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“In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree, in cocoons, a hidden promise:   

butterflies will soon be free!  In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, unrevealed 
until its season, something God alone can see” - Natalie Sleeth 

                                                                                 
I confess that winter sometimes makes me nervous, especially when it comes to possible traveling to a com-
mitment through a snow storm.  As a pastor, I did not like having snow on a Sunday.  But each winter is dif-
ferent and brings different challenges as a blizzard may come our way, or temperatures are below freezing, 
or we get a mixture of snow and ice.  My daughter’s school was canceled several times, even on dates I 
thought were not necessary.  Of course, she enjoyed it! 
 
No matter what winter may bring, I believe that most of us were anxiously waiting for spring to show up.  I often heard folks saying:  
“No more, please.  No more!”  I often thought of the homeless or those whose electricity was cut off because of the extreme high bills.  
I thought of those who work part time and get paid by the hour and lost income because they couldn’t get to work, or their work was 
canceled due to snow or a government shut-down.  I thought of those who experienced a health issue and had to drive through a 
winter storm in order to get health care.  I thought of those who had to travel and their flights got canceled or were caught in traffic 
due to an accident.  I thought of those who were hurt in an accident.  I thought of the elderly that had to shovel their driveways or 
those that suffered a fall and broke their arm or leg. 
 
At the same time, there were those that enjoyed building a snow man.  Or those that made angel wings.  Or those that went outside 
and went sleigh riding or skiing.  Or those that got into a snow ball fight and had fun.  Or those who enjoyed a day off.  For some, 
they had a chance to have quality family time.  Others built a fire at the wood stove and burned marshmallows.   
 
Yes, winter brings uncertainties as well as many challenges.  I hope we took this opportunity to be in a closer relationship with God 
by praying, reading the Bible, calling a friend or a family member that we haven’t seen in a long time, participating in daily devotional.  
What about praying for those I mentioned before that had to endure the winter in such a difficult way?  Or even better, by visiting the 
sick, and by extending a hand to those in need. 
 
The Hymn of Promise by Natalie Sleeth is one of my favorite hymns.  It reminds me in times of uncertainty that spring is coming.  It 
reminds me that Jesus is the promise that only God can see, but it will be revealed in His resurrection.  Jesus, in the last weeks be-
fore his death, showed us that even during difficult times, God is with each one of us, even when it is not yet revealed. 
 
Jesus experienced a very hard winter, but he continued to be in a closer relationship with God and God was with him the entire time.  
As you continue to pray daily, God will move you to walk the journey of faith.  All the prayers must be Christ-centered with a desire to 
grow in God’s grace and joy as we bring the hope of Jesus to our community. 

 
 

Yes, spring is here!   
Yes, hope is here!   

But most important, the Resurrection is HERE!                                                                      
 
                                                                                                                             

                                                        In Christ, Victor Gómez            
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                       A challenge to read the Bible in 2019 

                                         Bible Readings for April 
 

In 2017 participants were asked to read the Bible straight through and in 2018 you were asked to read the Bible chronologi-
cally.  For 2019 the Bible challenge will be a blended style of reading, a mixture of Old Testament readings and New Testament 
each day.   
   

 April 1  Proverbs 25-26; Hebrews 3   April 16  Leviticus 25; Revelation 3  
 April 2   Proverbs 27-29; Hebrews 4   April 17    Leviticus 26-27; Revelation 4 
 April 3   Proverbs 30-31; Hebrews 5        April 18    Daniel 1-2; Revelation 5    
 April 4  Leviticus 1-3; Hebrews 6   April 19  Daniel 3-4; Revelation 6 
 April 5    Leviticus 4-5; Hebrews 7   April 20   Daniel 5-7; Revelation 7 
 April 6  Leviticus 6-7; Hebrews 8   April  21   Daniel 8-10; Revelation 8 
 April 7  Leviticus 8-10; Hebrews 9   April  22    Daniel 11-12; Revelation 9 
 April 8  Leviticus 11-12; Hebrews 10:1-18  April  23    Ecclesiastes 1-3; Revelation 10 
 April 9  Leviticus 13; Hebrews 10:19-39  April 24   Ecclesiastes 4-6; Revelation 11 
 April 10  Leviticus 14; Hebrews 11:1-19   April 25    Ecclesiastes 7-9; Revelation 12  
 April 11  Leviticus 15-16; Hebrews 11:20-40  April 26    Ecclesiastes 10-12; Revelation 13 
 April 12  Leviticus 17-18; Hebrews 12      April 27    Numbers 1-2; Revelation 14 
 April 13  Leviticus 19-20; Hebrews 13       April 28    Numbers 3-4; Revelation 15 
 April 14    Leviticus 21-22; Revelation 1   April 29  Numbers 5-6; Revelation 16 
 April 15   Leviticus 23-24; Revelation 2   April 30  Numbers 7-8; Revelation 17 
[resource:  www.vaumc.org  >  office & staff  > Bishop > 2019 Bible Challenge] 

 
 

A Prideful Stain 
 

May the Lord, our God, come to you in mercy and grace, in wisdom and discernment, in fellowship and compassion in 
this day and all those to come.  Amen. 
 

I am not naturally a prideful man.  I am not really sure why or how I became so; probably to compete in a prideful world where ego 
and arrogance are admired and encouraged as a social and economic necessity.  That said, as a late blooming child of God, it has 
proven both difficult and disconcerting to pull back from all those years of prioritizing leadership, management, profit, and readiness 
at the expense of goodness and the will of God. 
 

But now I ask, as a Christian, cannot we be prideful?  After all, Jesus himself called out to his disciples, “I am the way and the truth 
and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”  (John 14:6) This is a basic tenet of our faith.  As believers, we are 
certainly better off than those that know not the way, truth, and life in Christ.  Can’t we take pride in the attainment of our salvation 
and the knowledge of the Way and the Word, to believe we are better off than the rest of humanity who live and die without a clue, 
without the Promise of the Hope? 
 

The basic flaw in this prideful question is that pride starts within each of us, self-actuated glory usually does; it has no matter or 
bearing to anyone else, just us.  We feel good about ourselves, justified in our relevance and our perceived self-importance among 
our peers. 

 

A turn to the scriptures and the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector praying in the Tem-
ple (Luke 18:9-14) can clearly reveal Jesus’ lesson to show us in the Pharisee a pride centered 
in the accomplishments in one’s self, while in the tax collector a pride offered in the humility of 
his sinfulness.  Which of these is working with God and which is working for himself?  The Phari-
see is pridefully working the “system”  to attain the rewards that come with checking off each of 
the rules, while our tax collector is calling out for forgiveness and help, offering himself to the will 
of God.  Although God still works with the Pharisee to do good, God is working through the sin-
ner, the tax collector, to the Glory of God.  If Glory starts within us what good is it?  But if the 

Glory starts with God and passes through us to the children of God in His mercy and grace, then surely God will use us in ways that 
we can never know or understand.  As the Pharisee completes his list, the tax collector offers himself as a humble living sacrifice. 
 

Through the Prophet Jeremiah, God offers us the lesson in pride that builds on this humility and resonates with me as the next steps 
of discernment in our beloved United Methodist Church and the Way Forward. 

(continued on page 6) 



From Harrisonburg District Co-Lay Leader Joe Amend: 
 

OK, Now WHAT?!? 
 

The 2019 called General Conference of The United Methodist Church is history.  The real question becomes, 
Ok, Now What?1?  What are we supposed to do?  The answer is found in the last two verses of the book of 
Matthew - Chapter 28, verses 19-20.  It reads, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and (20) teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” 
 

We are now at one of those  “hold my sweet tea and watch this…” moments in each of our lives.  The Great Commission is our Mis-
sion, what organizational behavior gurus called the “What”.  Our job as 21st Century Christians is to determine the “How” - as in “How 
in the world are we going to do this?” 

 

Our marching orders are clear!  Go! Make Disciples!  Baptize!  Teach!  The UMC has restated this 
into our mission statement:  “To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  
And whose authority are we working under?  The Church?  Your local pastor?  The Staff-Parish Rela-
tions Committee?  The Virginia Conference?  Nope, nope, nope and nope! We are operating under 
the authority of our risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  Do we ever need any more authority than 
this?  Never!  However, before we can “make disciples” we  must first be a disciple ourselves. 
 

Through salvation offered in Jesus Christ, God has bridged the gap of sin and death that separates people from God - and separates 
people from each other.  To put it bluntly sister and brothers, Jesus took the nails for each one of us!  Remember, you have never 
known, don’t know now or will never know in the future anyone that Jesus didn’t die for.  How should this realization affect the way we 
treat each other? 
 

God calls for people in each generation - people like you and me - to stand with Jesus to help bridge the separation between God and 
people.  This is where the grace of Jesus Christ needs to be made real.  And the marvelous thing God has designed is this task does-
n’t fall to the best-looking, most-athletic, the smartest or the most eloquent.  No, this task falls to the chosen few who like the Prophet 
Isaiah some 2,700 years ago replied, “Here I am, send me!”  Being a disciple of Jesus is open to anyone who says ‘yes’ to Jesus.  No 
exceptions! Discipleship is closed to those who don’t answer the invite - or to those who say no to God’s open invitation. 
 

Theologically, all believers are baptized in Christ and are one in Christ.  God didn’t place any restrictions on who could be baptized.  
All are members of the body of Christ, every member is important, and no individual is more important than another.  We should al-
ways show all humankind the type of love that considers other people’s needs at least as important as our own.  Y’all most definitely 
means all!!! 
 

Our mission as Jesus’ disciples is to make Jesus real for people.  Our job is how do we re-present Jesus to those around us?  The 
church is not made up of ‘holy huddles’, but rather the church is ‘triage for sinners’ like you and me.  It is a ministry of love.  And one 
of the priceless gifts God offers thru each of us is the gift of hope. 
 

Mission also implies doing something.  A very wise man once told me it is much better to strive to do great things and fail, than to do 
nothing and succeed. 
 

What are the characteristics of the Disciple’s Mission?  The mission is personal.  Be authentic.  Witness for Jesus in a way that is 
natural to you.  God wants us to be ourselves.  Take notice - are all of Jesus’ Disciples the same?  Does everybody talk the same?  
Look the same?  Do you know what that would be? - Boring! 
 

Jesus begins the Great Commission with these words:  “All authority in heaven and earth that has been given to me. (Matthew 28:18)  
We are operating under Jesus’ authority - not the church’s authority, not our pastor’s authority, not anyone’s authority but our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Our marching orders are simple:  Love God and love your neighbor as yourself.  (Mark 12:30-21)  We don’t 
have any excuse not to Go!  Make Disciples!  Baptize! Teach! 
 

God tells his Children He desires mercy toward each other rather than sacrifices to Him!  Jesus said in Matthew 9:13, “But go and 
learn what this means:  I desire mercy, not sacrifice.”  For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”  Jesus is quoting Hosea 
6:6 in this passage.  Wow!  Realistically, it is much easier to call the righteous than sinners - we call it ‘preaching to the choir’ - but 
that is not what Jesus commanded us to do. 
 

Here is what we do need to do:  it is found in the OT book of Micah, Chapter 5, Verse 8, “He has showed you , O man, what is good.  
And what does the LORD require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”  This is the entire OT 
summarized in one verse.  This is a very good verse to commit to memory. 
 
 

(continued on page 4) 
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From Sue MacTavish, District Librarian  

April 2019 featured item: 
 

Go BIG:  Lead Your Church to Explosive Growth 

Bill Easum and Bil Cornelius, 2006 
 

Bill Easum and Bil Cornelius are two strikingly different, yet surprisingly similar pastors.  One undertook to revitalize a 

moribund mainline church; the other, to plant a new nondenominational congregation.  Coming from different genera-

tions, their ministries took place under dissimilar circumstances.  Yet both have experienced substantial, even explosive, 

growth in congregational mission and membership.  Along the way they learned some important lessons, such as the 

centrality of strong pastoral leadership, the need for an unhesitant pursuit of excellence in all areas of the church’s minis-

try, and the requirement for an unhesitant pursuit of excellence in all areas of the church’s ministry, and the requirement 

that you picture an audacious vision for your church and live into that vision. 
 

The authors start with the premise that most pastors don’t dream big enough.  Those of us with small congregations are 

to dream BIG, so big that only God can make our dreams come true.  And then we are to act like we are already BIG, 

twice your current size, doing twice the amount of good works in the community. 
 

Regardless of the current size of your church, you will find this inspiring, ready-to-implement ideas to help your church 

go BIG. 
 

GO BIG can be found in the Church Development/Evangelism section of the District Library. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Stop  by the District Office and “check out” the library.  Please remember to check out library items 

by signing the book card in the pocket with your name and church and date—you may keep items as 

long as you need—but remember to return when finished so that others may borrow.                                                    

                                                                                                                       Thanks, Sue 

 

Visit Harrisonburg District on Facebook: Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 
 

NOTE:   NEW Harrisonburg District webpage:  www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

(continued from page 3) 
 

The mission is shared.  Our job is to be ‘pulling on the same end of the rope’ - with all of our co-laborers (all of Jesus’ Disciples).  Re-
member, Ya’ll means All. 

 

Finally, the mission calls for our very, very best.  This is not something we do as an after-thought; it calls us for our best in attitude, 
ability, and action.  Jesus Christ gave his best for us.  In turn, we are called to give our best back to Him.   Ok, what is our very, very 
best?  That is easy.  In Colossians 3:17 we find, “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Je-
sus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” 
 

When I was growing up in the 1960s and 70s, one of the statements I often heard was, “If you’re not part of 
the solution, you’re part of the problem.”  God calls Christians today not to be passive participants in the prob-
lem but to be active partners in His solution for humankind.  Our mission is to be the church - to the whole 
world that desperately needs some adult supervision. 
 

The wonderful thing is that each of us can do the mission in as many different ways as there are people.  We don’t have to surrender 
our individually to conform to some pre-conceived idea of what Jesus’ disciples should look like or do.  We can be ourselves.  There 
is plenty of work to be done.  Jesus said to his followers, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  As the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”  (Luke 10:2) 
 

We have the opportunity to make our lives modern-day examples of the New Testament.  The 2nd Book of the Acts of the Apostles is 
still being written today by every one of Jesus’ disciples.  Each of us has a personal and nontransferable mission:  to make Jesus real 
in our lives and share his grace so that others may know God’s salvation.  Our job is to be the church where we are and help “Make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  Nothing more, but most certainly nothing less! 
 

In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 

                                                                                                                                      Joe Amend, Co-Lay Leader, Harrisonburg District 



April 2019 DISTRICT NEWS Page 5 

     “COME AND SEE WHAT GOD HAS DONE!”          
                             You are Invited  
                                              to 

       MISSION CENTRAL DEDICATION 
        1704 Smithland Road, Harrisonburg, VA 22802 

                               Mailing Address: PO Box 2026, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 
                                                                             on 
                                                           Sunday, April 28, 2019 
                              3:00 p.m. Worship Service - Cedar Grove UMC Sanctuary 
                              3:30 p.m. - Ribbon Cutting, Facility Tour & Refreshments 

 

October 2017 District Newsletter:  “We got our Building Permit for Mission Cen-
tral this week.  Work has already begun on the 4,200 square foot building.  We were 
able to level the ground, move some trees in the way and relocate the fence.  The 
contractor is already at work getting the foundation prepared and the units will be 
moved in on their new foundation in the next few weeks.  We will need work crews 

once the units are set.  Thanks go to all the guys who worked so 
hard yesterday (Sept. 26).”  - Tommy Herndon 
 

February 2018 Newsletter:  “Mission Central’s Children’s 
Clothes Closet remains very busy.  We are so happy to see the 
progress on the new building.  We were also excited for the “Field 
Trip” to visit Mission Central.  This was one of the opportunities 
for folks attending District Conference on November 19th.  We have been 
blessed by Evan Brandt and his group for selecting our site for their Eagles 
Scout project.  They have fenced in an area where children can play while 
parents are shopping for clothes.  This will open avenues for mission work 
for our youth groups that want to help during the summer.  Evan was at 

Mission Central on November 19th to tell us about their project.  Thank you for all your 
support and donations.  We see what a difference your help makes in the lives of so 
many.  May the spirit of Christ continue to guide us as we work together to bring Glory 
to God.” -  Artie Frederick, Children’s Clothing Sub-Committee Chairperson 
  

August 2018 Newsletter:  “During the week of July 9-14, the Harrisonburg Dis-

trict challenged its members to participate in a building blitz at Mission Central.  

Mission Central is a district-wide outreach project which when finished, will house a 

children’s clothes closet as well a medical equipment loaner closet.  This 4200 

square foot building is located behind Cedar Gove UMC at 1712 Smithland Road in 

Harrisonburg.” - Bill Lalla, DCOM, Mission and Outreach Team Leader 
 

October 2018 Newsletter:  Wonderful news, Mission Central is ready to open 
October 10, 2018.  There are so many to THANK, it is hard to know where to start.  Our men and women 

of the Harrisonburg District are the most faithful and hardworking group imaginable.  They have answered God’s 
call to serve our community in the name of Christ with determination and gusto.  We are in the process of getting 
water and plumbing to complete the Center.  Mission Central belongs to all of our churches and it will be amazing 
as we work together to see where God leads us.  Blessings to all who have made this Center a reality.  Come and 
see what God has done!  - Artie Frederick, Sub-Committee Chairperson                                                                
 

December 2018 Newsletter:  Mission Central’s Medical Equipment for Caring Loaner Closet:   We  
are now at Mission Central, 1704 Smithland Road, Harrisonburg, VA,  and are open to the public  Mon-

days, 9 - 11 AM [new time] and Thursdays, 5 PM - 7 PM.  We are still accepting donations 
of equipment and supplies as we continue to give these to those needing them.  Our medical 
equipment includes walkers, wheelchairs, bedside commodes, shower benches, hospital 
beds, Hoyer lifts, and over the bed trapeze bars.  We deliver and set up hospital beds if 
these are needed.  We also have disposables such as dressings, wound care supplies, dis-
posable briefs and diapers.   - Delores Reid, Medical Equipment Sub-Committee Chairperson 
 

February 2019 Newsletter:  Mission Central’s Children’s Clothes Closet: What an excit-
ing year 2018 has been for Mission Central.  The completion of our building stands as an 
example of sisters and brothers in Christ united in serving our Lord.  Many members of our 
community have been blessed by their hard work and faithfulness.  In 2018 we helped 387 families, 832 children, (children can 

receive clothing once a month), 801 visits to Mission Central, clothing given out 2,335 times and 27,700 individual diapers.  None of this would have been possible without 
the support of our churches.  We have received two grants, one from Wal-Mart and one from the Methodist Foundation.  These grants will help us purchase needed sup-
plies. . .thank you again to al the helping hands who have served this past year.  We look forward to be blessed with new volunteers in 2019 as we continue to serve our 
community and our Lord. - Artie Frederick, Sub-Committee Chairperson                                                                        
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(continued from page 2) 
 

“This is what the Lord says:  ‘Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast 
of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this:  that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kind-
ness, justice, and righteousness on earth, For in this I delight,’ declares the Lord.”  (Jeremiah 9:23-24) 
 

With the challenges we face as United Methodists, we would do well to put our prideful self-imposed arrogance aside and open our 
hearts and minds as “a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing God.” (Philippians 4:18b)  Be not receptive to political 
agendas, power plays, or empty threats, all driven by earthly self-centered desires of the heart, but rather step out of the chaos and 
worry of the times to listen to freedom for the small Whisper of God’s wisdom and grace. The Way Forward for our fellowship as 
United Methodists will not be found in the oratories and promises of this world, but rather only in the Way, the Truth, and the Life in 
our Triune God. 
 

So then ‘tis the time to rinse the stain of our pride from our linens of discernment, to be still. . .and listen for that Whisper. . . 
 

So Be It.   
In Christ, Gordon 
 

(Thanks to E. Stanley Jones for the inspiration.) 

HAVE YOU REGISTERED FOR THIS CLASS?   
 

Rev. Victor Gómez, Harrisonburg District Superintendent, is planning to teach the 
“Preaching” Lay Servant Class. The first session will be on April 10th, beginning at 7:00 
p.m. at the District Office.  The dates for the next meetings will be announced at that 

time.  Rev. Gómez spent time in January teaching in Cuba at the United Methodist Seminary.  He has a 
passion for teaching.    
 

At present (March 15th) we have three folks registered.  They are:  Joe Amend, Tony Plume, and Dale 
Rankin.  PLEASE REGISTER by April 1, by contacting Dale Dodrill, at cell # 770-402-0752, or e-mail: 
hdumc.layservants@hotmail.com; or Brenda Woods, District Administrative Assistant, at 540-433-2382, or 
e-mail:  harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org  Cost is $10, payable on April 10th.  

                                                                             Dale Dodrill, District Director of Lay Servant Ministries 

Clergy and laity are invited to have a dialogue on Thursday, April 11th at 

7:00 p.m. in the District Office to talk about the outcome of the Special 

General Conference ‘19.  The purpose is to have a safe place to share your 

thoughts (ground rules will be provided).  All are invited and young adults 

are encouraged to attend.  Space is limited to 15 people.  If you would like 

to participate, please RSVP to harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org.  District Superintendent Victor 

Gómez will facilitate this first encounter. 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  Additional details to follow. . .  
 

This event has the potential to change lives and to transform churches as participants are 

challenged to walk in intimacy with God through prayer. 
 

What:  “Lord, Teach Us to Pray” Seminar presented by Aldersgate Renewal Min-

istries 
 

When:  Friday evening and Saturday, October 4-5, 2019 
 

Where:  Manor Memorial United Methodist Church, New Market, VA   

Congregational 

After the United Methodist Judicial Council meets in April, Bishop Pe-
ter Weaver, interim bishop of the Virginia Conference, will conduct 
Question and Answer Gatherings around the conference.  The Q & A for 
the Harrisonburg & Winchester Districts will be Saturday, May 11th, 
9:00 a.m. at Riverton UMC in Front Royal, VA.    Please save this date!  
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 The District UMW “Evening Together” will be held Thursday, April 4, at Cedar Grove UMC/Mission Central at 7:00 
p.m.  Donations of #2 & #3 diapers, children’s socks and underwear, baby wipes, and receiving blankets will be collected 
for the Mission Central Children’s Clothes Closet and large adult pull-up diapers will be collected for the Mission Central 
Medical Equipment Loaner Closet.  Our speaker will be Kimberli Collet, principal at the UMFS Charterhouse School in Ed-
inburg.  We will also have updates on Mission Central from Artie Frederick and Delores Reid.  There will be an open house 

and refreshments served in the new Mission Central building following the program.  Everyone is invited to attend. 
 

The Virginia Conference UMW will hold their Spiritual Life Retreat on May 3-5, at Eagle Eyrie in Lynchburg.  Rev. Dawn-Marie Singleton will 
be the retreat leader.  The registration form is attached to this newsletter.  Deadline for registration is April 24, 2019.  Please contact Sharon Har-
old for more information or for car pooling information.                                           
 

On May 9, all UMW District Unit Presidents are invited to attend a dinner hosted by the UMW District Executive Committee at 6:30 p.m. at 
Mountain Valley UMC.  The presidents will be invited to share their unit’s activities following the meal.  Please plan to have some-
one from your unit represented if your president is unable to attend. 
 

March 23, 2019, the United Methodist Women became 160 years old.  Please contact me to find more about our history or how 
to become part of this group of women who have served faithfully in Missions for all these years.  
                        Happy Birthday UMW!  Sharon Harold, Harrisonburg District UMW President, sharold714@aol.com or 540-879-2270 

                                                                       
April 1 (Monday) - Partners in Ministry [PiM}, Charter 
House School, Edinburg, 9:00 a.m. 

April  4 (Thursday) - DUMW “Evening Together”, Cedar 
Grove UMC, 7:00 p.m.* 

April 10  (Wednesday) - District Lay Servant Advanced 
Course on Preaching, District Office, 7:00 p.m.* 

April 15  (Monday) - Appointed Clergy Luncheon, Village 
Inn Restaurant, 12:00 noon* 

April 18  (Thursday) - VUMCenter-Glen Allen and 
District Office closes at 1:00 p.m.  

April 19  (Friday) - VUMCenter-Glen Allen and 
District Office closed, Good Friday Observance 

April 21 (Sunday) - Easter Sunday 

April 25  (Thursday) - District Committee on the Ordained 
Ministry, District Office, 9:00 a.m. 

April 27  (Saturday) - District Council on Ministries, 
Planning Retreat, Asbury UMC, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

April 28  (Sunday) - Mission Central Dedication and 
Ribbon Cutting, 3:00 p.m. 

May 3-5 (Fri-Sun) - Conference UMW Spiritual Life 
Retreat, Eagle Eyrie, Lynchburg, VA* 

May 1 (Wednesday) - District Trustees, District Office, 
10:00 a.m. 

May 6  (Monday) - Partners in Ministry [PiM], 
RESCHEDULED Meeting, Vision of Hope UMC, 9:00 a.m.* 

May 7  (Tuesday) - District Superintendency Committee, Dis-
trict Office, 10:00 a.m. 

May 8 (Wednesday) - Partners in Ministry [PiM] Executive 
Officers’ Planning Meeting, District Office, 10:00 a.m.* 

May 9 (Thursday) - UMW Dinner for All Unit UMW Presi-
dents, Mountain Valley UMC, 6:30 p.m.* 

May 11 (Saturday) - Bishop Weaver’s Q & A Gathering for 
Harrisonburg and Winchester Districts, Riverton UMC-
Front Royal, 9:00 a.m.* 

May 22 (Wednesday) - District Finance Meeting, District 
Office, 7:00 p.m. 

May 23 (Thursday) - District Committee on the Ordained 
Ministry, District Office, 9:00 a.m. 

May 23 (Thursday) - Partners in Ministry [PiM] Farewell Din-
ner, Overlook-Blessings Lodge, 6:00 p.m.-gather; 6:30 p.m.-
dinner* 

May 29  (Wednesday) - District Nominations Committee, 
District Office, 7:00 p.m. 

May 30 (Thursday) - District Council on Ministries Dinner at 
Overlook, 6:00 p.m.-arrive; 6:30 p.m. dinner* 

June 2 (Sunday) - Annual Conference Orientation Session, 
Mt. Tabor UMC, 3:00 p.m. 

June 20-22  (Thurs-Sat) - Annual Conference, Berglund Cen-
ter, Roanoke 

*Denotes related  article elsewhere in this newsletter 

Partners in Ministry [PiM] will meet on  on Monday, April 1, 9:00 a.m., at Charter House School in 
Edinburg.  A program on “United Methodist Family Service at Work” will be presented by Rev. Elfie 
Finn-McKinzie and Rev. Darlene Wilkins.  All clergy are asked to be present.      
 

A rescheduled PiM meeting with Rev. Carol Bookwalter on “Healing Prayer” will be held on Monday, May 6th, Vision of Hope UMC, 
9:00 a.m.                                                                                              
 

The PiM Executive Committee is asked to put the annual planning meeting on their calendars for Wednesday, May 8, 10:00 a.m., at 
the District Office.                                                                                                                                               PiM Executive Committee                                   

Are you being called to lead District Men’s ministry on the Harrisonburg District?  If you are inter-
ested in District United Methodist Men leadership, please contact the District Office at 433-2382 
or harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org  for additional information. 
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District Council on Ministries 
 

The District Council on Ministries Executive Committee will be meeting in 2019 on  April 27-Retreat at Asbury UMC 9:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m.;  DCOM Dinner at Camp Overlook, May 30, arrive at 6:00 p.m., dinner at 6:30 p.m. [note change in date and times]; Au-
gust 29; and  November 21. All meetings, unless otherwise noted, will be at the District Office at 7:00 p.m.  Please see information 
below on the Ministry Teams.                                                                                                         Rev. Bob Talbott, DCOM Chairperson                                                                                                       

Mission and Outreach Ministry Team:  Team members for 2019 are Artie Frederick; Delores Reid; Brian 
Posey; Ann Homan; Victor Gómez, Louise Jennings; Mary Lock; Elizabeth Neff; Mary Jane Rawley; Lydia 
Weeks; and Bill Lalla. 
 

Mission Central’s Children’s Clothes Closet is preparing for our summer season.   We are well on our way and it will be the 
frist time we will not have to close down to complete the task.  We have been blessed to have building signs 
provided to us by Eddie Edwards Signs.  They look great.  Be sure to come and see.  We continue to need 
volunteers for all jobs.  Men, we need traffic control on the days we are open.  Please let me know if you can 
help. Please note that Mission Central’s Children’s Clothes Closet has never charged clients for anything.  
Everything is freely given and receive.    Artie Frederick, Sub-Committee Chairperson, 208-7669                                                                          
 

 Mission Central’s Medical Equipment for Caring Loaner Closet is open Mondays 9-11:00 a.m. and Thursdays 5-7 p.m.  
NOTE CHANGE IN MONDAY TIME!!! (We are closed if Rockingham County Schools are closed due to bad 
weather.)  We still need donations of equipment and appreciate those who have and are giving so generously.  
This month we need rollators (seated walkers) and elevated toilet seats.  We also accept monetary donations 
as we are buying some of the equipment we do not have donated.  If you borrow equipment and no longer 
need it, please return it so that someone else can benefit from it.  We would love to have your volunteer to help 
during the hours we are open or to help deliver and set up hospital beds.  You many contact  Delores Reid, 540

-383-6112, with questions or information.          Delores Reid, Medical Equipment Sub-Committee Chairperson                                                                                          
 

                                                                                         Bill Lalla, Mission & Outreach Ministry Team Leader, billlalla@gmail.com           

Faith Development Ministry Team:   The team members for 2019 are:  Tommy Crosby, Kemper Dadisman, Scott 
Dillard, Dale Dodrill, Becky Downey, Victor Gómez, Sharon Harold, Gordon Meriwether, Annie Pierce, Kevin 
Poeckert, Phil Secrist, and Gordon Meriwether, Chairperson.   

 

District Superintendent Victor gómez  

invites  

all District APPOINTED Clergy  

to  

Lunch  

on  

Monday of holy Week 

April 15, 12:00 NOON  

At 

 Village Inn Restaurant - Rt. 11 South of District Office 

There is NO COST to clergy 

 Please rsvp to: harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org   

By Wednesday, April 10th 

 
   CLERGY 

     Lunch 

   Invitation 

. . . the family of retired Harrisonburg District Clergy Kay Lanasa on the death of her hus-
band, Phil, on March 14.  A memorial service was held on Saturday, March 30, in Ocean 
View, Delaware.  
. . .the family of retired District Clergy Don Shull on the death of his wife, Sylvia, on Sat-
urday, March 23.  A graveside service was conducted on Saturday, March 30, at Augusta 
Memorial Park.  A Celebration of Life service for Sylvia will be announced at a later date. 

Christian Sympathy is extended to each of these families for their loss.    
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Harrisonburg District on the web at 
www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

Harrisonburg District on Facebook at 
Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 

Virginia Conference on the web at 
www.vaumc.org 

Conference Opportunities & News 

                  
                    DISTRICT NEWS 

                      Harrisonburg District 
                     Virginia Annual Conference 
                 The United Methodist Church 

 

40 South Gate Court  ◊  Suite 101 
Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

 

Office Phone:  (540) 433-2382     
Fax:  (540) 433-7587 

Call/Text DS:  (202) 285-5767 
 

Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez  
District Superintendent 

HarrisonburgDS@vaumc.org 
 

Rev.  Gordon K. Meriwether 
District Director of Congregational Vitality 

GordonMeriwether@vaumc.org 
 

Brenda Pack Woods 
 Administrative Assistant 

harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org 

CAMP OVERLOOK is getting sum-

mer camper registrations and 

they still need staff.  UMW Units 

are encouraged to consider giving 

to the Partners in Mission fund to 

help support summer staff so that they may be 

able to offer more incentive and attract more 

interest from potential candidates.  Also, if you 

have connections with young adults who would be a 

good fit for this ministry, please encourage them to 

contact the camp and apply for this transformation 

experience! 

Director Tommy Crosby says they have a good 

staff of Counselors-in-Training so they can take 

plenty of day campers.  Local UMW units can en-

courage participation in that program and help 

train up a whole new groups of children who are 

hooked on Camp Overlook!  Thanks to the UMW 

units for continued support in this important minis-

try.                                                     - Cathy Whittle 

(United Methodist Committee on Relief) is currently focus-
ing efforts on Cleaning Kits (aka Flood Buckets), Hygiene 
Kits, and School Kits.  See attached PDF’s for specific 
item listing and assembly instructions. 
 

Collection of the kits will begin Wednesday, June 19, 4-8p.m. and continue Thursday, June 
20, from 8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. and Friday, June 21, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Contact Kit Collec-
tion Coordinator, the Rev. Morris Fleischer (Newport-Mt. Olivet UMC/Roanoke District). at 540-
544-7183 or morrisfleischer@vaumc.org with any questions. 
 

If  you prefer to make a financial contribution to enable UMCOR to purchase relief kits, you can 
contribute $75 for each cleaning kit; $12 for each health kit; and $11 for each school kit.  Addi-
tionally, UMCOR asks for $1 per kit ($1.50 for cleaning buckets) to cover processing and ship-
ping and $1 for toothpaste for each health kit.  PLEASE do NOT bring checks to Annual 
Conference. All checks (for processing and shipping, for toothpaste, 
and in lieu of providing kits) should be made payable to “Virginia Con-
ference UMC,” earmarked for “kits” and mailed to Treasurer, Virginia 
Conference of The United Methodist Church, PO box 5605, Glen 
Allen, VA  23058 any time prior to Annual Conference and no later 
than August 31, 2019.   

2019 Annual Conference Offering 

The offering goal of $150,000 and recipients will be: 
 

Africa University Student Scholarships - $40,000 
 

Cambodia Pastors Leadership Training - $40,000 
 

Mozambique Lay Leadership Training - $20,000 
 

Brazil “Shade and Fresh Water” Children’s Program - $20,000 
 

Just Neighbors Matching Funds Grant for Immigrant Legal Counsel in 

four districts - $30,000  

2019 Annual Conference:  Moving Forward in 

God’s Mission - Matthew 28:18-20 New Revised 

Standard Version (NRSV)18 
 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go there-
fore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 
have commanded you.  And remember I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.” 
 

The 2019 session of the Virginia Conference will be held June 20-22, at the Ber-
glund Center in Roanoke, VA.  The conference preacher will be Bishop Tracy S. 
Malone, resident bishop of the Ohio East Area, the Conference Bible Study 
Teacher will be Dr. Kevin Watson, and the Conference Musician will be Ms. 
Christal Heyward.  
 

Please note:  The laity and clergy sessions will be held on Thursday morning, 
June 20, at 10:00 a.m.  Election of General Conference and Jurisdictional Con-
ference delegates will be on Thursday afternoon and evening.                                                                                                                                                                            
[source: www.vaumc.org] The Shenandoah Valley Choral 

Society under the direction of Cur-

tis Nolley will present its annual 

spring concert entitled, “Spiritual 

Songs” on Friday, April 12, 7:30 p.m. & 

Sunday, April 14, 3:00 p.m. at Bridge-

water Church of the Brethren.  Tickets 

are $15 adults/$12 seniors & students. 


