Bearing Fruit 
  December 2 - December 23 (21 - day plan)  Cares of the World 
  December 24 - January 13 (21 - day plan)  Rest 
 

There are 18 plans to cover this year.  Each is 21 days long.  Start at the beginning and work through the year (and a 
few days into January 2021).  In this new year, challenge yourself to study the Bible and strengthen your faith in the 
process. 

Tips on reading the Bible daily: 
 

  * Start reading the Bible today. 
  *   Set aside a specific time and place each day.  Set your schedule and then stick to it.   
      Mornings are great, but feel free to use any time that works consistently in your schedule. 
  *   Get a good study Bible to help illuminate the meaning of the original Hebrew, Aramaic, 
       and Greek text 
  *   Choose a translation to use during your reading. 
  * Say a short prayer to God before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom 
   and understanding. 
  * Dive in and enjoy the richness of God’s Word!  Apply God’s Word to your life.  Bible study 
   should be practiced and applicable.  These seven steps will help you begin a journey to 
   becoming a “lifelong learner” of God’s Word.     
 

[resource:  http://www.vaumc.org/pages/bishop-Lewis/biblechallenge] 
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Bishop Lewis has shared following projected appointments for 2020, following a Cabinet meeting in May.  
The Harrisonburg District projections are: 
 
 
 
 

Jonathan Lamb (PE)  projected to Bridgewater Church Associate from Shenandoah Charge (Harrisonburg 
District) 
 

Terry Hendricks (FE) projected to Edinburg Charge from Linden-Markham-Marshall Cooperative Parish (Winchester Dis-
trict) 
 

Ed Pruitt (RE) projected to Mount Pisgah Church from Retirement 
 

Eugenie (Elfie) Finn-McKenzie (RE) projected to Mount Jackson Charge from Edinburg Charge (Harrisonburg District) 
 

James Harris (RE) projected to Weyers Cave Church from Bridgewater Associate (Harrisonburg District) 
 

Joe Amend, III (SY) projected to Shenandoah Charge, First Appointment 
 

Margaret (Peggy) Packard projected to the Fulks Run Charge from Weyers Cave Church (Harrisonburg District) 
 

Gordon Meriwether (RL) projected to Mount Horeb UMC  
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As part of our virtual worship service at RISE a few weeks ago, I was asked to reflect on the story of 

Thomas in John 20:24-31.  It is a familiar story that is often used in faith.  However, this time while re-

reading the scripture and reflecting on it anew, verse 26 got me thinking. . . 
 

“After eight days His disciples were again in a house and Thomas was with them.  Even though the doors were locked, 

Jesus entered and stood among them.  He said, ‘Peace be with you.’” 
 

In particularly what struck out to me was the phrase, “after eight days.” 
 

In verse 25 Thomas’ friends, the other disciples, return joyously proclaiming, “We’ve seen the Lord!” and Thomas’ 

very clinical response was only, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, put my finger in the wounds left by the nails, 

and put my hand into his side, I won’t believe.”  There is almost a ‘record scratch” in the text where you feel the awk-

ward silence, but feelings of anger, confusion, and many other emotions among the disciples. 
 

So “after eight days” I wondered. . .What was Thomas’ relationship like with the other disciples those eight days?  Were 

they still gathering and was there tension and conflict? Were they separate each processing on their own?  Could they 

even be effective disciples? 
 

As a story about doubt and faith, Jesus’ visit to the disciples is mostly about Tho-

mas.  After all the other eleven seemed to have believed right away and it was 

only Thomas who needed evidence.  But what if Jesus came again to the disci-

ples in order to restore their relationship? 
 

Earlier in John, before he was arrested in the Garden he prayed for just this: 

(John 17:21) 
 

“I pray they will be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.  I pray 

that they also will be in us, so that the world will believe that you sent me.” 
 

For the disciples to be one again, Jesus needed to meet Thomas where he was and 

call him towards faith (“Happy are those who don’t see and yet believe”) but to 

restore Thomas to the other disciples, he also needed to show them that he does not reject those with questions or doubts 

and that Thomas was loved and important to the disciples’ calling. 
 

Has doubt, uncertainty or disagreement created disunity in your relationships or community?  What would Jesus say to 

you and your community if he were to drop in for a visit?                                                                                            Andy 

From Sue MacTavish, District Librarian    
June 2020 Featured Item: 

 

Journey to Transformation:  2020 Lenten Study 
By Bishop Sharma D. Lewis, 2019  

 

Yes, I know Lent 2020 is over.  But I thought you might like to know about this Study that was prepared 
by our own Bishop Lewis. Sharing her individual journey, Bishop Lewis invites readers to a study of introspection, repentance, for-
giveness, renewal, prayer, fasting, and Biblical Study. 
 

The Study was intended for Lent 2020 and is dated for the days of the 2020 Lenten Season, however, I think the material can be 
grouped into a 6-7 week study with a Devotional, Prayer, Reflection, and My Action section for each day and encourages the reader 
to put into practice what they have read and reflected upon, as an opportunity to transform someone’s life.  The Sunday lessons, “My 
Personal Refection Notes” will ask the reader to reflect and journal on the past week’s study with the following questions:  (a) What 
day stood out? (b) What did you learn about yourself and your relationship with Jesus Christ? And (c) What day’s lesson brought you 
great joy or difficulty?  And Why?  So, even though the material is dated for 2020 Lent, this can resource can still be a great group or 
individual study for spiritual growth! 
 

Journey to Transformation can be found in the Nurture/Spiritual Development section of the District Library. 
 

You are invited to come to the District Office and ‘check out’ the library.  Please wear a mask and respect social dis-

tancing.  Thanks, Sue 
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District Committee on Lay Servants Ministry: 
 

Lay Servant Ministry  

(All Laity are Lay Servants - see Matthew 25:31-46) 
 

The Lay Servant Training that was scheduled for May 23 at Grottoes UMC has 

been postponed until September 26, at Grottoes UMC-Grottoes, VA. All the 

scheduled classes (Basic Course, UMC Polity and Spiritual Gifts) will be taught. The current class regis-

trations will be kept and we will reconfirm with every registrant their availability to attend.  Additionally, the books for 

each of the classes are on hand and will be distributed to each attendee in the first part of August so they can be read be-

fore the class is held.  Also, we will continue to accept class registrations up until the day of the classes.  If you have 

questions, please contact Joe Amend at joeamend3@gmail.com or by phone (301) 741-7633 or Brenda Woods at harri-

sonburgdistrict@vaumc.org or by phone 540-433-2382 
 

Spiritual Food For Thought 
 

During this time of COVID-19 pandemic, I have had a lot of free time on my hands.  This additional free time is like a Lenten type fast 
from activities.  I have learned, that if we are going to fast from anything, we be deliberate in our plan to fill the extra time with profit-
able actions.  This brings to mind the story of God’s call to the youthful Samuel found in 1 Samuel, Chapter 3.  As recounted in verse 
7, “Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord:  The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.”  Three times he was awaken 
from sleep and went to the Chief Priest (Eli) thinking it was Eli who called him.  After three times, Eli discerns it is the Lord that is call-
ing young Samuel.  In verse 9 Eli instructs Samuel to reply, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant 
is listening.’” 
 

This incident has gotten me to thinking, could it really be this simple?  “Speak, LORD, for your servant is listen-
ing.”   For about the past year or so, I have been trying to figure out what I need to be doing.  About a month 
ago, that answer became very clear - a telephone call from our District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez, 
brought everything into sharp focus.  In an instant, the clarity of what I could and should be doing became 
very, very clear. 
 

Sadly, I must admit that sometimes I resist the inclination to utter the words, “Speak, LORD, for your servant is 
listening” - I must have an inkling of what the answer might be, and I think, maybe if I try to ignore it, God might forget about little ole 
me.  What I have learned is that God is going to get my attention, no matter how I try to ignore it.  Think of Jonah and Saul of Tarsus 
and how it worked out for them to try to ignore God. . . 
 

Now, I make every effort to listen so God does not have to ‘get my attention’.  And the marvelous thing is I have never been steered 
wrong listening and looking around me.  I started noticing things that previously went unnoticed.  For example, after I get up each 
morning, I let our dog, Wesley, out in the back yard.  Recently, I heard a lone woodpecker in the proximity of our house.  Cardinals 
singing their hearts out.  Doves already up and announcing the dawn of a new day.  And the unmistakable sound of hummingbirds.  
These are the simple pleasures of life that we too often miss by being distracted by the hustle and bustle of day-to-day life.  There is a 
distinct difference between the ‘urgent’ and the ‘important’. 
 

I encourage each of us to ask God to speak and for us to be ready to listen and act on what is revealed to us.  I can assure you those 
are the kind of prayers that God answers.   
 

Walk humbly with God; walk gently with your neighbor; and be at peace with yourself. 
                                                                                                                            Joe Amend, District Director of Lay Servants Ministries 

                                                                                                                                  

 

Pastors and Lay Leadership:  We are asking that you share children’s religious-themed artwork, sto-
ries, or notes from your children with us and we will pass these gifts along in a new section entitled “Kid’s 

Korner” in the district newsletter.  We will protect the children’s identity, if desired.  You may scan and send 
items to: Pastor Victor at harrisonburgds@vaumc.org or Pastor Gordon at gordonmeri-
wether@vaumc.org or to Ms. Brenda at harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org; or send the 
originals to: Harrisonburg District, Attention: Newsletter-Kid’s Korner, 40 Southgate 
Court, Suite 101, Harrisonburg, VA  22801.  Even though the church buildings may 
still be closed, parents are encouraged to send us their children’s artwork so we 

may begin this new and exciting venture in the next newsletter. 
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                                                                           MISSION CENTRAL NEWS 
                                                            Check out our new website prepared by Bev Earman:   
                                                        http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/  

Mission Central Children’s Clothes 
Closet:  The Children’s Clothes Closet 
has remained open for diapers and emer-
gency clothing.  We have given out 4,650 
diapers since we closed on 3-13-2020.   
 

Due to the virus, we will not provide an inside play area for our 
clients’ children.  This policy will be re-visited at a later date. 
Mary Eaton will be working on ways we can still provide craft 
items for the children’s Moms to take home.   
 

When we reopen we will practice all measures to keep every-
one safe. 
 

                               Artie Frederick, Coordinator, 540-208-7669 

Mission Central Medical Equipment for 
Caring Closet:  During the COVID-19 time 
our Mission Central medical equipment 
loaner closet remains open during its 
scheduled hours:  Mondays 9-11 AM and 

Thursdays 5-7 PM.  We are practicing social distancing and our 
volunteers are wearing masks.  We ask that those who need 
equipment or supplies honor these precautions.  We continue to 
accept donations of equipment and supplies during this time 
when people’s needs continue.  Thank you to those who are 
helping with this mission and we ask everyone to stay safe.                                     
 
                                    Delores Reid, Coordinator, 540-383-6112  

Sympathy is extended to Rev. Todd Gess on the death of his mother, Helen L. Gess, on May 1, 
2020.  Mrs. Gess was a member of Wesley Chapel UMC in Cross Junction, VA  where she played 
the piano and organ.  She is also survived by son Michael Gess; a daughter Cathy Sencindiver 
(Randal); and a granddaughter Michaela L. Sencindiver.  A graveside service was held at the 

Wesley Chapel Cemetery on May 6th.   A Celebration of Helen’s Life will be held at a later date.   Rev. Gess is the pastor of 
the Shenandoah Valley Charge.   
 

Sympathy is extended to the family of JoAnna Sullivan, who passed away on May 14th.  JoAnna was a member of Grottoes 
UMC and had served in District United Methodist Women.  She is survived by a son Michael (Diane) Sullivan; daughters 
Mary Ruth (and the late Roland) Fields, Sally (Jeff) Smith, and Jackie (Greg) Stenson; 10 grandchildren; and three great-
grandchildren.  A private burial was held at Coverstone Cemetery in Shenandoah, VA.  A Celebration of Life will be held at 
a later date. 

UMW News:  
  
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed items or funds to purchase items for the street outreach backpacks.  
These items were delivered to Ragan McManus of Strength in Peers on May 4.  52 face masks were also 
included to be used by the homeless population in Harrisonburg.   
 

The Harrisonburg District UMW continue to construct and distribute masks to agencies in the Harrisonburg area with the help of Rev. 
Kathleen Haynes.  Please see the attached letter to see how you, your unit or church might help.  There have been masks distributed 
to Strength in Peers, Mercy House, Our Community Place and Sentara RMH.  As of this writing, there are plans to provide these 
masks to 1st Step and the Free Clinic also.  If you have questions or know of anyone in need of a face mask, please contact me. 
 

As we wait to see how our churches will reopen and we can meet safely, our future events and activities have been put on hold.  
Until we can meet together again, please look for ways to reach out to those in need in our church and communities and continue to 
serve at a distance. 
 
The UMW books continue to be available at the District Office, Monday—Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  Please call Brenda 
Woods at 433-2382 before coming to the library. 
                                                                               Sharon Harold, Harrisonburg DUMW President, 540-879-2270, or sharold714@aol.com  

The United Methodist Credit Union still offering assistance:  If your  church or UMC-affiliated 

organization wants to participate in the SBA’s Paycheck Protection Plan (PPP) but hasn’t applied yet or 
hasn’t found an institution willing or able to assist you, please contact The United Methodist Credit Union 
(TUMCU).  If you have an urgent need, TUMCU can also help your church or organization with a low-
interest bridge loan or line-of-credit while you await SBA funding.  Please call Jomin Mujar at (804) 672-
0200 for more details or visit their website www.tumcu.org                                          
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                                                                       Pray at 12 Noon Every Day - see page 8 for details. 

June 18-20 (Thurs-Sat) - Annual Conference, Roanoke - 
POSTPONED* 

June 20 (Saturday) - Annual Evaluations for Clergy due in 
District Office* 

June 30 (Tuesday) - NEW DATE:  Annual Conference 
Moving Day [Pastors, with new appointments, first Sunday will 
be July 5.]* 

July 1 (Wednesday) - 2019 Local church audits and 
Annual Parsonage inspections due in the district 
office* 

July 2 (Thursday) - VUMCenter  & Harrisonburg 
District Office closes for Independence Day 

Observance, 1:00 p.m. 

July 3 (Friday) - VUMCenter & Harrisonburg District Office 
closed for Independence Day Observance 

July 4 (Saturday) - Independence Day 

July 15-20 (Wed-Mon) - Southeastern Jurisdictional Con-
ference, Lake Junaluska - POSTPONED* 

July 24-26 (Fri-Sun) - Mission Encounter, Smith Moun-
tain Lake 4-H Center - CANCELLED 

August 4 (Tuesday) - District Lay Servants Committee, 
District Office, 7:00 p.m. 

August 20 (Thursday) - District Council on Ministries, 
District Office, 7:00 p.m. 

September 18-19 (Friday-Saturday) - RESCEDULED 
Annual Conference - Location to be announced.* 

September 26 (Saturday) - RESCHEDULED District Lay 
Servants Training, Grottoes UMC, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.* 

All events are subject to change. 
 * Denotes related article elsewhere in this newsletter 

 

Please note:  The Partners in Ministry [PiM] will 
NOT have their annual summer Welcoming Picnic 
this year. 

 

Visit Harrisonburg District on Facebook: Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 
 

 Harrisonburg District webpage:  www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

Kingsway Prison and Family Outreach office will possibly remain closed until the Phrase 3 order from the gov-
ernor comes through.  This has put a strain on what we do as far as personally helping ex-offenders that need 
a friend or help with computer applications, etc., but  Pat, Carleen and Louise are working from home to get 
the resources tor those persons just released from prison.  We are trying to help by phone, e-mail and snail 
mail.   They can call for appointments and we will do our best to help.  The months of April and May, we have 
helped four persons with home plans and one with items needed to set up housekeeping, as well as getting 

this person some clothes.  Louise is corresponding with 3 more people that have September release dates and we are hoping by that 
time we will be back to some kind of normality. 
 

POSTAGE STAMPS are needed!  Because of being considered a risk-age person, Louise can no go to the post office for much needed  
stamps.  We need actual postage stamps to mail with; rather than the money to buy the stamps.  Since April 30th, 55 birthday cards 
have been mailed and 30 letters.  We still have about 50 more birthday cards to send out in the next few weeks.  One of the inmates sent 
us a strip of 10 stamps in a letter last week telling us how much he missed the church services.  We also got several Mother’s Day cards 
from inmates.  They care.  One of the men sent a tithe of his meager pay of 55 cents an hour for a couple of years while he was in 
prison.  Some of his money orders would be less than $3.  Now that is out of prison and working, he is still sending his tithe to 
Kingsway.  We know from the tithe he is doing well now and is working.  He went back to his home town in North Carolina. 
 

Praise the Lord there are no inmate cases of the virus in the 3 prisons that Kingsway was ministering in and only one has any staff quar-

antined.  Visit kingswayoutreach.org or Kingsway on Face Book.                                                                          Louise Jennings, Director 

Randolph-Macon College wants to support youth ministry by offering free online Zoom events for youth groups this sum-
mer.  Questions?  Contact Chaplain Kendra Grimes at kendragrimes@rmc.edu   If  youth are interested in joining, but an 
individual youth would like to join, please email to request the link for individual registrations.  Below are three free-standing 
discussion-based Zoom opportunities offered this summer, plus a four-day mission event. 

 

June 14 - Youth Hour with R-MC (Mission Theme) -  Share about your favorite mission trip or service project.  Why do you do missions?  What 
type of service are you drawn to?  How do you decide what missions are priorities for yourself or your church?  We will discuss ‘best practices’ of 
mission but in a fun way that allows youth to tell their own stories and inspire one another. 
 

June 28 - Youth Hour with R-MC (Worship Theme) - What makes a gathering a worship service?  What makes a concert or show different than a 
worship service?  What are the elements of worship?  What are the differences between contemporary/traditional and other styles of worship?  We 
will have lively discussion and watch some video clips and discuss this theme that is so central to our Christian identity but that many people know 
so little about. 
 

July 12 - Youth Hour with R-MC (Tithes, Offerings, and Gifts) What do you know about stewardship?  What is the biblical teaching about giving 
back to God?  How do you as a teenager make tithes, offerings or gifts to God?  Have you ever thought about this?  We will explore the idea to-
gether!  
 

July 27-30 -  Join other youth groups and the R-MC Chaplain online each day beginning at 10:00 a.m. for a devotional time.  There will be a mis-

sion challenge that each youth can complete from their home. Youth groups/leaders are asked to commit to the full four day event . 
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Harrisonburg District on the web at 
www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

Harrisonburg District on Facebook at 
Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 

Virginia Conference on the web at 
www.vaumc.org 
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General Conference Elected 

Clergy:          
General Conference Elected Laity:                

Tom Berlin Warren Harper 

Lindsey Baynham Martha Stokes 

Meredith McNabb Shirley Cauffman 

Rob Vaughn Darlene Amon 

Rhonda VanDyke Beth Christian 

Mark Ogren Alison Malloy 

Grace Sun-khil Han Marshall Bailey 

F. ELizabeth Givens Jill Gaynor 

Jason C. Stanley Joshua Blakely 

G. Kirk Nave Jacob Paysour 

Jonathan Page Mark Elder 

CONFERENCE NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Pray at 12 Noon Every Day 
 

Almighty God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
 

We thank you for your blessings, past, present and future.  You are 

our rock and the source of our hope in all things and at all times.  As 

Jehovah Jireh, our provider God, we ask you this day to stretch out 

your mighty hand and eradicate from the face of the earth forever this 

virus called COVID-19 (coronavirus) that is spreading rapidly from 

continent to continent. 
 

We also pray that you, Jehovah Rapha, our healing God, would place your hand upon 

all of those who have been stricken by this virus and restore them to full health.  Be 

with those who have lost loved ones and are grieving.  Protect all who are caring for 

those with this virus and keep them from contracting it themselves.  Calm our fears and 

provide us with your peace that surpasses all understanding. 
 

Strengthen us with the joy of the Lord and help us to hold firmly to the hope that only 

you can provide. 
 

Unify us that we, the Virginia Annual Conference, may be able to experience anew the 

promise of your presence in and through the unity of our faith, hope, and trust in you in 

the days ahead and forever.  We offer this prayer in the mighty name of our Lord, Jesus 

Christ. AMEN. 

Clergy Session of Annual Conference:  In light of the 

COVID-19 social distancing restrictions and the need to keep 
our annual conference moving forward, the Bishop, in consulta-
tion with the Office of Clergy Excellence, Cabinet, and the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Board of Ordained Ministry, has de-
cided to hold an Executive Session of the Annual Conference 
on Thursday, June 18.   
 

An Executive Session of the Annual Conference includes only clergy members in full 
connection with the annual conference (BOD ¶369.5).  Considering it has been the prac-
tice of the Virginia Conference to invite all clergy members to attend, this decision to 
move into Executive Session was not made lightly.  We ask for your grace, trust and un-
derstanding of the decisions that need to be made during these circumstances.  Know 
that the executive session is for the purpose of voting on the minute questions or Busi-
ness of the Annual Conference and for the fixing of appointments.  There is no plan for 
this session to include formal worship or statements to the body. For those participating 
in the executive session, both the minute questions and the appointment listing will be 
made available to you before the session.  For those not participating, the documents will 
be made available following the session.   
 

For those deacons and elders in full connection with the annual conference, you will re-
ceive an email after June 1 with instructions on joining the executive session.  We thank 
you for your understanding and patience as we navigate the rules in this unprecedented 
time so that we can approve conference membership changes to be in order for our de-
nomination.   
 

If you have questions, please email those to Rev. Lindsey Baynham in the Center for 
Clergy Excellence at clergyexcellence@vaumc.org 

Pinnacle Living/
Samaritan Offering 
Appeal 
 

The traditional time 
of the Samaritan 

Offering Appeal in the Virginia Confer-
ence churches is Mother’s Day to Fa-
ther’s Day.  The need for financial sup-
port of the Samaritan Program is greater 
than normal due to this time in which we 
find ourselves.  Not only do we need your 
monetary support, we need your help to 
spread the word.  Please tell your friends 
and family why you believe in our work 
and encourage them to support us, too! 
 

There are two ways in which you can 
express generosity:  1) by making a gift 
online at http://www.pinacleliving.org/
donate or 2) mail contributions to Pinna-
cle Living, 5101 Cox Road, Suite 225, 
Glen Allen, VA  23060 
 

Martha Stokes, Director of Church & 
C o m m u n i t y  R e l a t i o n s 
Mstokes@pinnacleliving.org or 804-474-
8718 
 

(source:  Clergnet e-mail message 5-7-2020) 

 

After much prayer and discussion, the Core Leadership 
Team has decided to cancel the 2020 Camp Rainbow 
sessions.  The ministry of CRC is vital and even through 
camps will not be held as they normally are, it is hoped to 
host an event in the fall.  We are still in need of financial 

support and are grateful for continued support of this ministry.  For questions or concerns, please 
contact Stacy Roberts at StacyRobertsWvaumc.org 

https://vaumc.org/2020-annual-conference/
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                                                                                         IMPORTANT NEWS: 
 

Due to the CORVID-19 pandemic important dates have been changes and/or extended. Please read care-
fully below regarding changes that have been made.  [Resources for this page have come from the con-
ference website:  www.vaumc.org]   

  

The Annual Conference session postponement will NOT impact the clergy appointment process. 

 Annual Evaluation for Clergy deadline 
moved from June 1, to June 20, 2020 

 Annual Review of Church Owned Parson-
ages are due in the district office on July 1, 
2020. 

 2019 Local Church Audits are due July 1, 2020. 

Moving Day for 2020 has been changed 
from Wednesday, June 24, to Tuesday, 
June 30th.  This means moving pastors’ 
last Sunday at the old appointment will 
be Sunday, June 28th and the first Sunday at the new ap-
pointment will be Sunday, July 5th. 

                        See All the People 
                              Romans 15:17 (in NRSV) 

 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the June 2020 session of the Virginia Annual Conference has been 
postponed until September 18-19, 2020.  Information regarding the location of the September 2020 
Annual Conference will be forthcoming. 
 

Meeting Max, the company managing the conference’s hotel reservation system, will make cancellations for all partici-
pants who made reservations through the Annual Conference housing process.  If you did not receive your e-mail cancel-
lation confirmation on Thursday, April 9, please call Bev Myers at 804-521-1134 or email achousing@vaumc.org  
 

HOUSING - Information for September 18-19 will be shared at a later date. 
 

BANQUETS -  If you would like your banquet listed in the Conference Banquet Schedule, please contact the Banquet Coor-
dinator Michael Reaves at michaelreaves@vaumc.org or mail information to 47 Round Hill School Road, Fort Defiance, VA  
24437.  Please include: name of your group or gathering; date and time; location; and contact information for those who 
may desire additional information. 
 

KITS FOR CONFERENCE - The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is currently focusing efforts on Cleaning 
Kits (aka Flood Buckets), Hygiene Kits, and School Kits.  For details of the contents of these kits, please visit the confer-
ence website:  www.vaumc.org 
 

PLEASE VISIT THE CONFERENCE WEBSITE FOR ADDITIONAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION:  www.vaumc.org > 
Annual Conference 2020 

 

GENERAL CONFERENCE TO MOVE TO 2021:  Subsequent to the announcement by the 
Executive Committee on the Commission on the General Conference that the 2020 General Confer-
ence will be postponed, the full Commission met March 21, 2020, to determine next steps to take in 
setting a new date.  After hearing recommendations from Sara Hotchkiss, Business Manager of the 
General Conference, and discussion of possible alternatives, the Commission made a determina-
tion that the General Conference will not meet in 2020 as originally planned and elected to work 
toward setting a date in 2021.  The Commission resolved that holding the event in Minneapolis is a 
high priority and authorized the business office to pursue other dates available at the Minneapolis 
Convention Center in 2021.   Once new dates for the General Conference are set and adjustments 

with current vendors are made, additional information will be sent out to delegations regarding a timeline and next steps.                                                                                                         

The Southeastern Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church announced on April 6 that the decision has been made 
to postpone all 2020 US Jurisdictional conferences scheduled for July.  According to the Book of Discipline, all Jurisdic-
tional Conference occur simultaneously on a date set by the Council of Bishops.  As soon as the dates for the resched-
uled General Conference are released, the Council of Bishops will set a new date for the opening of the Jurisdictional 
Conferences. 

https://vaumc.org/2020-annual-conference/

