
   January 2021      Issue 48-1 

 

   “This this a day of new beginnings, time to remember and move on, time to believe what love is 
bringing, laying to rest the pain that’s gone.” – United Methodist Hymnal #383 

 
It seems like yesterday when we welcomed the year 2020.  Oh My!  If we knew what this 

year was going to be like…!  What provisions would we have prepared for this journey?  I cannot 
believe that now we are welcoming a new year.  Certainly 2020 has been a year of many chal-
lenges, trials, and tribulations, to say the least.  Many of you will make resolutions as you will see 
the New Year 2021 as a new opportunity.  We see the year passing as the end of a chapter, but 
looking into the New Year, as the new chapter of our lives.  I also see a New Year as something 
that has been handed to us; a very special new opportunity. 

Newness is something that is very popular in our culture.  Who doesn’t enjoy that “new car” smell, that fresh out 
of the box aroma of a new pair of leather shoes, or the smell of those pastries just coming out of the oven, or the feel of 
that nice Christmas sweater you just opened?  New Year’s resolutions have that new car smell at the moment.  We have 
a genuine intent to follow the resolutions, and we want to make this year different than other years, especially the last 
one.  But, we learn quickly that the average time between the moment we make our resolutions and the time we forget 
about them is sadly, three weeks.  By that time all the newness has been aired out of them, and they become mere 
chores.   

Instead, I’d like to offer us a different focus.  Let us instead, focus on provisions for the journey.  For instance, 
think of the times when the forecast calls for a blizzard and somehow the aisles in the grocery store for bread, milk and 
eggs are basically empty.  We certainly ran out of toilet paper back in March when the COVID-19 pandemic was an-
nounced.  We tend to focus on the days ahead and many buy these items as provisions for the unknown journey ahead 
of us. 

So my question for you is this as you focus on the year ahead: What are the most important “provisions” that you 
will need for the journey?  We now begin to see the end of the tunnel in front of us, but we still have a journey ahead of 
us.  When you think about the most challenging times in your life, what are the most important things you need?  Per-
sonally, I can think of some precious things that have gotten me through.  The majority of these things take up little or no 
physical space, which make sense because Jesus always encouraged his disciples to travel light.   

 
In Mark 6:8-9, Jesus “charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money 

in their belts; but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics.”  His point was to focus on them, not to be impoverished, 
but to clear their vision of material things, so that we can clearly see the most precious provisions of all: other people, 
and the presence of God in those people.  Of the most precious things on my journey, I look for the presence of God in 
my life. 

                                                        
 I also find within my soul those moments when I have been transported 
by beauty far beyond the ordinary.  The truth in scripture; a perfect song or po-
em, or word of wisdom from spiritual guidance, and those transcendent mo-
ments when I am building my relationship with God through the means of grace. 
 
 These are my provisions for the times the wind blows.  So at the begin-
ning of this new journey in the year 2021, as you put away your milk, eggs and 
bread, and yes, the toilet paper, I ask you to contemplate this: who and what 
are the real provisions of your life?  Think of them, and tuck them away in that 
special place in your heart that you reserve for precious things.  I will be sing-
ing: “This this a day of new beginnings, time to remember and move on, time to 
believe what love is bringing, laying to rest the pain that’s gone.” 
 
         
                                          In God’s Service,  Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez, District Superintendent                                                                                                                                 
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I choose to believe… 
 
“The angel said, ‘Don’t be afraid. I am here to announce a great and joyful event that is meant for eve-
rybody, worldwide; A Savior has just been born in David’s town, a Savior who is Messiah and Master.’” 
Luke 2: 10-11 (The Message) 
 
My Sisters and Brothers in the Body of Christ,  Blessings and joy of the coming of the Christ child! 
 
 The story of the birth of the child sounds like a fantasy mired in the traditions of an ancient tril-
ogy of God Almighty, the serving Son and the guiding Spirit. Tolkien and Lewis, masters of the medie-
val worlds of Middle Earth and Narnia, inspired such wonderful adventures with mystery and symbolism veiled in refer-
ence and foundation to the scriptures of good and evil, generosity and greed, and the true power of God over the forces 
of the dark side. 
 
 These not-so-subtle metaphoric fables not only educate the unbeliever, but also give inspiration and lore to we 
faithful. It also comes easy to align these tales of intertwined scriptures to stories of our lives and our own make believe. 
They are incredible stories of not just God’s love of humanity, but of our reach for love of God. We listen to parables and 
journeys and victories and defeats with awe and recognition of the human condition, even in the 21

st
 century. So relevant 

are the tales to our times that the cynics deride them as no more than a very creative fictional sales pitch with no basis in 
fact. So, without proof or merit, these great epics of the ancient Hebrew, the prophets and apostles are lumped together 
with fictional wanderings of hobbits and elves and wardrobes.  
 
 The fantasies created to bring the unbeliever into the fold has backfired, and the testaments of the Bible have 
been pulled into the spinning whirlpool of fiction and fantasy.  
 
 And we don’t get it…we lost the celebration of the birth of the Christ Child to the sleigh ride of the Claus and his 
elves…We have been losing members, brothers and sisters in Christ, for generations under guise of treating the truth as 
fictional fantasy to attract the lost…making it easier for them to accept the way….but to no avail. Our churches shrink in 
membership as the older believers die away and the younger promise of a future drift away, the buildings are boarded or 
repurposed. Today with our hands no longer folded in prayer, but open in question…Why?  I have to ask myself just 
what do you believe, Pastor? And let’s start at the beginning…with this birth story.   
 
 I can’t point to any proof that will hold up in a court of law, nor identify any documentation (with the exception of 
the aforementioned scriptures and their appointed cynical misgivings) that will, without a doubt, confirm the story of the 
birth of this Christ child with all the angels, shepherds, and Kings of Orient old. So, why do I believe?   
 
 Well, my brothers and sisters, my faith journey starts today…not 2000 years ago in some rustic stable. I see the 
mystery answered today in the ministries and ways of the cross. I see believers doing incredible work in the kingdom of 
the world to manifest the presence of our Triune God in the kingdom of heaven on earth. I hear the hope of generations 
laid out in the music and testimony of our faith.  And then I look to the prophets and disciples and saints of old who led 
us to this time and place of my covenant and those learned men and women who built the connecting bridge of faith in 
the Spirit of meaning and clarity. I literally back into this belief without all the earthly factual evidence and proof. The 
shadow of doubt fades and I simply choose to believe.  

 
 I believe that a young Virgin named Mary was visited by an angel of the Lord 
and freely accepted, without reservation or hesitation, an offer to carry this child of 
Grace and Joy.  I believe her husband was visited in a dream to counsel his ac-
ceptance of this covenant, to raise this child as his own. I believe that this child, Jesus 
of Nazareth, was raised in our human condition in preparation to walk among us in 
ministry and mission. I choose to believe.  
 
 I chose to believe this wonderful story as the beginning of a magnificent tale 
of love and compassion, adventure and servanthood, sacrifice and resurrection.  I 
further chose to believe that this story is my story, our story, a story of struggle and 

denial, of sin and forgiveness, of certainty and misgivings, of love and compassion, of cross and resurrection.  
This I choose to believe!  
 
 May I live up to my own expectation and prayer, a prayer for a New Year of hope and promise revealed in the 
birth of this Christ Child.  

In CX, g  
 
“When at last, in the midst of this world’s night, the Child is born, give us wisdom to kneel and joy to serve, that sharing 
in the glory we may be saved from doubt and pride, through thy most Holy Spirit. Amen”    Samuel H. Miller 
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Please Note:   
 
The Harrisonburg District Office will follow the Harrisonburg City School 
closings for inclement weather this winter.  If the Harrisonburg City 
Schools are closed, the Harrisonburg District Office will also be closed.  
The District Superintendent may be contacted at 202-285-5767 in the event 
of an emergency. 

The Harrisonburg District extends its sympathies to the following on their loss: 
 
Pastor Raul Trejo, brother-in-law of Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez, died  
Friday, December 4, 2020 in Mexico City, Mexico. 
 
Bishop Sharma Lewis' mother, Mrs. Alethia Lewis, died on Saturday,  
December 12, 2020.  
 
Mr. Tommy Foltz, past District UMM President (8 years) and Secretary
-Treasurer (24 years), Member of District Committee on Church and  
Location (21 years) died Saturday, December 12, 2020. 
 
Rev. Richard Worden, former pastor and District Superintendent in the 
Virginia Annual conference, retired to the Harrisonburg District, died on  
Thursday, December 17, 2020. 
 
Glenna McNett Rhodes, mother of Ted Rhodes, member of the District Board of Trustees,  
died on  Saturday, December 19, 2020.                                                                                                                             

 

 
 
 

We have some important dates coming up in the near future that you need to plan 
for: 
  
Wednesday, December 30th, 2020 at 8:00 am - Statistical Tables in EVC are Open 
for Data Entry  
  
Monday, January 11th, 2021 at Midnight - Completed Data Entry for Line 2a 
through Line 7 (Table I) in EVC 
  
Wednesday, January 13th, 2021 at 3:00 pm - Hard deadline for Clergy Preference 
forms  
  
Friday, January 15th, 2021 at Midnight - Completed Data Entry Table I in EVC 
  
Sunday, January 31st, 2021 at Midnight - Completed Data Entry Table II and Table 
III in EVC 
  
Please pass this information to anyone in your church that these dates pertain 
to and if you have any questions regarding these dates please let the District 
Office know!   
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January 1 (Friday)-VUMCenter-Glen Allen & Harrisonburg District Office closed for New Year’s Day 
January 6 (Wednesday)-Epiphany 
January 7 (Thursday) - UMW Executive Committee Meeting - Virtually 7:00 p.m.* 

January 11 (Monday)-Statistical Table I, Lines 2a-7 due,  Midnight Deadline * 
January 13 (Wednesday)-Deadline for Joint Pastor & S-PPRC tenure forms to District Office  - 3:00 p.m. * 
January 14 (Thursday)-District Committee on the Ordained Ministry Interviews, beginning at 9:00 a.m. (Virtually) 
January 15 (Friday)-Complete Table I, Midnight Deadline * 
January 18 (Monday)- VUMCenter-Glen Allen & Harrisonburg District Office closed for Martin Luther King Day Observance 

January 18-22 (Monday through Friday) - “Days For All People” - Virginia Interfaith Center* 

January 19 (Tuesday)-Last day to remit 2020 Conference & District Apportionments to the Conference Office 
January 22 (Friday) - United Methodist Day at the General Assembly,  Richmond* 

January 31 (Sunday)-Statistical Tables II & III,  Midnight Deadline * 
February 2 (Tuesday)-Partners in Ministry, Dayton UMC, 9:00 a.m. “Holy Yoga” and “Contemplative Prayer” 

 

All events are subject to change.    * Denotes related article elsewhere in this newsletter 

                        A challenge to Read the Bible in 2021 

                                       Bible Readings for January 2021 
 

Bishop Lewis has been encouraging the clergy and laity of the Virginia Conference 
to read the Bible in a year since 2017. Each year has featured a different way of 
reading. 
 

Tips on reading the Bible daily: 
 

 Start reading the Bible today. 

 Set aside a specific time and place each day.  Set your schedule and then stick to it.   

 Mornings are great, but feel free to use any time that works consistently in your schedule. 

 Get a good study Bible to help illuminate the meaning of the original Hebrew, Aramaic, 
             and Greek text 

 Choose a translation to use during your reading. 

 Say a short prayer to God before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom 
             and understanding. 

 Dive in and enjoy the richness of God’s Word!  Apply God’s Word to your life.   
              
Bible study should be practiced and applicable.  These seven steps will help you begin a  
journey to becoming a “lifelong learner” of God’s Word.    

 
 Join in 2021 and commit to reading the Bible all the way through Genesis-Revelation in 
one year. You can access the daily readings  

by clicking here conference website or BibleGateway.com. 
  
[resource:  http://www.vaumc.org/pages/bishop-Lewis/biblechallenge] 

From the Bishop 

January 1 Genesis 1-3 
January 2 Genesis 4-7 
January 3 Genesis 8-11 
January 4 Genesis 12-15 
January 5 Genesis 16-18 
January 6 Genesis 19-21 
January 7 Genesis 22-24 
January 8 Genesis 25-26 
January 9 Genesis 27-29 
January 10 Genesis 30-31 
January 11 Genesis 32-34 
January 12 Genesis 35-37 
January 13 Genesis 38-40 
January 14 Genesis 41-42 
January 15 Genesis 43-45 
January 16 Genesis 46-47 
January 17 Genesis 48-50 
January 18 Exodus 1-3 
January 19 Exodus 4-6 
January 20 Exodus 7-9 
January 21 Exodus 10-12 
January 22 Exodus 13-15 
January 23 Exodus 16-18 
January 24 Exodus 19-21 
January 25 Exodus 22-24 
January 26 Exodus 25-27 
January 27 Exodus 28-29 
January 28 Exodus 30-32 
January 29 Exodus 33-35 
January 30 Exodus 36-38 
January 31 Exodus 39-40 

 2017- read the Bible straight through 

 2018- read the Bible chronologically 

 2019- read the Bible in a blended style; a mixture of Old Testament readings  

 and New Testament each day. 

 2020-read the Bible with a thematic reading plan 

 2021- read the Bible straight through from Genesis –Revelation 
Click here to view/save 2021 challenge in pdf 

https://dandist.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=10c84b36b5e5f8cf7c502d428&id=496b45293f&e=713b8604ee
https://dandist.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=10c84b36b5e5f8cf7c502d428&id=13c043bcff&e=713b8604ee
http://doc.vaumc.org/BishopLewis/2021BibleChallenge.pdf
http://doc.vaumc.org/BishopLewis/2021BibleChallenge.pdf
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Sisters and Brothers,   
Grace, Mercy and Peace to you all in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   
 
These are extraordinary times.  There is hope on the horizon:  we now have two Covid vaccines being 
rushed out to us and I will get the vaccine as soon as I can.  I am reminded of the writer of Hebrews 12:1-
2a, as he encourages us, “  …  since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses,  …  let us 
run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of 
faith.”  Our walk with Jesus is a marathon, not a sprint;  as Believers, we are ‘long-haul’ participants, not 
‘drag racers’.  Many times, our haste to get to the finish line gets in the way of enjoying the ‘joy of the 
journey’ of walking with the Lord.  I’ve noticed numerous times that Jesus carries me for a while, just to 
help me catch my breath.  Regardless of what we are going thru (and I doubt we’ll soon forget 2020) we 
have Jesus’ absolute promise, “The best is yet to come …”   
 
Below are some down-home words of wisdom from my good friend and mentor, Dale Dodrill.  When he 
has something to say, I listen.  Y’all should too. 
 

Thermometer of Thermostat? 
I am a visual learner.  When we purchased toys for our boys to be assembled, I always tried to assemble 
them by the picture on the container.  Usually, I had to ask my wife to read the directions as I assembled 
them. 
 
In my messages, I often try to use an object to emphasize a point.  Jesus was a master of relating his teach-
ing to everyday things:  examples:  vine and branches.   
 
Today, I am using two objects that are found inside the majority of homes in the Valley.   Those items are a 
thermometer and thermostat.  The thermometer shows the temperature of the house and changes only as 
the condition within the house changes.  It just goes along with its environment. 

 
Whereas, the thermostat is connected to a power source that has the ability to change the tempera-
ture within the house to a more desirable level.  For the believer, the Holy Spirit dwelling in us is that 
power source.  By God's love and grace, we can work to improve and make our surroundings bet-
ter. 
 
Everyday, we make many choices throughout the day.  Did my choices show me functioning, as a 
thermometer or a thermostat?  
 

Dale Dodrill  -  Chairman Emeritus, District Lay Servant Committee 
 
Kathy and my Christmas Prayer for everyone is for a blessed, gentle and safe Christmas.   

 
Spend at least as much time trying to figure out what you can do with what you have as we do lamenting about what we 
can’t do with what we don’t have. 

 
Walk humbly with God; walk gently with your neighbor and be at peace with yourself.   
 
                                                                                                             Joe Amend <><    Director of Lay Servant Ministries 

All laity are  
Lay Servants  

Kingsway Prison and Family Outreach has experienced hardships this past year with not being 
allowed to go inside prisons and jails to minister in person, but it has been a great year for helping 
those on the outside and those Covid related cases.   
 
Even though we had to keep the office locked and by appointment only, we were able to help returning citizens in many 
ways.  Most of those returning to society come out with no phones, boots or hygiene items, and we have been there for 
them.  
 
Because of the amazing support we received this past year at Christmas, we were able to prepare 6,000 inmate gifts  
and about 250 children this past year.  Because of social distancing regulations, we were not able to wrap the children's 
gifts, but we heard from several of the guardians who enjoyed wrapping them for the children.  One of the women re-
cently released from prison visited the office and thanked us for allowing her to wrap her children's gifts and how much 
fun she had working with her mother in wrapping them.  She said this had been the first Christmas in 10 years she had 
been sober, drug free and able to enjoy preparing for Christmas.  She attributed it to meeting Jesus in prison and how 
He changed her.  She is looking forward to being able to get her own place soon and having her children with her.  She 
is now staying with her mother and her children.  God is Good!   
 
Kingsway is not just a Christmas ministry; we need your support year round, so don’t forget!   Check out our website 
kingswayoutreach.org and find us on Facebook at Kingsway Prison and Family Outreach. 

                                    Have a Happy New Year and stay safe, 
  Louise Jennings 

http://kingswayoutreach.org


UMW NEWS:  
  
Throughout the season of Advent, 2020, the words hope, faith, joy and peace were a sig-
nificant part of our Christian preparation for Christmas.  As the new year begins to take 
shape, those words can be our challenge.  With 2020 behind us, we have a great oppor-
tunity to engage our faith experiences and joy of the Lord, to bring hope and peace to oth-
ers. Hebrews 11:6 “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 
comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek 
Him.” 
 

The District UMW Executive Committee will meet virtually on January 7, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.  We will review our upcoming 
missions and events. 
 
Our General Assembly Day experience will look different this year. The week January 18-22, will be designated as 
“Days for All People,” a week, planned for awareness and advocacy for the marginalized.  The last day Friday, January 
22nd, is UM Church General Assembly Day.  (See article below) 
 
On March 13

th
, we will, virtually, participate in our District Spiritual Life Retreat.  Our guest speaker will be Melissa White, 

upcoming UMW Vice President.  She is a delightful lady and a wonderful speaker.  She will share “When We Begin to 
Understand Jesus.”  Please plan to join us on that day. 
 
Mary Jane Rawley, well known to this area and recent Virginia Conference UMW President, shared an interesting word 
in her Monday Morning Devotion, “Joy-A-Tude!!  Having the joy of the Lord, regardless of circumstances.” So, our chal-
lenge for the year might be; rely on that joy and believe God will faithfully guide us! 
 
I look forward to our coming year working together.  Our communications with each other are so important.  Whether you 
are a part of a unit or there is not on in your church, you are always welcome to join us.  Please call or e-mail with ideas 
or concerns. I encourage you to stay in touch. Happy New Year, dear sisters! 
 

Barbara Phillips, District UMW President  
(grammybp@gmail.com)  

Cell 383-9972 / Home 896-7664 
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Letter from Executive Director—Kim Bobo 

 
CLICK BELOW TO REGISTER

The 2021 General Assembly (GA) will be here before we know it.  I’m afraid it will be 
a different (and challenging) GA for us given its short duration, virtual format, and 
new limits on bills. Nonetheless, we are doing our best to schedule meetings with legislators this month (thanks to many 
of you for helping with this), nail down bills and patrons, and provide quality educational materials on our priorities.  
 
It is now time to register for “Days for All People” (not one day, but DAYS).  We have an exciting virtual plan for the 
week of January 18-22. 
 
· Monday, which is MLK day, will be a day of community service.  
· Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday will include Zoom lobby visits in the morning and educational workshops (an hour 
each) in the afternoon.  
· Thursday at 4:00 p.m. we will screen the documentary, "The Human Element." 
 
At noon each day we will have amazing keynote speakers including: 
o Bishop Sharma Lewis who leads the Virginia Conference of the United Methodist Church 
o Sister Helen Prejean, criminal justice advocate and author of the bestselling book, "Dead Man Walking"  
o Mr. Baldemar Velasquez, farmworker organizer and advocate  
o Governor Ralph Northam  
o  Friday at noon we will host prayer vigils highlighting the need to abolish the death penalty. You can join one of five 
larger gatherings (all social distancing) across the state or gather a small group of folks to do your own social distancing 
event in your congregation’s parking lot or at one of the many lynching sites across the Commonwealth. 
 
Register before January 1 to get the early bird $10 rate. (Can’t beat the price!)  Given the virtual program plan, registra-
tion will be in two steps: 
Step 1 - EVENT REGISTRATION - register and submit payment first   
Step 2 - Once you're registered you'll be invited to the SESSION SIGNUP page (no additional cost) where you can 
access all Zoom links for the keynotes, plenaries, film screening, workshops, and regional meetings. Then you’ll be given 
options to register and get links for workshops. 
 

Home page centered around abolishing the death penalty: https://vaumc.org/churchsociety/ 
Clergy petition to abolish the death penalty:  

https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/petition/sign?sid=140&reset=1 

https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=153 

mailto:grammybp@gmail.com
https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/mailing/url?u=19237&qid=5945452
https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/mailing/url?u=19261&qid=5945452
https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/mailing/url?u=19237&qid=5945452
https://vaumc.org/churchsociety/
https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/petition/sign?sid=140&reset=1
https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=153
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                                                        MISSION CENTRAL NEWS 
          Check out our website prepared by Bev Earman: http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/  

 
 

 

Greetings from Mission  
Central Children’s  
Clothes Closet!   
 
Merry Christmas and blessings 
to you all.  We are so grateful for the tremendous 
support from our church community that enables us 
to be God’s hands and feet in caring for our neigh-
bors.  Thank you for making our mission possible. 
  
December has already been a busy month, as our 
clients prepare for their children’s Christmas.  We 
set up a toy area of new and gently used toys and 
books for them to take, as well as holiday outfits as 
an extra treat.  The word always seems to get out, 
and the Clothes Closet has been a popular destina-
tion, with quite a few new families joining our rolls in 
the last two months.  Seventy families came to us 
in the first half of December alone!  
 
We are doing our best to manage while Artie Fred-
erick, our beloved director, completes her chemo 
treatments.  She said to tell you that she feels great 
and is “blessed beyond measure.”  She can testify 
to the awesome power of prayer!  She is still as ac-
tive as always behind the scenes.  When the rest of 
us volunteers come in to tackle a chore, she and 
Dave have already been there and finished the job! 
It is like having our very own Secret Santa (smile).  
She has blessed all of us volunteers so much, and 
taught us what it means to “do unto the least of 
these.”  Please keep her in your prayers. 
 
We have received many blessings, and are trying 
to pay close attention so that we don’t miss seeing 
or hearing God’s voice.  When we run low on 
socks, PJs, or some other item, suddenly we get a 
big donation of them!  When we recently received 
literally sacks of donations, one of our UMC youth 
groups came and sorted clothes for us, and did an 
amazing job!  One of our other young teen volun-
teers prepared many hygiene kits to give out and 
purchased art kits that were a huge hit with the cli-
ents as Christmas gifts.  So, we don’t worry; God 
will provide.  
 
Our clients are also a part of our team.  They bring 
us outgrown clothes and toys, and are a major 
source of our donations.  They want to give back.  
Our last open evening, one client stepped up to 
help us check people in from the long line that had 
formed.  She knew many of the clients personally, 
and translated for me when my attempts at Spanish 
brought confusion or laughter, haha!  She told me 
she would come back whenever needed, so that 
was a huge gift from God. 
              
                 (continued on next column) 

Harrisonburg District Mission Central    
Physical location: 1704 Smithland Road,  

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
Mailing address:  Post Office Box 2026,  

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

Equipment for Caring at Mis-
sion Central is open Mondays 
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. and Thurs-
days 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m., except 
with holidays or with snowy 
weather when we go by Rocking-
ham County school closings. 

 
 We continue to receive and appreciate donations of 
wheel chairs, shower chairs, bedside commodes, 
walkers and other medical equipment. We are not 
accepting hospital beds for the moment but are 
working on getting storage space for these which 
will be close to our present site. We have hospital 
beds, mattress and bedrails which we can loan out. 
We also accept and have disposables such as dia-
pers, pullups, bed pads, sterile wound supplies, 
ostomy and oxygen supplies. 
 
We thank all who have been a part of providing 
these to our local community including Harrisonburg, 
and the counties of Rockingham, Shenandoah, Au-
gusta and Page Counties by donating your time, 
money or used equipment or new supplies.  
 
If you have questions about donations, or would like 
to volunteer please contact:  
Delores Reid at 540-383-6112 
 
Each one of you makes this mission possible. 
Check us out on Facebook or our website. 
www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com 
www.Harrisonburgdistrict.org/ministries    
 
Thank you and blessings to all and may you have a 
wonderful year in 2021,                        Delores Reid  

So, thank you for letting me be a part of this wonder-
ful mission.  All of your volunteers have also been 
blessed beyond measure.  May your Christmas be 
full of the light and love of Christ! 

Donna Tinsley 

http://www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com
http://www.Harrisonburgdistrict.org/ministries


                                            Worship Opportunities on the Harrisonburg District 
Listing of churches who have returned back to worship,  

either in-person, drive-in or other means  
 

Aisle 7 (Verona) ■ Annex ■ Asbury ■ Bethany ■ Bridgewater ■ Caplingers (Fulks Run) ■ Cedar Grove - 
(Mountain Valley) ■ Cherry Grove (Singers Glen) ■ Christ (Shenandoah) ■ Clover Hill ■ Columbia Furnace ■ 

Crimora ■ Dayton ■ Donovan Memorial (Singers Glen) ■ Edom (Fellowship-Linville-Edom) ■ Elkton ■  
Evangelical ■ Fellowship (Fellowship-Linville-Edom) ■ Fields (Shenandoah) ■ First (Timberville) ■ Furnace 

(Blue Ridge) ■ Grottoes ■ Hawkinstown (Mount Pleasant) ■ Hensley (Blue Ridge) ■ John Wesley ■  
Jollett (Blue Ridge) ■ Keezletown ■ Linville (Fellowship-Linville-Edom) ■ Luray ■ Manor Memorial ■  

Massanutten Charge ■ McGaheysville ■ Mount Carmel (Fulks Run) ■  
Mount Crawford (Mt Crawford-Mt Sidney) ■ Mount Jackson (Mt Jackson-Quicksburg) ■ Mount Olive ■  

Mount Pleasant (Blue Ridge) ■ Mount Sidney (Mt Crawford-Mt Sidney) ■ Mountain Valley ■ Mount Horeb  
■ Mount Pisgah ■ Mount Pleasant (Blue Ridge) ■ Mount Zion (Mount Solon) ■ New Hope ■ Oak Level ■ 

Otterbein Chapel (Mount Pleasant) ■ (Fort Valley) ■ Page ■ Parnassus ■ Quicksburg (Mt Jackson) ■  
Riverside (Fulks Run) ■ Shenandoah Valley—Mount Zion (Strasburg) ■ Shenandoah Valley—Mount Zion 

(Woodstock) ■ St. James ■ Stanley ■ Strasburg ■ Sunset Drive (Broadway) ■ Toms Brook ■  
Union Forge (Columbia Furnace) ■ Verona ■ Vision of Hope ■ Weyers Cave ■ White Chapel (Fort Valley)  

■ Woodstock 
 
Be sure to read the latest update on the Technical Assistance Manual (TAM) - updated December 11, 2020. 

 
The Mission & Ministry (M&M) Workgroup continues to meet regularly to review and consider revisions based 

on the feedback of United Methodists from all across Virginia. We are grateful for the perseverance of our 
churches and other ministries through this pandemic.    

Click here to take you to vaumc.org: Return to In-Person Worship page 
 

A REMINDER THAT PASTORS NEED TO GET PRIOR APPROVAL FROM THE DS BEFORE  
CONVENING WITH EITHER DRIVE-IN OR IN PERSON WORSHIP.   
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From Sue MacTavish, District Librarian  
January 2021 featured item: 

 

Surrounded by Grace:  
A Bible Study for Lent by Bill Thomas, 2017.  

 

Grace is unmerited favor from God. But does the average churchgoer really 
understand what grace means for them? Bill Thomas’ Surrounded by Grace: A Bible 
Study for Lent is a Bible study based on the Gospel of John and is designed for all of 
us in answer to the question of what grace is in today’s context. From the story of Jesus turning water into 
wine at the wedding in Cana to his conversation with the Samaritan woman at the well, Thomas uses John’s 
words to affirm that the Lord’s favor extends to all no matter how insignificant we see ourselves or our prob-
lems.  
 
Surrounded by Grace is a 7- session Lenten study and can be found in the Bible/ Bible Studies section (top 
two shelves) of the Library. 

Stop by the District Office and “check out” the Library.  Please remember to check out library items 
by signing the book card in pocket with your name and church and date – you may keep as long as 
you need – but remember to return when finished so that others may borrow.  Thanks,  Sue 
  

 

https://vaumc.org/return/
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In light of on-going gathering restrictions, the Quadrennial Clergy Ethics Training,  “The 
Minister as Moral Theologian,” has been adapted into a series of asynchronous and syn-
chronous video sessions.   
  
Participants will register for the live training date that is most convenient and will com-
plete the asynchronous portions prior to attending that session. Clergy in districts where 
this training did not travel to, or clergy who were not able to attend a local training event, 
now have the opportunity to participate without the restriction of travel. If you were Li-
censed for Pastoral Ministry, or otherwise received your first appointment in Virginia, 
beginning July 1, 2017 - your participation in the Basic Ethics 101 and 102 courses ex-
empts you from this required training. You are most welcome and we encourage you to 

attend if you are able.  
  
Registration is open for the following live training dates. Four days prior to the live event, prerecorded video 
segments and resources will be emailed to you. This asynchronous work is required prior to attending the live training. 
 
                                         Zoom Live Training events begin at 9:30 a.m. and conclude at 12:30 p.m. 
                                          Wednesday, February 10, 2021                  Wednesday, February 24, 2021 
                                          Thursday, March 11, 2021                           Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
                                          Wednesday, April 14, 2021                         Thursday, April 22, 2021 

 
Attendance is required only once a quadrennium.   

 
Details and registration are available from https://na.eventscloud.com/ehome/269796  

This is mandatory for Clergy. 

Special Sundays in 2021 
 

Special Sundays in The United Methodist Church are intended to illustrate the nature and calling of the church and 
are celebrated annually. Special Sundays are placed on the calendar in the context of the Christian year, which is 
designed to make clear the calling of the church as the people of God, and to give persons the opportunity to contrib-
ute offerings to special programs. Your support is critical to the survival of these important ministries (listed below) 
and for sharing God’s gifts around the world. Six General Conference-approved Special Sundays with offerings are 
listed in boldface type. Offerings on Special Sundays or time periods are marked with an asterisk (*). Other times of 
special recognition approved by the General Conference and/or Virginia Conference are also listed.  
 

Men’s Ministry Sunday (any Sunday in the year) 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) Awareness Sunday (any Sunday in the year) 

 
January 17 – Human Relations Day (Sunday before Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday observance) 

http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/human-relations-day 
 

The month of February – Heart Havens, Inc., Month * 
 

February 7 – Disability Awareness Sunday (First Sunday in February) 
 

March 14 – UMCOR Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Lent) 
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/one-great-hour-of-sharing 

 
April 18 – Native American Ministries Sunday (Third Sunday of Easter) 

http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/native-american-ministries-sunday 
 

May 2 – Older Adult Recognition Sunday (First Sunday in May) 
 

May 9-June 20, 2021 – Mother’s Day/Father’s Day Samaritan Program Offering * (Pinnacle Living) 
 

May 23 – Heritage Sunday (Sunday on or preceding Aldersgate Day, May 24) 
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/pwjs-promo-card 

 
The month of June – Virginia Annual Conference Offering * – National Hunger Awareness Day recognition during 

Worship (Any Sunday in June) 
 

The month of September – Christian Education Sunday (Any Sunday in September) 
 

October 3 – World Communion Sunday (First Sunday in October) 
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/world-communion-sunday 

 
October 10 – Children’s Sabbath (Second Sunday in October or any time during the year) 

 
October 17 – Laity Sunday (Third Sunday in October) 

 
November 14 – Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday (Second Sunday in November) 

 
November 28 – United Methodist Student Day (Last Sunday in November) 

http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/united-methodist-student-day 
 

The month of December – UMFS of Virginia Month* 

https://na.eventscloud.com/ehome/269796
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/human-relations-day
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/one-great-hour-of-sharin
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/native-american-ministries-sunday
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/pwjs-promo-card
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/world-communion-sunday
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/united-methodist-student-day
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Harrisonburg District on the web at 
www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

Harrisonburg District on Facebook at 
Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 

Virginia Conference on the web at 
www.vaumc.org 

This is a video series designed to engage clergy and laity in authentic conversations about race and reconcili-
ation. Learn more and access curriculum and videos at www.vaumc.org/racerelations. 
  

On May 29, 2020, Bishop Sharma Lewis asked the question, 
“When do we as children of God in the second largest annual confer-
ence in The United Methodist connection decide to have the crucial 
conversations and examine our own experiential and inherited stories 
of race and racism?” The Race and Race Relations Subgroup of the 
Bishop’s Cabinet began work to help answer that question. 

 
The Virginia Roots, Race, and Discipleship curriculum is a 

first step to address racism in the Virginia Annual Conference of the 
United Methodist Church.  This series includes videos and interviews 
that acknowledge and document Virginia’s role in forming and continu-
ing race prejudice and racial discrimination embedded in law, customs, 
and institutions, including the Church. 

 
This resource is a work in progress with three sessions current-

ly with more to come in the next few months. The resource includes a 
participant’s guide, facilitator’s notes, a one-minute introductory video 
for each episode, and 12-14 videos when completed.  

 
The small group study encourages 
participants to listen, learn, and en-
gage in healthy dialogue about history, race, and discipleship. The goal is 
for all clergy and laity to acknowledge racism as a sin and take action to 
dismantle racism in our families, houses of worship, our community, and 
the workplace. 
 

Learn more and access curriculum and videos at  
www.vaumc.org/racerelations.   

Virginia Conference Vision 
  
To be disciples of Jesus Christ who 
are lifelong learners who influence 

others to serve. 
 

— Bishop Sharma D. Lewis 
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Are you sensing a call to  
Christian ministry? 

 
Randolph-Macon College is com-
mittee to nurturing young adults 
who are sensing a call to Christian 

vocation.  The A. Purnell Bailey Pre-Ministerial  
Program offers half-tuition during a student's 
freshmen/sophomore years and a full-tuition during the junior/senior 
years, along with two internships in ministry settings.   
 
We hope to remove the financial obstacles from those who are seeking to 
follow God’s call and prayer for a life of ministry. 
 
Find out more and apply at: 

www/rmc.edu/academics/pre-ministerial. 

http://www.vaumc.org/racerelations
http://www.vaumc.org/racerelations

