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“This this a day of new beginnings, time to remember and move on, 
Time to believe what love is bringing, loving to rest the pain that’s gone.” 

                                                                                                                         - United Methodist Hymnal 383 
 

It seems like yesterday when we welcomed the year of the Lord 2019.  I cannot believe that now we are 
welcoming a new year.  Many of you will have resolutions as you will see the New Year as a new opportu-
nity.  We see the year passing as the end of a chapter, but looking into the New Year as a new chapter of 

our lives.  I also see a New Year as something that has been handed to us, a new opportunity to do something very special.  It is 
really up to us. 
 

Newness is something that is very popular in our culture. Who doesn’t enjoy that “new car” smell, that fresh out of the box aroma of a 
new pair of leather shoes, or the feel of that new sweater you just opened?  New Year’s resolutions have that new car smell at the 
moment.   Our intent to follow the resolutions is high and we want to make this year different than other years.  But, we learn quickly  
that  the average time between the moment we make our resolutions and the time we forget about them is a sad three weeks.  By 
that time all the newness has been aired out of them, and they become mere chores.  It is one of the reasons I don’t make resolu-
tions. 
 

I’d like to offer a different  focus for our New Year’s enthusiasm.  Let us focus on provisions for the journey.  
For instance, think of the times when the forecast calls for a blizzard and somehow the aisles in the gro-
cery store for bread, milk and eggs are basically empty.  We tend to focus on the days ahead and many 
buy these items as provisions for the unknown journey ahead of us. 
 

 

So my question for you is this as you focus on the year ahead.  What are the most important “provisions” that you will need for the 
journey?  When you think about the most challenging times in your life, what are the most important things that you need?  Person-
ally, I can think of some precious things that have gotten me through.  The majority of these things take up little or no physical space, 
which make sense because Jesus always encouraged his disciples to travel light. 
 

In Mark 6:8-9, Jesus “charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to 
wear sandals and not put on two tunics.”  His point was to focus on them, not to be impoverished, but to clear their vision of material 
things so that they can clearly see the most precious provisions of all:  other people, and the presence of God in those people.  Of the 
most precious things on my journey, I look for the presence of friends and family in times of trial, and of course most importantly, I 
look for the presence of God. 
 

I store in my mind the sound of their voices.  I also find within my soul those moments when I have been transported by beauty far 
beyond the ordinary.  The truth in scripture, a perfect song or poem, or word of wisdom from spiritual guidance, and those transcen-
dent moments when I am building my relationship with God through personal prayer. 
 

These are some of the spiritual disciplines that will get me through the journey ahead.  These 
are my provisions for the times the wind blows.  So at the beginning of this new journey of 
2020, as you put away your milk, eggs and bread, I ask you to contemplate this:  who and 
what are the real provisions of your life?  Think of them, and tuck them away in that special 
part of your heart that you reserve for precious things. 
 

In Christ, 

Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez 



                A challenge to read the Bible in 2020 
                                       Bible Readings for January 
 

Bishop Lewis has been encouraging clergy and laity of the Virginia Conference to read the Bible in a 
year since 2017.  Each year has featured a different way of reading:  2017 read the Bible straight 
through; 2018 read the Bible chronologically; 2019 read the Bible in a blended style, a mixture of Old 
Testament readings and New Testament each day.  For 2020, Bishop Lewis is challenging the entire 
conference to read the Bible all the way through with a thematic reading plan. The thematic plan is 

found on www.intentionalbygrace.com and Bishop Lewis has selected the following themes for 2020: 
 

  January 1-January 21   (21 - day plan)   Seeking God’s Presence 
  January 22 - February 11  (21 - day plan)   Knowing God 
  February 12 - March 3   (21 - day plan)   Intentional Living   
  March 4 - March 24  (21 - day plan)  Redemption 
  March 25 - April 14  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit: Love 
  April 15 - May 5   (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit: Joy 
  May 6 -  May 26   (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Peace 
  May 27 - June 16  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Patience 
  June 17 - July 7   (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Kindness 
  July 8 - July 28   (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Goodness 
  July 29 - August 18  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Faithfulness 
  August 19 - September 8  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Gentleness 
  September 9 - September 29 (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Self-Control 
  September 30 - October 20 (21 - day plan)  Trust 
  October 21 - November 10 (21 - day plan)  Mercy 
  November 11 - December 1 (21 - day plan)  Bearing Fruit 
  December 2 - December 23 (21 - day plan)  Cares of the World 
  December 24 - January 13 (21 - day plan)  Rest 
 

There are 18 plans to cover this year.  Each is 21 days long.  Start at the beginning and work through the year (and a 
few days into January 2021).  In this new year, challenge yourself to study the Bible and strengthen your faith in the 
process. 
 

Tips on reading the Bible daily: 
 

  * Start reading the Bible today. 
  *   Set aside a specific time and place each day.  Set your schedule and then stick to it.   
      Mornings are great, but feel free to use any time that works consistently in your schedule. 
  *   Get a good study Bible to help illuminate the meaning of the original Hebrew, Aramaic, 
       and Greek text 
  *   Choose a translation to use during your reading. 
  * Say a short prayer to God before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom 
   and understanding. 
  * Dive in and enjoy the richness of God’s Word!  Apply God’s Word to your life.  Bible study 
   should be practiced and applicable.  These seven steps will help you begin a journey to 
   becoming a “lifelong learner” of God’s Word.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[resource:  http://www.vaumc.org/pages/bishop-Lewis/biblechallenge] 
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Please Note:  The Harrisonburg District Office will follow the Harrisonburg City School clos-
ings for inclement weather this winter.  If the Harrisonburg City Schools are closed, the Har-
risonburg District Office will also be closed.  The District Superintendent may be contacted 
at 202-285-5767 in the event of an  emergency. 
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 “Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send ou the workers into his harvest field.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                        (Matthew 9:38) 

                               
The Harvest Requires a Team  

 
 

Although I am not a farmer or even a country boy, I do know that the farmer requires a team at harvest time made up of family, hands, part-time 
hires, friends, and community to bring in the crop.  Today we are harvesters for the Lord standing here at the close of a very tough year emotion-
ally and spiritually, facing the promise of an even tougher coming year, fraught with challenges yet to be realized or understood.  But the harvest 
must be taken no matter the political climate, or economic trends, or cutting threats to our ways.  If it is left in the field the harvest will rot with no 
value forever lost in decomposition.  So the harvest team must be called to task to go to the fields in answer to our mission of making disciples in 
the name of our Christ. 
 

Then looking across the Maker’s harvested fields, we can see the hope and promise of 2020, a year to be sure of challenge and conflict, but with 
harvest to be had nonetheless.  Let us not be discouraged or dissuaded, my sisters and brothers, for our harvest will be plentiful with 
our prayer and toil. 
 

This day, in the season of birth and renewal, may we all, laity and clergy, celebrate the work ahead in preparation for the harvest of 
2020.  Into the fields we go most assuredly, to plant, to care, to prep the kingdom of God for the gathering harvest that is to come. 

 

Bless all you and your loved ones in this time of joy and resolve.  Thank you for your support and prayers during this year gone past.  Let us be 
thankful for the bountiful harvest, in the tomorrows let us diligently and prayerfully prepare in the hope and promise of harvest to come. 
 

I wish you all a Happy, Holy and Prosperous Harvest in the New Year. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           In Christ, Gordon 

Page 3 

Congregational 

From Sue MacTavish, District Librarian    

January 2020 Featured Item: 

The Gospel of John:  Finding Identity and Purpose 
 

If you are looking for a Bible Study, consider this new DVD series on the Gospel of John. 
 

 The Gospel of John:  Finding Identity and Purpose DVD Bible study covers 12 passages from the book of John that will deepen your 
understanding of identity, calling, and God’s purpose for you.  Packed with leader tips, discussion questions, practical appl ications, 
and prayer points, this DVD study can be led by anyone!  Sessions are taught by 6 professors with specialized areas of knowledge. 
 

Sessions include: 
 

     1.  Called to Honor: Water into Wine  -  John 2:1-11 
     2.  Called to Belong:  Temple Cleansing - John 2:13-22 
     3.  Called to Believe:  Nicodemus - John 3:1-16 
     4.  Called to Restoration:  Samaritan Woman  - John 4:4-26 
     5.  Called to Healing Work:  Healing the Paralytic - John 5:1-18 
     6.  Called to be a Temple:  If You Are Thirsty - John  7:37-44 
     7.  Called to be a Light:  I Am the Light of the World - John 8:12 
     8.  Called to Testify:  Blind Man - John 9:1-18, 35-41 
     9.  Called to Shepherd:  Good Shepherd - John 10:1-16 
     10. Called to Be a Living Witness:  Lazarus - John 11:1-27, 34-44 
     11. Called to Serve in Love:  Last Supper - John 13:1-17 
     12. Called to Bear Fruit:  I Am the True Vine - John 15:1-17 
        

The Gospel of John:  Finding Identity and Purpose DVD Bible Study, can be found in the Bible/Bible Studies section of the 
District Library.   The Library has the Participant Book and DVD.. 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————–————— 

Stop by the District Office and “check out” the library.  Please remember to check out library items by signing the book card in the pocket with your name and church and 

date—you may keep items as long as you need—but remember to return when finished so that others may borrow.                                                             Thanks, Sue 
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    From Harrisonburg District Lay Leader: 
 

 
 
We are blessed to be celebrating the New Year together! 
 

What an exciting time in the life of Christians!  As we look back at 2019 and see how God is delivering His 
church in His world; it is an exciting time to watch how He orchestrates 2020.  It will be exciting to discover our 

specific purpose and how God wants each of us to implement His plan.  One thing for sure is that there will always be distractions that 
will challenge us.  Satan is alive and well and will always be in the wings to deter us Christians with “distractions” especially in the 
year of national elections. 
 
Our Lord did not leave us alone to figure out how to navigate distractions or anything else without His 
Perfect Guidance!  Ephesians 6:10-20 expresses this so well when Paul says:  “Put on the full armor of 
God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when 
the day of evil comes (distractions), you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done eve-
rything, to stand.”  So, what does this full armor look like? 
 
What does it feel like?  How do you ‘put it on’?  I recently studied these passages with a morning worship group at my church and 
learned these scriptures in prayer about the armor of God.  Here goes. . .help us know our battle is not against flesh and blood ene-
mies, but against evil spirits.  Help us wear the armor and stand in Your mighty power. 
 
1. Help us wear the belt of truth around our waists. 
 A.  Let us be people of truth, honest in all our dealings 
 B.  Help us have a just weight and balance 
 C.  Let us not steal, cheat, lie or deceive in any way 
 D.  Let our yes, be yes and our no, be no 
2. Help us wear the breastplate of Your righteousness 
 A.  The breastplate of love and trust in You 
 B.  May Your love be in us and flow through us 
 C.  Help us be true believers 
3. Help us wear the shoes of the gospel of peace so we will be fully prepared to give an answer to those who ask about the hope 

that lies within us. 
 A.  Please give us many opportunities to witness of Your glory and what You’ve done in our lives 
 B.  Please give us the words to speak that many will be saved 
4. Holy Spirit, help us hold up the shield of faith 
 A.  Grant us the gift of faith 
 B.  Grow in us the fruit of faithfulness, longsuffering, loyalty and kindness 
5. Help us wear the helmet of assurance of salvation 
 A.  Help us know to whom we belong 
 B.  That we were purchased with the precious blood of Jesus 
 C. That we do not belong to ourselves 
 D.  The You have adopted us as Your literal sons and daughters 
 E.  Help us live as Your obedient children 
6. Holy Spirit, help us hold Your sword, the Word of God in our hand 
 A.  Help us use Your Word to cast down every argument that lifts itself up against the truth 
 B.  Help to use Your Word to destroy every human argument that keeps people from accepting Jesus as Savior 
 C.  May we read it every day 
 D.  May we study it 
 E.  Understand it 
 F.  Memorize it 
 G.  Hid it in our hearts so that we do not sin against You 
 H.  Help us use it as a weapon against the devil when he attacks 
Thank You for loving us, Lord, and we love You” 
 
In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
Marquetta Mitchell 
 
(With permission of Pastor Stan Thompson, Toms Brook United Methodist Church, this prayer was shared with you). 
 
 

CO-District 
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District Committee on Lay Servants Ministry: 
 

There seems to be some confusion on what Lay Servants do.  Contrary to what we may think, all 

laity in the United Methodist Church (and all non-clergy Christians) are Lay Servants.  All Chris-

tians are called to “Love God and love our neighbors as ourselves” (Mark 12:30-31).  To fulfill 

these Commandments from our Lord Jesus, we need to serve others, hence the term Lay Servant. 
 

Lay Servants can serve God and others in a variety of ways:  some are called to present God’s 

word to others as preachers, Sunday School Teachers, and Bible Study Leaders.  Still others are called by God to minis-

ter to others by feeding the hungry, giving something to drink to the thirsty, welcoming the stranger, clothing those who 

need clothes, visiting those who are unable to move around or visiting those who are sick.  Jesus’ parable of the Sheep 

and the Goats (Matthew 25:31-46) lists these six actions as commendable.  There are also a myriad of other things we 

can (and should) do to help out those around us.  Nowhere do I find preaching and teaching listed here. . .the only thing 

that can limit what we do as Lay Servants is to ignore the Holy Spirit’s call. 
 

As I take over the Lay Servant’s Directorship from good friend, Dale Dodrill, I have asked him to lead off this new year 

with a short article on Lay Servants.  During the next months members of the Lay Servant Committee (and others) will 

provide their thoughts on topics of their choosing.  Please stay tuned—I am excited on what these folks have on their 

mind. 
 

A special word of thanks to Dale—he has done an incredible job in getting the Lay Servant program to the position it is 

right now.  Dale, well done good and faithful lay servant. 
 

 “But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure:  then peace-loving, considerate,  

 submissive,  full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.”               James 3:17 (NIV) 
 

Walk humbly with God; walk gently with your neighbor and be at peace with yourself. 
 

                                                                                                          Joe Amend, District Director of Lay Servant Ministries 
 

P.S.  See below for Dale Dodrill’s words of wisdom. 

 
My journey as a Lay Servant began in 1972, when our pastor, Rev. Bill Fisher, at Keezletown 
UMC, asked me if I believed in prayer.  I said, “yes, I do.”  He replied, “I have been praying for 
a speaker for the worship service in two weeks and your name came to me.” 
 

Wade Huffman was a Lay Speaker in our church, who traveled with me to other churches 
when I spoke, and served as the Worship Leader.  He was a true brother in Christ and an en-
courager.  The church family was very supportive and encouraged me, too.  Two members of 

our congregation, Nancy Armentrout and Barbara Smith often accompanied me and shared their gift of music. 
 

In the first several years of being a Lay Speaker, the District Director assigned us to speak at different churches each 
month.  Nine years ago, the District Office began sending a list of Lay Speakers to each pastor and when needed, they 
call the ones of their choice when needed. 
 

Seven years ago, I was asked to serve as Director of Lay Servants Ministry for the Harrisonburg District by Rev. Glen 
Langston, Program Director.  As I have read the Annual Lay Servants Reports each year, Lay Servants are using their 
gifts in a variety of ways in their local churches, District and Conference.  Lay Servants are:  Sunday School Teachers, 
Church Officers, visitors in Nursing Homes, Hospitals and shut-ins, VBS Leaders, help with church projects, participating 
in Emmaus, Leading Mission Trips, Delegates to Virginia Annual Conference and serve in local community positions.  
They are just people who love Jesus and want to serve Him and others. 
 

As I have served, I have received a far greater blessing from others that I have given.  I still have a letter that I received 
45 years ago, from a parent, who said that the Sunday message helped their family.  The letter was and continues to be 
an encouragement to me.  What a joy and blessing it has been to observe folks as they share together in our Training 
Classes.  They are learning from one another and their teacher.  I have been strengthened as I have listened to others, 
as they have shared their Spiritual Journey. 
 

In closing, a few years ago, I learned to do counted cross stitch.  The process involves starting with a pattern, needle, 
different colored thread and a piece of special fabric.  After many, many single stitches, a design or picture is on the ma-
terial.  As I have tried using my gifts in serving God and others, many people have touched my life and left their finger-

prints.  As a result, my life today has been formed by all the contacts as I have stitched them into my being.  This 
has made me a better person and for that, I am grateful and blessed.                                              Dale Dodrill 
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The Harrisonburg District Partners in Ministry [PiM] gathered for a time of fun and fellowship on Decem-
ber 5, at Mt. Tabor United Methodist Church for a covered-dish Christmas dinner and party.  This event was 
attended by clergy and their families, key district leaders, and district office staff.     
 
Special thanks to Rev. Kevin McMullen and the congregation of Mt. Tabor UMC for providing their facility and 
helpful assistance for this special event.  Thank you to the Valley Harmony Chorus for providing the enter-
tainment.   Thank you to ALL those who helped make it a successful evening.   

Partners in Ministry 

Harrisonburg District 

 

DISTRICT NEWS 



 

 
 
We greatly appreciate Rev. 
Stan Thompson for provid-
ing photos of this enjoyable evening.                                                             
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January 1 (Wednesday)-VUMCenter-
Glen Allen & Harrisonburg District Office 
closed for New Year’s Day 

January 3-4  (Fri-Sat)- Tri-District UMM Retreat, Blessings 
Lodge-Overlook* 

January 6 (Monday)-Epiphany 

January 7  (Tuesday)-Partners in Ministry [PiM], Asbury 
UMC, 9:00 a.m.* 

January 9 (Thursday)-DUMW Executive Meeting, Asbury 
UMC, 7:00 p.m.* 

January 10 (Friday)-Deadline for Joint Pastor & S-PPRC 
tenure forms to District Office; also deadline for Pastor, Church, 
Community Profiles on EVC 

January 10 (Friday)-Statistical Table I, Lines 2a-7,  
Midnight Deadline 

January 13 (Monday) - United Methodist Men, District 
Office, 7:00 p.m. 

January 15 (Wednesday)-District Committee on the 
Ordained Ministry, District Office, 9:00 a.m. 

  

January 15 (Wednesday)-Complete Table I, Midnight 
Deadline 

January 17 (Friday)-Last day to remit 2019 Conference & 
District Apportionments to the Conference Office 

January 20 (Monday)-VUMCenter-Glen Allen & Harri-
sonburg District Office closed for Martin Luther King Day 
Observance 

January 30 (Thursday)-United Methodist Day at the 
General Assembly, Pace Center-downtown Richmond* 

January 31 (Friday)-Statistical Tables II & III,  Midnight 
Deadline 

February 4 (Tuesday)-Partners in Ministry, Mt. Clinton 
UMC, 9:00 a.m. 

February 8 (Saturday)- LAITY Re-Connect with Bishop 
Lewis, Woodlake UMC-Richmond, 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.; 
Satellite Location-Bridgewater UMC 
 
 
* Denotes related  article elsewhere in this newsletter 

                                                                Upcoming UMW Dates:  
 

 

Thursday, January 9, at 7:00 p.m., the District UMW Executive Committee will meet at Asbury UMC.  
All officers please review your job description in the District Standing Rules and be prepared to report any 
needed changes.  All members, please plan to attend. 
 

United Methodist General Assembly Day will be held on Thursday, January 30, 2020, from 7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  The 
location has been changed this year and will be at The Pace Center on 700 West Franklin Street, Downtown Richmond.  Deadline for early 
registration of $30.00 will be January 3.  After that date, it will be $40.00 with the final deadline of January 17th.  Registration fees include break-
fast, box lunch, and parking.  There will be a policy briefing on Wednesday night, January 29, at 7:30 p.m. also at the Pace Center.  Motel reserva-
tions can be made at Holiday Inn Express, 201 E. Cary Street.  For more information and website information, please see the attached form. 
 

On Saturday, March 21, the District UMW will hold their Spiritual Life Retreat at Mt. Tabor UMC from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  Our presenter 
this year will be Melissa White, VA Conference UMW Spiritual Life Coordinator.  Registration will be $12.00 which will include lunch served by Mt. 
Tabor UMW.  Please see the attached form for more information and to register.  Deadline will be Friday, March 13th.  Mark your calendar and 
plan to attend.  Everyone is welcome.  Any questions, please contact Sharon Harold. 
                                                    Wishing everyone a blessed New Year! Sharon Harold, DUMW President, 540-879-2270 or sharold714@aol.com  

 

United Methodist Men from across three districts (Staunton, Harrison-

burg, and Winchester) and from around the conference will gather at 

Blessings Lodge at Overlook for the Tri-District UMMen’s Spiritual 

Retreat on January 3-4, 2020.  This will  be a great time of fellowship 

as we are led by Rev. Joshua Orndorff, Chaplain at Randolph Macon 

Academy.  He will help us find meaningful ways to connect with Millen-

nials and Gen Z’ers to further the Kingdom of God.  It is a wonderful way to begin the new 

year!  Direct questions to Overlook Retreat & Camp Ministries, (540) 269-2267, or CampOverlook@gmail.com  

 

Partners in Ministry will begin the new year - 2020 - meeting on Tuesday, January 7, at As-
bury UMC in Harrisonburg, 9:00 a.m.,  with a program presented on Security and Safety 
Training for Churches” by the Harrisonburg City Police Officers and Squad.  All clergy 
are asked to put this meeting on their calendars and plan to be present.          
                                                                                                                   PiM Executive Officers 

   Thank you to Rev. Shawna Hiner for the new Partners in Ministry graphic.                                    

Partners in Ministry 

Harrisonburg District 

 

Friday, January 3 

Check-in 6:00 p.m. 

Supper 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, January 4 

Closing at 2:00 p.m. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjqqfTZoMvjAhXMct8KHd-pBiUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mzumc.org%2Funited-methodist-women%2F&psig=AOvVaw0CD19oKwCuqjcETPmo3F3c&ust=1563978647145616
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                                                                           MISSION CENTRAL NEWS 
                                                            Check out our new website prepared by Bev Earman:   
                                                        http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/  

 

Visit Harrisonburg District on Facebook: Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 
 

 Harrisonburg District webpage:  www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

The Children’s Clothes Closet has been 
extremely busy in 2019.  We are working on 
a data base system for 2020.  We just got 
back from the Greenbrier Resort where we 
picked up 400 gifts to give out this Wednes-
day, December 18.  Our families we serve 

continue to grow.  We need help checking clients out on 
Wednesday mornings from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 
Thursday evenings from  5 - 7 p.m.  Also, additional volun-
teers to help watch the children while the parents shop would 
be a great blessings.  Please consider these opportunities for 
service in the New Year.  Thank you for your support in 2019.  
We look forward to serving our Lord together in 2020.     
                                        Artie Frederick, Volunteer Coordinator                    
                                   Children’s Clothes Closet, 540-208-7669 

The Medical Equipment for Caring 
Closet  located at Mission Central, 1704 
Smithland Road, is a vital part and re-
source for our community with its donations 
and lending of medical equipment and giv-
ing of supplies.  We have served hundreds 

of people this past year and look forward to 2020.  We are open 
Mondays 9-11 AM and Thursdays 5-7 PM.  I invite you to 
come by and see what we are about.  We continue to seek vol-
unteers (is this something you would be able to do?) and are 
dependent on donations to provide for the community, serving 
Harrisonburg, and the surrounding counties of Rockingham, 
Shenandoah, Page, and Augusta.   
God continues to work through caring people. 
                                   Delores Reid, Chairperson, 540-383-6112  

Important Opportunities for Nurses:  Please see below for upcoming educations opportunities for 

nurses.   

 

1) Foundations of Faith Community Nursing Course is offered by Shenandoah 

University in the spring of 2020.   

Dates:  March 13 to May 15, 2020.  Two Face to Face sessions in the beginning of the course 

(March 13) and  at the end of the course (May15).  The rest of the course will be completed 

Online. 

The course is based on the 2019 curriculum developed through the Westberg Institute, a minis-

try of the Church Health of Memphis, Tennessee.  This continuing education activity is pro-

vided by Shenandoah University, an approved provider of continuing nursing education by the Virginia Nurses Asso-

ciation, an accredited approver  by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.  For 

details, please see the attached information. 

 

2) Wesley Theological Seminary’s Heal the Sick Program is an introductory 10-week 

Online Educational Program  in Whole Person Health.  Online Orientation,  January 19th-

January 25th, 2020 and Weekly modules, January 26th - April 4th, 2020.  The Online 

Health Minister Certificate equips and trains faith community members,  clergy, public 

health professionals, social workers, chaplains, and others to support whole person health in 

many settings; provides foundational language, concepts, critical thinking, self-care, and 

asset mapping skills in faith and health; explores different health ministry roles and models 

in numerous faith and health settings; curriculum based on national best practice models and stand outlined in the 

Health Ministries Association’s publication, “The Health Minister Role: Guidelines and Foundational Curriculum 

Elements, 2nd Edition.”  For additional information, please see attached information. 

Christian Sympathy is extended to Rev. Costella Forney and her family on the death of her 

brother, Lenzlea Mosby, III.  He passed away on Wednesday, December 1st  in Hagerstown, 

MD.  The funeral was held on Saturday, December 21st in Maryland.  Please keep Pastor Forney 

and her family in your prayers. 
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Harrisonburg District on the web at 
www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

Harrisonburg District on Facebook at 
Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 

Virginia Conference on the web at 
www.vaumc.org 

                  
                    DISTRICT NEWS 

                      Harrisonburg District 
                     Virginia Annual Conference 
                 The United Methodist Church 

 

40 South Gate Court  ◊  Suite 101 
Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

 

Office Phone:  (540) 433-2382     
Call/Text DS:  (202) 285-5767 

 

Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez  
District Superintendent 

HarrisonburgDS@vaumc.org 
 

Rev.  Gordon K. Meriwether 
District Director of Congregational Vitality 

GordonMeriwether@vaumc.org 
 

Brenda Pack Woods 
 Administrative Assistant 

harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org 
 

 

General Conference Elected 

Clergy:          
General Conference Elected Laity:                

Tom Berlin Warren Harper 

Lindsey Baynham Martha Stokes 

Meredith McNabb Shirley Cauffman 

Rob Vaughn Darlene Amon 

Rhonda VanDyke Beth Christian 

Mark Ogren Alison Malloy 

Grace Sun-khil Han Marshall Bailey 

F. ELizabeth Givens Jill Gaynor 

Jason C. Stanley Joshua Blakely 

G. Kirk Nave Jacob Paysour 
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CONFERENCE NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
Kingsway’s work isn’t 
just at Christmas.  We 
are listed with the 
state as a Re-entry 

Center.   
 

A Big Thank you to all the churches and 
UMW’s that helped with our Apple Tree and 
Inmate gifts for this Christmas.  We were 
blessed to have a visit from Rev. Bob 
Gochenour, from Carmel UMC in the James 
River District as he brought Apple Tree Gifts 
from Carmel.  Pastor Bob was one of the first 
ministers to work with Kingsway in the 80’s 
when we opened our office in Harrisonburg. 
He helped with the first Apple Tree Project 
when he was pastor of Otterbein UMC.  For 
Christmas we blessed over 5600 inmates 
with a note pad, lip balm, pencil and tooth-
paste as well as a Christmas card.  I don’t 
have a count on the children yet, but approxi-
mately 400.  Remember Kingsway’s work 
isn’t just at Christmas.  We need postage 
year round as we will send an average of 20 
birthday cards to inmates each week with 
over 1600 on the prayer and card list.  For 
more information on what we do, check the 
website: kingswayoutreach.org or call 540-
433-5658. 
                               Louise Jennings, Director 

UM Day at General Assembly:  Registration is now open for 

United Methodist Day at the General Assembly presented by 

the Virginia Board of Church & Society, United Methodist 

Women and the Virginia Legislative Network Committee.  The 

event will be Thursday, January 30, 2020, at The Pace Cen-

ter, 700 W. Franklin Street in Richmond.  Visit www.vaumc.org and click on 

“Conference Calendar” at the top right hand side and then click the corre-

sponding date.  See the attachment to this newsletter for additional informa-

tion.                                                                    

Five-Day Academy for Spiritual Formation in 2020:  
“Songs for the Journey” will be the theme for the Vir-
ginia Five-Day Academy for Spiritual Formation event 

from March 15-20, 2020.  The event will be held at the Roslyn Retreat Center in Rich-
mond and will be a week of renewal, worship, prayer and learning with faculty, Dr. Don 
E. Saliers and Rabbi Rachel Barenblat.  There is a limit of 46 participants.  For additional 
information, please contact Jerry Taylor, 703-798-6613, or e-mail: VAFive-
Day@gmail.com                                                       

Bishop Sharma D. Lewis is inviting LAITY from 
around the conference for a time of connection fol-
lowing her return from medical leave on  Saturday, 
February 8, 2020, from 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at 
Woodlake UMC in Chesterfield. 
 

“It is with deep desire to reconnect with you in a personal and special way having been 
away from you for six months on medical leave,” Lewis said. “Let us come together 
both in person and through satellite locations to have a time of worship, fellowship, 
anointing, sharing our hearts and reconnecting.  I want to hear from you and I want to 
share my journey with you.” 
 

Location for the event will be at Woodlake UMC (15640 Hampton Park Drive, Chester-
field, VA  23832).  There will be five satellite locations for the event as well:  Pender 
UM, Arlington District; Bridgewater UMC, Harrisonburg District; New Creation UMC, 
Elizabeth River District; Thrasher Memorial UMC, Roanoke District; and Adams-Bloxom 
Mission Cooperative Parish, Eastern Shore District. 
 

To register, go to www.vaumc.org, click on Events and then on February 8th.  Ques-
tions may be directed to Rev. Dr. Ted Smith, Director of Communications, (804)521-
1133, or TedSmith@vaumc.org  

General Conference Delegation Meetings:  These meetings 

are open to the public.  For more information, contact Mark 

Ogren at MarkOgren@vaumc.org or call:  (804) 521-1155.  

Location of meetings is the Virginia United Methodist Cen-

ter, 10330 Staples Mill Road, Glen Allen, VA.  23060.  Gen-

eral Conference 2020, the quadrennial gathering of United 

Methodists from around the world, takes place May 5-15, 

2020 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA. 

Virginia Conference Delegation meeting dates: 

Saturday, January 4, 2020 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Saturday, February 15, 2020 - 9:00 a.m. 

Saturday, March 14, 2020 9:00 a.m. 

https://virginiafivedayacademy.org/

