
                                          
 

 
        “Churches that become passionate about people outside their walls 

will be far more effective than churches that are passionate only keeping the few people they 
have inside their walls”. – Carey Nieuwhof 
 
I want to share with you this month, a stewardship possibility I learned in my first appointment.  It 
is called “Bring Your Gifts to Jesus.” 
 
We know that the Wise Men presented Gold, Myrrh and Frankincense to Jesus.  The Gospel of 
Matthew mentions the Magi and states that they came "from the east" to worship the Christ, 
"born King of the Jews."  All three gifts are ordinary offerings given to a king.  Myrrh being com-
monly used as anointing oil, frankincense as a perfume, and gold as an item of value. 
 
The three gifts had a spiritual meaning: gold as a symbol of kingship on earth, frankincense (an 
incense) as a symbol of deity, and myrrh (embalming oil) as a symbol of death or sacrifice. 
 

Stewardship campaigns usually include financial contributions, which we know are very important to support the minis-
tries of the church.  Bring Your Gifts to Jesus is a holistic approach in our giving.  
We come to worship Christ, and like the Magi, present three gifts from our hearts. 
 
So, we select three different Sundays.  The first Sunday we bring the gift of gold 
to Jesus.  We begin to think about our financial pledge and commitment to God 
for the upcoming year.  Each person receives a card to bring forth to the altar.  
During worship, we have a special time to present our gift of gold.  I usually ask 
folks not to write down their names on the card, just the annual dollar amount they 
pledge to God and the church.  Once all cards are presented, the pastor prays for 
the gift of gold. 
 
Then, on the following Sunday, we present the gift of frankincense to Jesus.  We 
make a commitment of prayer.  I know that many already pray every day, while 

others still struggle to pray more.  I 
know that all of us want to pray 
more.  So, each person receives this 
pledge and signs it, and then brings 
it to the altar.  I believe in the power 
of prayer, which is vital in the life of 
the church. 
 
And last, we present the gift of myrrh to Jesus.  We bring to the altar all the 
non-perishable food items that folks have been collecting each week in 
their homes, which will feed one family of four with a traditional Thanksgiv-
ing meal.  The list of ingredients is given several weeks in advance so 
when folks go to the grocery store, they can buy one at a time.  At a given 
Sunday, folks bring the thanksgiving ingredients in a paper bag to the altar.  
It is amazing to see the altar full of grocery bags.  It is a way to show God’s 
love.  The idea is to identify families in the local community as recipients.  
The Mission’s Committee can deliver these bags.  We will share Thanks-
giving with others, and I invite folks as we sit together with our families on 
Thanksgiving, have a seat open as a symbol of inviting Jesus to our table. 
 
What a wonderful way to begin the holiday season, by bringing to the altar 
your gifts to Jesus of Gold, Myrrh and Frankincense.  May God bless you 
abundantly and may we continue to be passionate about those in our com-
munities. 

In God’s Service, 

Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez    
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These Strangers Among Us 

 
“Again I looked and saw all the oppression that was taking place under the sun: I saw the tears of the 

oppressed—and they have no comforter; power was on the side of their oppressors—and they have 

no comforter.”      Ecclesiastes 4: 1 

 
They are called refugees, the desperate hordes, these strangers among us…fleeing oppression, pov-

erty or war to seek a better life for themselves and their families. This is my heritage as well. Driven by 

a war, oppression, religious persecution and lack of economic opportunity, my ancestors transversed 

the hazards of the North Atlantic in steerage to reach these shores of promise and opportunity. Nearly four hundred 

years ago my desperate relatives gave up all they had to seek the promise of the frontiers of the New World.  Since that 

time my clan has claimed this bold experiment as home. I am sure there was much thought and prayer given to leaving 

their ancestral home for this unknown wilderness of Virginia and Maryland, but ultimately they had no choice, it was a 

matter of survival. 

 

This is the American story; courageous people pulling up stakes from their homeland to venture to these foreign shores 

and an uncertain future.  I am reminded of Abram (Genesis 12), called by God to leave his home for another land with 

the promise that the land of Canaan will be the homeland of generations to follow.  Although I would trust that few of our 

current refugees would cite a call from God as a rationale to venture to our shores, I do know that historically God has 

blessed this nation since our birth with a steady infusion of these strangers to strengthen us culturally, economically, in-

tellectually and spiritually. Without this influx to our national gene pool, one can only speculate the level of mediocrity we 

would have achieved.  

 

Much time and energy is spent in our politics and media on the illegal immigrants already here and those who press our 

borders for a way in.  Let’s not join that chorus but rather focus on the immigrant, the human capital within our borders 

that enrich and revive that American Dream every day with their presence.  Undocumented or holders of “Green Cards”, 

these are whom we are called to serve in Matthew 25: 35-36, with-

out requiring proper identification…..these strangers among us.  

 

Without embracing these and other strangers in our lives, how can 

we truly answer this call of Jesus Christ and the lessons of the 

Scripture to comfort these strangers among us, to do everything 

we know to do to help them prosper in the foreign land? If the lost 

and the lowly immigrant can still succeed among us, how much 

stronger does that make us all? We have a future together, this 

stranger and I. We are stronger for his or her presence in our 

lives, in our communities, in our nation, and in our faith. It’s intui-

tive. These strangers among us are part of the ever-changing dy-

namic that is the American Story, our story.  

 

On the front door of our nation there is an invitation to the world to: 

“Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to 

breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send 

these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me. I lift my lamp beside 

the golden door.” (Emma Lazarus)….and the strangers come .  

 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, we are called by Scripture and 

our national lore to be there for these strangers among us. Let us 

gather strength from each other and these strangers to fulfill our 

call.   

 

Always Your Brother in Christ, Gordon  
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Pastors on the Harrisonburg and Winchester Districts, please mark your calendars 
for the upcoming PiM meeting, Tuesday, October 5th—9:30 a.m. via Zoom. Mar-
tha Stokes, our Conference Lay Leader, will be the guest speaker.  The topic wil 
be Aging Ministries.  The Zoom link was forwarded to you on September 27th. 
 
 On the Harrisonburg District, the clergy gather monthly between September and 

May for fellowship, worship, and to hear speakers to equip and encourage them in their ministries.   
 
        All clergy, active and retired, are invited to participate.  In order to be able to pay speakers, provide memorial gifts, 
help cover the costs of events and other expenses for monthly meetings, pastors are asked to contribute dues.   
 
          Attending PIM meetings can also earn you CEUs (1 for attending all meetings, 0.5 for attending at least half of 
the meetings) 

DISTRICT CALENDAR 
 

All events are subject to change.     

* Denotes related article  
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Charge Conferences continue during the month of October.  Pastors, remem-
ber to have your paperwork complete and signed copies uploaded (or emailed 
to the district office—preferred method) 10 days before your scheduled charge 
conference.   
 
Pastor interviews are taking place September 21st through December 14th.  
Pastors, remember your scheduled date for your time with the District Superin-
tendent and to have your questionnaire submitted at least 2 days before your 
interview. 

 
 

 
 
 
SPECIAL NOTICE: 
 
Due to lack of enrollment, the Basic Lay Servant Ministries 
and the Leading Worship courses, originally scheduled for 
October 2nd, have been cancelled. 
 
The United Methodist Heritage course, taught by Rev.  
Stephen Creech, WILL still be held. 
 
The course will be held at Otterbein UMC 
in downtown Harrisonburg (176 West Market Street).  Reg-
istration starts at 8:30 a.m. and the class will begin at  
9:00 a.m.   
 

Lay Servant courses are open to all laity. 
 
  
Training Class is to be in person, with masks.  The fee is $20 (which covers 
the cost of order-in lunch  (Subway) and the books 
 

 
Joe Amend <>< 

Harrisonburg District Lay Servant Committee 
Cell:  (301) 741-7633 

joeamend@vaumc.org 

All laity are  
Lay Servants  

mailto:joeamend@vaumc.org


We are still accepting nominations for Harrisonburg District Lay Members at 
Large to attend Annual Conference on June 16-18, 2022 in Hampton.  You 
may receive forms from your Pastor or Lay Leader of your church.  Nomina-
tions should be returned to the District Office by Monday, October 18th for 
inclusion on the ballot for elections at the Harrisonburg District Conference 
which will be held on Sunday, November 14th.  16 persons will be elected to 
represent our district.  ONLY 4 NOMINATIONS RECEIVED AS OF 09-30-21 
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“The aim of preaching lies...in not telling people what they don’t 
know, but in getting them to believe and see that to which they 
may only have assented.”   

 
The Meaning of the Cross 

Karen Harper, wife of retired pastor Isaac Harper, passed away on September 6th.  Isaac served as pastor of Mt. Horeb for 15 years 
before retiring in 2020.   
Sharon Harris, sister-in-law of retired pastor, Jim Harris, died on September 4th.  She was the wife of Jim’s brother, Hugh, a retired 
UM pastor, who served the Blue Ridge Charge and Keezletown UMC as his first appointments, 1960-1964.   
Jeffry Roberts, former pastor of the Mount Jackson charge, died on September 21st.  He leaves behind his wife, Lori, and their two 
sons.  
Alda Gunn, retired pastor, died September 21st at her daughter’s home in Lee, NH.  Rev. Gunn 
served Mount Clinton and Evangelical on the Harrisonburg District.  A memorial service will be 

held at Dayton UMC on Saturday, November 27th at 11a.m. 

Rev. L. Douglas Hill, retired pastor, died September 26, 2021.  He served Asbury UMC as their 
senior pastor for 8 years. 

 

 

 

 

It is with joy that Rev. Keon 

Huh, pastor of Woodstock 

UMC, and his wife, Michelle, 

announce that their son,  

Clayden Joonsuh Huh, was 

born Wednesday, September 

22nd.  Mother and baby are do-

ing well.  Con-

gratulations, al-

so to siblings, 

Chloe and Jay-

den. 

Safe Sanctuaries is more than guidelines, policies and procedures implemented to create an environment in which chil-
dren, youths and the adults who work with them have boundaries of safe space. Safe Sanctuaries is an overt expression 
of a faith community in making a congregation a safe place where children, youths, seniors and vulnerable adults may 
experience the abiding love of God and fellowship within the community of faith. God calls us to make our churches safe 
places, protecting children and other vulnerable persons from abuse. We are also called to make off-site venues or activ-
ities such as Volunteer-in-Mission trips and retreats as safe as possible. 
 
In following this principle, we are asking pastors to submit their church’s Safe Sanctuary Policy to the District Office 
by November 30th so that we may keep a record here in the office.  Gordon Meriwether, District Director of Congre-
gational Vitality, will review each policy to make sure it is appropriate. If your church does not have a policy, Gordon will 
assist you in preparing one.   

 
Valley Program for Aging Services (VPAS) is seeking volunteers to deliver meals to home-
bound older adults living in Harrisonburg and Rockingham County.  Meal delivery days are 
Monday and Wednesday each week.  Meals are picked up at A Bowl of Good located in Harri-
sonburg on Mt. Clinton Pike at 10 a.m.  Routes take 1 to 1.5 hours.  Volunteers use their per-
sonal vehicles and there is no reimbursement for travel expense. Training is provided and 
background checks are required.  Practices are in place for safe meal delivery.  If you would 
like more information or to receive a volunteer application packet please email 
lauraw@vpas.info or call 540-433-2893. 

mailto:lauraw@vpas.info
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STILL LOOKING FOR IN-
TERESTED PERSONS!  
THANKS TO THOSE 
WHO HAVE SHOWN IN-
TEREST!  The Harrison-
burg District is exploring 
the possibility of presenting 
a dinner (or lunch)/drama 
during the Easter Season 
of 2022.  The drama will be 
held at Mount Tabor UMC 
in their Family Life Center, 
which is a central location in the Harrisonburg District.  Tick-
ets will be sold for the performance with a 150 person seat-
ing limit.  The play will be based on the life of Jesus from 
Palm Sunday through the Crucifixion.   
 
But we need your help to pull off this endeavor.  Needed for 
this district wide event will be actors (60+ cast), crew – be-
hind the scenes (20+), costumes, food preparers, food serv-
ers, set builders, choir members, etc. 
 
We are hoping COVID will be behind us and we can meet 
together and return to worshipping in close proximity and 
praising the Lord through this means of worship! 
 
If you are interested in any of these positions, please 
contact Director, Debbie Creech, at 617-285-1312 (call or 
text) or email at dfcreech@comcast.net.  Debbie has pro-
duced and directed Christmas and Easter dinner dramas for 
20 years.    As an actor, you will be asked to commit to re-
hearsals once a week starting the first of February, 2022.  
Time is of the essence, so please call, text or email today.   

Chad Summers, owner and president of 
Extinguisher Sales, Inc. in Harrisonburg, 
is offering special discounts for services 
related to the fire extinguishers into 
churches on the Harrisonburg District 
and/or parsonages.  This is part of a reg-
ular maintenance schedule that is some-
times overlooked.  It is important to the 

health of your churches to have this equipment up to 
date.  Two churches on our district have already partici-
pated in this discount and found their equipment was 
not up to date.  Please note this message is for informa-
tional purposes only and you may purchase new fire 
extinguishers from other sources, of course. 

Chad Summers  Owner/President    
Extinguisher Sales Inc. 

990 N. Liberty St.Harrisonburg, VA 22802 
Phone: (540) 434-9415  Fax: (540) 564-1217 

Email:  extsales@aol.com 
 
Call for an appointment or set up a time for him to come 
out for an inspection and show you what you may need: 

            Monday – Thursday   7:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
            Friday – 8:00 a.m.  – 12:00 p.m. 

 
SPECIAL PRICING FOR THE HARRISONBURG  
DISTRICT UMC 
Inspection  1 extinguisher to 6.  $47.00 total 
Inspection of 7 or more extinguishers $7.75 per extin-
guisher 
Price on Recharges: $30.75 per extinguisher 
Price on 6 year maintenance $8.00 per extinguisher 
Price on Hydro Testing $27.75 per extinguisher 
 

Price on New Extinguishers 
2.5lb ABC extinguisher with wall mount $48.75 
5lb ABC extinguisher with wall mount $65.75 
10lb ABC extinguisher with wall mount $89.00 

October 2021 featured item:  
  

 
Gospel Discipleship: 4 Pathways for Christian Disciples  

by Michelle J. Morris, 2020. 
 

Through Gospel discipleship, you (and possibly your whole congregation) will learn whether you prac-
tice faith like a Markan (Hoy Spirit-centered), Matthean (action-driven), Lukan (relationship-focused), 
or Johnannine (apprentice-nurtured) disciple. The discipleship path for each individual disciple is determined through this 
Gospel Discipleship Participant Guide while the Gospel Discipleship Congregation Guide serves as the implementation 
guide for church leaders. By understanding what type of disciple you are, participants in Gospel Discipleship can clarify 
the path they need to walk or take. 
 
Gospel discipleship can be found in the Nurture / Spiritual Development section of the District Library.  We have 
the Participant Guide and Congregational Guide. Videos are available for streaming from Cokesbury.   
 
 
 
Stop by the District Office and “check out” the Library.  Please remember to check out library items by signing 
the book card in pocket with your name and church and date – you may keep as long as you need – but remem-
ber to return when finished so that others may borrow.  Thanks,  Sue  

mailto:dfcreech@comcast.net
mailto:extsales@aol.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Since our article from last month, we have added five new families to our rolls, for a total of 
608 families and 61 registered in 2021.  We will have three more client days in September and 
then we will transition over to fall and winter clothing distribution.  This involves shifting some 
barriers from our winter clothing side to the summer clothing side.  It is such a joy not to have to box up all the  
hanging summer clothes and then hang all the boxed winter clothes, as we did every change of season in “the old 
days!”  This took several days to accomplish with a group of volunteers.  For those who have never seen our lovely fa-
cility, we have access to summer and winter clothes sections all year, so we can continue to stock them with donations 
as they come in.  Please come visit – we will be delighted to give you a tour!   
 

We are in pretty good shape for winter to date, except for a shortage in boys’ size 6/7 pants; and girls’ size 24 
months; all clothing.  Please let folks know about these shortfalls if they inquire as to our needs for donations.  
As always, thank you so much for your generosity. 

 
I will leave you with the story of a recent migrant family, brought to us by a young woman from Migrant Ser-

vices.  The family had just arrived from Guatemala to work on a farm in our area.  The little toddler girl was barefoot and 
in a nightgown.  They had nothing!  We helped them to get diapers, clothing, quilts, and other needed items to get them 
started.  We offered a nice jacket for the little girl to keep her warm and her mom said “no,” they didn’t need it as some-
one else had given her a jacket.  They have nothing, yet only took what they needed….  We were all so happy to see 
the little girl dancing around in her new boots that she picked out and adored!    Please keep this beautiful family and all 
our client families, in your prayers. 

                                                                                                                                             Donna Tinsley  703-472-8101 
 

 
The facility is open to the public from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month;  

the 3rd Tuesday and the 2nd and 4th Thursday evenings from 5:00 p.m.  - 7:00 p.m.   

 
 It has been a busy year with much medical equipment donated and loaned out. During August, we 
loaned out 13 walkers, 6 shower chairs and 4 shower benches, along with 5 wheelchairs, a lift reclin-
er chair and 2 Hoyer lifts. Some other equipment is requested, but we do not always have what is 
needed. We saw our last Hoyer lift go out in September and while we have some bariatric equipment 
(for persons over 300#), we often cannot meet that need as well. Four hospital beds, along with mat-
tress and rails, were loaned out in August. We are down to 1 or 2 beds in our loaner closet storage 

shed as this has been a popular item the last couple of months. Four beds went out each month during April, June and 
July, so we are asking if you have one of our beds and are no longer using it, please see that it is returned, or if you 
have a hospital bed and are no longer in need of it, please consider donating it to us.  Thank you to all who have given 
so freely with your donations and time in volunteering.  

You can get more information from our Facebook Equipment for Caring or website pages: 
www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com or https://www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org/mission-central 
 
We seek volunteers who can help during the hours we are open to the public. Please call if you have items to donate or 
need equipment. You can come by when we are open:  Mondays from 9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. and Thursdays from 5:00 
p.m.—7:00 p.m.   
 

Contact Delores Reid 540-383-6112 
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Physical location: 1704 Smithland Road,  Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
Mailing address:  Post Office Box 2026,  Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
 Website: http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/  
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“We are blessed to be a blessing—caring for and acting on behalf of all of God’s good gifts.” That 
statement says a lot about the purpose of our UMW units in this District. Just as we see seasons 

change, our UMW units prepare changes for the coming year.  We will have our district Annual Meeting on October 7th, 
starting at 7:00 p.m. at Otterbein UMC. First, we will remember those members we lost this past year. During this time, 
we will also recognize our units through various awards. A highlight of our meeting will be a presentation by Emily Bend-
er, a representative of the local Church World Services.  We will hear information about the immigration process and 
how it is impacting this area. Then, we will present our budget and conference pledge for 2022; a plan for a new year! 
 
The Virginia Conference UMW Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, October 23rd, from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. via 
Zoom. Registration is required. 
 
On Saturday, November 13th, we will gather at Mountain Valley UMC for our “Looking Ahead Together” event. It will 
begin at 9:00 a.m. We will hear updates from our Mission Central Coordinators. We also will have an update on the new 
Women’s Geminschaft facility.  
 
It is exciting to see new plans come together. Hopefully, we will be able to have more in-person events. Regardless of 
our circumstances, women have faithfully moved forward as a sisterhood that spiritually nutures and fuels a passion for 
social justice. All women are invited to engage and inspire others to make a difference in our communities, our country, 
and our world.  We can be influencers! 

                    Barbara Phillips, District UMW President  
(grammybp@gmail.com)  

Cell 383-9972 / Home 896-7664 

 
 

 
Kingsway Prison and Family Outreach is blessed to have Ideal Furniture in Penn Laird (a locally owned store), promoting 
Kingsway during the month of October. During the month of October, they will be donating 10% of customer purchases 
that mention Kingsway or those who take a copy of this ad to the store. Your purchase will be a blessing to both the busi-
ness and Kingsway.  
 
Check out the Kingsway Newsletter, which is attached and see below about my Birthday Bash! 
I hope to see you there!  

For more info check out the website: 
www.kingswayoutreach.org, or call or text 
Louise 540-830-7000 or Pat 5440-433-5658. 
email: info@kingswayoutreach.org 

Louise Jennings, Director 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Saturday, October 23rd 

4:00—6:00 p.m. 
 

 
Mount Crawford  Ruritan Park 
Concert:  Glory Bound Singers 

 
BIRTHDAY BASH FOR LOUISE  
JENNINGS’ 86TH BIRTHDAY 

 

Please RSVP by October 16th to 
info@kingswayoutreach.org 

 

mailto:grammybp@gmail.com
http://www.kingswayoutreach.org
mailto:info@kingswayoutreach.org
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Bishop Lewis has addressed the $850 million settlement involving the Boy Scouts 
of America (BSA) and its local councils regarding approximately 84,000 child sex abuse claims. This would be the larg-
est settlement in a child sexual abuse case in U.S. history. Bishop Lewis said, "I call upon all of us to pray for the survi-
vors and their families. This tragedy is a reminder to be vigilant, update your Safe Sanctuary Policy, and continue to re-
view your policy to ensure the congregation is following the policy."  
 
Please click on the document and the template that pastors in the Virginia Conference can use to terminate charter 
agreements with the Boy Scouts. FAQs: The UMC and the Boy Scouts      Template Letter (Word) 

The Rev. Dr. Steve Summers, Assistant to the Bishop and Director of Connectional Ministries, is also available at  
SteveSummers@vaumc.org. 

Registration is open for the Foundation Golf Classic, an event to benefit the Foun-
dation's Grant Ministry! The tournament will be followed by a celebratory dinner to 
commemorate the Foundation’s 50th Anniversary! Secure your spot by registering 
today.   
 
               When: October 11, 2021                                                                 Where: Independence Golf Course 
12:00 PM: Range opens and box lunch provided                                                    600 Founders Bridge Blvd 
     1:00 PM:  Shotgun start (RAIN OR SHINE)                                                                Midlothian, VA  
           6:00 PM:  Celebratory Dinner   
 

Entry Fee: $125/player or $500/team  

The General Commission on United Methodist Men (UMM) wants you to join them as 
they transform lives of men and youth around the world. UMM offers resources and train-
ing to help local churches develop places where men can “coach men and youth to 
THRIVE through Christ." UMM is unique in that it receives only part of its funding from the 
general church. That is why they will be holding Give Day 2021 on Monday, October 18, 
2021.Everyone can be a part of this important mission work of United Methodist Men. If 
you would like to make a donation before Give Day, or have questions, UMM staff is 
available by calling 866-297-4312. To Give: Text: UMMEN to 44321; or donate online  

From Martha Stokes, Conference Lay Leader 

 
Laity Sunday is a special Sunday defined by General Conference “to celebrate the ministry of 
all Christians” (The Book of Discipline - 2016, ¶ 264.2). Traditionally observed on the third 
Sunday in October, Laity Sunday is one way we express the deep conviction that all are 
called to participate in God’s mission and live this calling through the ministry of the church.  
 
The Laity Sunday themes for this quadrennium come from 2 Timothy 1:1-14 (NRSV). The 
2021 theme is Rise Up! And Revive God’s Gift (2 Timothy 1:3-7). While there are currently 
not any specific Laity Sunday resources on the Discipleship Ministries website, I would en-
courage you to look at the liturgical resources for the third Sunday of October. They are 
beautifully worded and may fit well with your worship plans. https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/
worship-planning/born-to-trouble/twenty-first-sunday-after-pentecost-year-b-lectionary-
planning-notes/twenty-first-sunday-after-pentecost-year-b-liturgical-resources  
 
You might also want to look at other resources following the Common Revised Lectionary for Year C, Proper 22(27) - 
Seventeen Sunday after Pentecost - which includes the 2 Timothy 1:1-14 passage.  

https://doc.vaumc.org/Scout/VAUMC_FAQs9-20-21.pdf
https://doc.vaumc.org/Scout/VAUMC_TERMINATIO_LETTER_BSA_CHARTERS_9-20-21.docx
mailto:SteveSummers@vaumc.org
https://secure.givelively.org/donate/general-commission-on-united-methodist-men/ummen-give-day-2021
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/born-to-trouble/twenty-first-sunday-after-pentecost-year-b-lectionary-planning-notes/twenty-first-sunday-after-pentecost-year-b-liturgical-resources
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/born-to-trouble/twenty-first-sunday-after-pentecost-year-b-lectionary-planning-notes/twenty-first-sunday-after-pentecost-year-b-liturgical-resources
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/born-to-trouble/twenty-first-sunday-after-pentecost-year-b-lectionary-planning-notes/twenty-first-sunday-after-pentecost-year-b-liturgical-resources
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SPECIAL AND SUSTAINING GRANT APPLICATIONS FOR 2022 

Applications are now available for the 2022 Common Table Special Grants and Sustaining Grants for local churches 
and ministries. Click on this link at https://vaumc.org/special-and-sustaining/grants/.   The deadline to receive complete 
applications (must include all supporting documentation and be signed by the District Superintendent) is October 15, 
2021. Questions may be directed to Bev Myers at BevMyers@vaumc.org 

The Post-Covid Re-entry Group (PRG) is available to as-
sist and resource churches to navigate the many and fast-
changing shifts as COVID-19 continues to affect all of our 
lives. We understand that we have yet to enter into the Post-COVID era,  and we will continue to encourage our church-
es to make wise and safe decisions so that effective ministry will continue during this pandemic.  

Mitigation Assistance Plan (MAP) governing in-person worship requirements.  This form can be found in Word and PDF 
format here: https://www.vaumc.org/prg/   
(the MAP is found on pages 3 and 4 of the new TAM—Stage 3)  PRG Church Teams, remember to submit your plan to 
DS Gómez for review two weeks prior to its implementation.   
 
Relaunch webinars will be held every last Wednesday of the month to provide resources to prepare for a relaunch! The 
webinars are added resources for the churches, as we pray and plan for relaunching. Registration is required, which can 
be found at https://vaumc.org/relaunch-webinar-season-2/!   The October Relaunch will be held on 10-27-21 at 1 p.m.   
 
* 1 CEU will be offered to members who join in 4 or more sessions. 

OCTOBER RELAUNCH 
 

Wednesday, October 27th 
1:00 p.m. 

Bringing hope to the world—
preparing for Advent 

 
Register at www.vaumc.org/prg 

Click here to read the article from September 16th reminding congregations to remain vigilant on COVID-19 

Click here to read about the Earthquake in Haiti-  The people of Haiti are recovering from a 7.2 magnitude earthquake. 
You may contribute financially to this urgent crisis through your church offering, designating the UMCOR International 

Disaster Relief Fund (#982450) or directly thru UMCOR . 
 
Click here to read about Hurricane Ida - You may contribute financially through your church offering, designating 
UMCOR US Disaster Response and Recovery Fund (#901670) or directly thru UMCOR.  

FOUNDATION GRANT APPLICATIONS  
 

The Foundation is now accepting applications for the 2021-2022 grant awards. Please visit https://vaumfoundation.org/
about-us/grants/ for an application, guidelines for each type of grant and instructions on how to submit a completed ap-
plication package. Deadline to submit an  application is October 31, 2021. Questions? Email us 
at foundationgrants@vaumc.org.  

https://vaumc.org/special-and-sustaining-grants
https://vaumc.org/special-and-sustaining-grants
http://url2167.vaumc.org/ls/click?upn=B6Q-2F9zlN7-2FFcFGjHdVkEkgpyHorge-2BhQtJD538AzQCf0QTA-2ByIU2TgS5v6F0hmKWjsPGjL85R1rRHgElA8aLdd5NcWoar-2FKCNg4D8pdWsUV9JsQhWGgjQ7vZWPnZiQRxTA6vYkG8ipfmEqmJ-2F30SrSTTx1gipe8vo-2FrdvWknen5LmiMdk9EISTqlm7FwiVTMwPzX8neGvssJ-2B
https://www.vaumc.org/prg/
https://vaumc.org/relaunch-webinar-season-2/
https://vaumc.org/prg-reminds-congregations-to-remain-vigilant-on-covid-19-front/
https://umcmission.org/international-disaster-response/earthquake-in-haiti-umcors-response/
https://umcmission.org/umcor/umcors-response-to-hurricane-ida/?fbclid=IwAR0GdOvH_HZQcGTTd1BL0E9-1z5_vzXj8B9Lq-Zm8GBxEMahMhYK73ecE8M
https://dandist.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=10c84b36b5e5f8cf7c502d428&id=c41aa9ff75&e=713b8604ee
https://dandist.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=10c84b36b5e5f8cf7c502d428&id=c41aa9ff75&e=713b8604ee
mailto:foundationgrants@vaumc.org
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            Bible Readings for October 2021 

 
 

Bishop Lewis has been encouraging the clergy and laity of the Virginia 
Conference to read the Bible in a year since 2017. Each year has featured 
a different way of reading. 
 
Tips on reading the Bible daily: 
 

 Start reading the Bible today. 

 Set aside a specific time and place each day.  Set your schedule and 
then stick to it.   

 Mornings are great, but feel free to use any time that works consistent-
ly in your schedule. 

 Get a good study Bible to help illuminate the meaning of the original 
Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek text. 

 Choose a translation to use during your reading. 

 Say a short prayer to God before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to 
give you wisdom and understanding. 

 Dive in and enjoy the richness of God’s Word!  Apply God’s Word to 
your life.   

              
Bible study should be practiced and applicable.  These seven steps will 
help you begin a journey to becoming a “lifelong learner” of God’s Word.    
 
Join in 2021 and commit to reading the Bible all the way through Genesis-
Revelation in one year. You can access the daily 
readings by  

clicking here conference website  
or BibleGateway.com.    
 [resource:  http://www.vaumc.org/pages/bishop-Lewis/biblechallenge] 

From the Bishop 

 2017 - read the Bible straight through 

 2018 - read the Bible chronologically 

 2019 - read the Bible in a blended style; a mixture of Old Testament readings  
       and New Testament each day. 

 2020 - read the Bible with a thematic reading plan 

 2021 - read the Bible straight through from Genesis -  Revelation 
 

Click here to view/save 2021 challenge in pdf 

The Harrisonburg District 
Virginia Annual Conference 

of the United Methodist Church 
 

         40 South Gate Court  Suite 101 
Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

 
540.433.2382  office phone 
202.285.5767 DS:  call/text 

 
Office Hours:  Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez 
District Superintendent 

HarrisonburgDS@vaumc.org 
 

Rev.  Gordon K. Meriwether 
District Director of Congregational Vitality 

GordonMeriwether@vaumc.org 
 

Deborah F. Creech 
 Executive Administrative Assistant 

DebbieCreech@vaumc.org 
 

Harrisonburg District on the web at 
www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

 
Harrisonburg District on Facebook at 

Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 
 

Virginia Conference on the web at 
www.vaumc.org 

RESOURCES TO HELP  
AFGHAN REFUGEES 

 

As the world witnesses the crisis occurring 
in Afghanistan, the Virginia Conference is 
providing the following resources to help 
aid your under-
standing and ability 
to care for refu-
gees.  Click here to 
access information 
regarding these 
resources.   

October 1   Malachi 1-4 
October 2   Matthew 1-4 
October 3   Matthew 5-6 
October 4   Matthew 7-8 
October 5   Matthew 9-10 
October 6   Matthew 11-12 
October 7   Matthew 13-14 
October 8   Matthew 15-17 
October 9   Matthew 18-19 
October 10 Matthew 20-21 
October 11 Matthew 22-23 
October 12 Matthew 24-25 
October 13 Matthew 26 
October 14 Matthew 27-28 
October 15 Mark 1-3 

October 16 Mark 4-5 
October 17 Mark 6-7 
October 18 Mark 8-9 
October 19 Mark 10-11 
October 20 Mark 12-13 
October 21 Mark 14 
October 22 Mark 15-16 
October 23 Luke 1 
October 24 Luke 2-3 
October 25 Luke 4-5 
October 26 Luke 6-7 
October 27 Luke 8-9 
October 28 Luke 10-11 
October 29 Luke 12-13 
October 30 Luke 14-16 
October 31 Luke 17-18 

VIDEO ADDRESSES FAQS 
ABOUT COVID-19 VACCINE 

CONCERNS 
 

The Virginia Conference partnered with 
the Virginia Department of Health and 
HCA Virginia to answer frequently asked 
questions about the COVID-19 vaccine. 
Click here to watch and share video 

https://dandist.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=10c84b36b5e5f8cf7c502d428&id=496b45293f&e=713b8604ee
https://dandist.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=10c84b36b5e5f8cf7c502d428&id=13c043bcff&e=713b8604ee
http://doc.vaumc.org/BishopLewis/2021BibleChallenge.pdf
http://doc.vaumc.org/BishopLewis/2021BibleChallenge.pdf
https://www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org/
https://vaumc.org/afghanrefugees/
https://vaumc.org/afghanrefugees/
https://vaumc.org/afghanrefugees/
https://vaumc.org/afghanrefugees/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDPpPKf527U

