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“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not 
life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by wor-
rying add a single hour to your life?... Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each 

day has enough trouble of its own. – Matthew 6:25-27, 34 (NIV) 
 

When I was about 10 years old I loved hamburgers from a restaurant called Burger Boy.  In my opinion, this company, 
which had several restaurants in my hometown, had the best burgers.  I just loved going there and I had their biggest burg-
er.  About half a block away from a Burger Boy, there was another restaurant, but with different food.  This one sold barba-

coa.  This is not the typical BBQ you eat in the United States, mainly made out of pork and cook on a special grill.  No, this barbacoa is made with 
lamb, and cooked overnight in a pit with burning logs (yes, in the ground and covered), which creates an oven.  A pot is placed underneath the 
meat to collect all the juices, which makes a delicious broth, and the meat is covered with cactus leafs and it is finger licking good. 
 
One time after church, my parents decided to have a family lunch at the barbacoa place.  But I wanted to go Burger Boy.  We parked right in front 
of Burger Boy and I asked my parents to go there instead.  They answered with a straight and dry “no” and that we were going to eat barbacoa.  
Then I pouted, and I told them that I would not eat barbacoa, if we went there I would not eat at all, and I would stay in the car.  I thought they 
would change their minds and I would get my way.  Oh my, how naïve of me!   
 
So my parents and my sisters left me in the car and they went to eat barbacoa.  Now that I think about it, I laugh, but I remember being mad at my 
parents.  I could not believe they left me there in the car.  I was hungry too!  I thought they would come back to get me and go to Burger Boy.  I 
waited and waited and waited!  Nothing!  No one came!  I finally got out of the car and went to the restaurant to see what was going on with my 
family.  How dare they left me behind!   
 
To make things worse (at least for me), they were already eating and even enjoying it!  The table was filled with food, a couple of trays of barba-
coa, handmade fresh tortillas, an assorted selection of homemade salsas, condiments, and they were having that delicious broth in bowls made 
out of clay.  To my surprise, they were laughing and enjoying each other while passing out those trays of barbacoa!  I couldn’t believe they had 
forgotten about me, so I thought!   
 
As I approached the table, I could see my mother giggling with a smile on her face.  I knew she noticed me, but I was upset and told them that I 
was waiting for them in the car.  My father simply smiled, rolled his eyes, and invited me to sit.  He handed me a plate, and passed a tray full of that 
delicious barbacoa.  I was hungry, and the barbacoa smelled great and it look delicious, so I sat down ate with my family and enjoyed the meal and 
had a great time. 
 
As I reflected on my attitude and yes my childish behavior, I realized that what I thought was my right, I was making it all about me.  Later on I also 
realized how ridiculous my attitude became.  I still love a good burger, but I will not pass a great barbacoa.  My parents without saying a word 
taught me a very important lesson; it is not about you, buddy!  You need to think about others, and especially those around you. 
 
I recently came across an article by Abraham Mares in Spanish, which I will paraphrase with my own 
words in English.  You all know that if you leave a piece of bread out, eventually it will get hard and it 
becomes difficult to eat.  Sometimes, we leave that piece of bread after dinner, and next morning is al-
ready hard, and we say “the bread is hard.”  What I want to tell you today is that the bread is not hard… 
what is really hard is not having the bread.  But in our own human nature, as we often take things for 
granted, we rather complain or point out that the bread is hard, but do not realize that what is really hard 
is not having bread.  This means that the jobs we have are not hard, what is hard is not having a job.  
That having a car with mechanical problems is not hard, what is hard is not being able to walk.  That 
eating just rice with sardines is not hard, what is hard is not having food on the table.  That not eating a 
burger is not hard, what is hard is missing quality time with family.  That losing the house due to a family 
dispute is not hard, what is hard is losing a family member for such dispute.  That caring for others is not 
hard, what is hard is when others do not care for us.  That saying “I love you” looking at the person’s 
eyes is not hard, what is hard is saying it in front of the tombstone.  That complaining is not hard, what is hard is not being thankful.  That not being 
able to worship God in the ways we were used to is not hard, what is hard is not worshipping God the way God wants us to worship.   
 
Today is a good day to give thanks to God for what we have.  Today is a good day not to allow that our happiness depends on something or some-
one.  We must allow God!  As we allow God, please join me in praying for brothers and sisters in many parts of the word, for this pandemic, for 
those who use hatred to express themselves.  Please pray for your pastor who has been pulled by many in different directions.  I will always re-
member this important lesson that my parents gave me several years ago, and be thankful to God for all those blessings God provides.  Just to               
finish, praying is not hard, what is hard is losing our relationship with God for not praying. 
                                                                                                             In God’s Service, Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez District Superintendent                                                                                                                                 



August 2020 DISTRICT NEWS                               Page 2 
 
 

 

 
                                                  

                  On Embracing Tolerance 
“’Come now, let us reason together,’ says the Lord.” Isaiah 1: 18a 

 
My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, I trust you will give me editorial privilege in the heat of the sum-
mer of the pandemics, racial divide and relentless nonsensical politics…to preach tolerance. 
 
I don’t know if I understand intolerance anymore today than I did as a child.  I come from a family 
that loves to discuss all kinds of consequential (and inconsequential) issues of which we seldom 
agree. In my clan, all were invited into the fray, family or not.  We loved a good argument on the politics of the day, or 
religion, or Alabama/Auburn Football, or whether the Beatles actually wrote their own music (my dad’s favorite irritant 
topic), or…..whatever. We just liked to argue our way through the issues of the day. I don’t think we settled anything, but 
there was a sense of family working through their issues together. Our animated free for all’s were like a board game in 
other families. Everybody played until you wore out one at a time.  Seldom, if ever, was a winner declared, or a mind 
changed, and nothing was ever off the table.  We tolerated and listened and fired back and listened and tolerated. Now I 
certainly don’t hold this up as good practice for every family, but toleration was a key element that kept us togeth-
er….and still does.   
 

There used to be a time when we as a community, as a nation, could talk about most anything to try 
to reach a compromise, if not an agreement. Today, not so much. Things have changed.  Now dis-
cussions of ideas are to be held only among those in like-minded agreement. Intolerance for differ-
ent ideas have squeezed the air from the open and free exchange of ideas.   We get our messages 
from cable news focused on ratings and/or politicians promising anything for your vote.  They divide 
us…pushing free thought and discussion into the shadows of fear and anger. The world in which we 
live in now carries shaming, disrespect and dismissal as badges of honor in the place of tolerance 
for and listening to each other. We seem to do any and all to be declared absolutely right in our 
minds at the expense of listening, to the detriment of tolerance. 

 
This intolerance is not the way of Jesus. Throughout Scripture in the words and actions of Christ, tolerance stands out as 
a major theme rooted in Christian thought. Jesus tolerated Romans and Temple leaders, the rich and the poor, the Phar-
isees and the Samaritans, and even those he chose as disciples. You get the sense that he never walked away from a 
hard and difficult topic; “The Jesus Shop” was always open for a hearty discussion. Now the shop is still open for discus-
sion but not all of us who “work the counter” are willing to have those “too hard” discussions for fear of alienation or retri-
bution,…but now is exactly the time for the followers of Jesus to step forward to embrace tolerance as he so aptly taught 
us so many years ago.  John Wesley himself taught this tolerance of thought and openness when he wrote in The Char-
acter of a Methodist, “But as to all opinions which do not strike at the root of Christianity, we think and let think.”  
 
The simple little phrase “think and let think”, is a powerful reminder of what we as United Methodists stand for. Growing 
up as a Roman Catholic, among the rules and dogmas of the church, thinking for yourself was not valued. “Follow these 
rules and you too can be one of us; don’t follow the rules and you are a sinner, condemned to the eternal damnation of 
mortal sin.” And not all of these rules/dogmas were representative of “the root of Christianity” or biblically-based. On 
Sunday in class you would ask questions and the nuns would speak dogma, the priest would sermonize in practical dog-
ma. Thought and personal insight were not the bedfellow of the dogmas. I spent a lot of time inspecting the paint job in 
various corners of the classrooms as a result of my persistent questions. 
 
But the struggle was worth it. In 1985 I found Methodism as a place of such discussion, a tradition of open thought, 
where we could challenge anything and anybody in this free-for-all of a Christian life.  I had found my faith home where I 
could grow in knowledge and understanding of what it really meant to follow Jesus. I found others who walked the same 
path, openly and inquisitively, searching for the Truth.  I had found my life-long home in Christ, yet throughout my jour-
ney tolerance routinely was missing in action in our world and in parts of our church,….and I haven’t a clue as to why. 
After all, Jesus taught us to forgive seventy-seven times, to love our enemies, to be patient with children, not to judge, in 
short, to always embrace tolerance with each other. And yet we don’t. I don’t.  
 
Well, it starts with me… 
 
In this summer of frustration, I will purposely listen, I will carry respect and fellowship for each soul I encounter, I will utter 
not an unpleasant word, I will love with the compassion of Christ, I will forgive as Christ forgave, I will learn from Jesus in 
study and prayer,  
 
I will embrace the tolerance of Jesus, the Christ, and I will probably fail…for in this we need each other in good counsel 
and prayer.                  My Sisters and Brothers, may I beg your prayers and support?     So Be It.                      In CX, g 

Director of  
Congregational  

Vitality 



A challenge to Read the Bible in 2020 

                                       Bible Readings for August 
 

Bishop Lewis has been encouraging clergy and laity of the Virginia Conference to read 
the Bible in a year since 2017.  Each year has featured a different way of reading:  
2017 read the Bible straight through; 2018 read the Bible chronologically; 2019 read 
the Bible in a blended style, a mixture of Old Testament readings and New Testament 
each day.  For 2020, Bishop Lewis is challenging the entire conference to read the Bi-

ble all the way through with a thematic reading plan. The thematic plan is found on www.intentionalbygrace.com and 
Bishop Lewis has selected the following themes for 2020: 
 

  July 29 - August 18  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Faithfulness 
  August 19 - September 8  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Gentleness 
  September 9 - September 29 (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Self-Control 
  September 30 - October 20 (21 - day plan)  Trust 
  October 21 - November 10 (21 - day plan)  Mercy 
  November 11 - December 1 (21 - day plan)  Bearing Fruit 
  December 2 - December 23 (21 - day plan)  Cares of the World 
  December 24 - January 13 (21 - day plan)  Rest 
 

There are 18 plans to cover this year.  Each is 21 days long.  Start at the beginning and work through the year (and a 
few days into January 2021).  In this new year, challenge yourself to study the Bible and strengthen your faith in the pro-
cess. 

Tips on reading the Bible daily: 
 

  * Start reading the Bible today. 
  *   Set aside a specific time and place each day.  Set your schedule and then stick to it.   
      Mornings are great, but feel free to use any time that works consistently in your schedule. 
  *   Get a good study Bible to help illuminate the meaning of the original Hebrew, Aramaic, 
       and Greek text 
  *   Choose a translation to use during your reading. 
  * Say a short prayer to God before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom 
   and understanding. 
  * Dive in and enjoy the richness of God’s Word!  Apply God’s Word to your life.  Bible study 
   should be practiced and applicable.  These seven steps will help you begin a journey to 
   becoming a “lifelong learner” of God’s Word.     
 

[resource:  http://www.vaumc.org/pages/bishop-Lewis/biblechallenge] 
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From Sue MacTavish, District Librarian  
August 2020 featured item: 

  
The Walk: Five Essential Practices of Christian Life by  

Adam Hamilton, 2019. 
 
In The Walk, Adam Hamilton focuses on five essential spiritual practices that are rooted 

in Jesus’ own walk with God and taught throughout the New Testament. Each of these practices is intended as part of 
our daily walk with Christ while also being an essential part of growing together in the church.  
In each chapter, Hamilton explores one of these practices, its New Testament foundation, and what it looks like to pur-
sue this practice daily in our personal life and together in the life of the church. Deepen your walk with Christ as we ex-
plore the five essential practices of worship, study, serving, giving, and bearing witness to our faith.  
 
The Walk: Five Essential Practices of Christian Life can be found in the Bible / Bible Studies section of the Dis-
trict Library. We have the Book, Leader’s Guide; Youth Study Book, Children’s Leader Guide and DVD.  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Stop by the District Office and “check out” the Library.  Please remember to check out library items by signing 
the book card in pocket with your name and church and date – you may keep as long as you need – but remem-
ber to return when finished so that others may borrow.                                                                          Thanks,  Sue 
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District Committee on Lay Servants Ministry: 
 

Lay Servant Ministry  
(All Laity are Lay Servants - see Matthew 25:31-46) 

 
The Spring Lay Servant Training scheduled for May 23 at Grottoes UMC has been 
postponed until September 26 at Grottoes UMC, Grottoes, VA.  All the scheduled 
classes (Basic Course, UMC Polity and Spiritual Gifts) will be taught.  The current class 
registrations will be kept and we will reconfirm with every registrant their availability to 
attend.  Additionally, the books for each of the classes are already on-hand and will be distributed to 

each attendee in the first part of August so they can be read before the class is held.  Also, we will continue to accept 
class registrations up until the day of the classes.  If you have any questions, please contact Joe Amend at 
joe.amend3@gmail.com or by phone (301) 741-7633 or Debbie Creech at harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org or by phone 
540-433-2382. 
 

Spiritual Food For Thought – “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help 
in trouble.  Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall 
into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake 
with their surging.  There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy 
place where the Most High dwells.  God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her 
at break of day.  Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts.  
The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.  Come and see the 
works of the Lord, the desolations he has brought on the earth.  He makes wars cease 
to the ends of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear, he burns the 
shields with fire.  Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I 
will be exalted in the earth.  The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our for-
tress.”  Psalm 46 

 
This was a hymn sung about God who lived in the Temple in Jerusalem, always ready to defend the people who love 
him.  Now that Jesus has come, we know that God is not confined to a building but lives within us if we will but ask. 
 
During this time in history, everywhere we look we see our world, our nation, our churches, our society, often including 
our own families in an uproar.  Sometimes it seems everything we care about looks as if it is falling apart.  And it is easy 
to despair.  There is mistrust and dissension at every turn.  Watching newscasts is enough to cause anxiety and sleep-
less nights.  Social injustice issues and health news headlines are not very encouraging.  Yet God is still God.  Be still 
and listen for his voice, the leading of the Holy Spirit, which is God living in us, and exalt God’s name no matter how we 
are hurting.  This is how we grow, trusting God in all circumstances and not trusting our own emotions or intellect.  What 
is it that God is saying to each one of us right now and how are we responding?  It is difficult work to stay above the fray 
of these epidemics of chaos. 
 
In Psalm 29:11 it reads, “The Lord gives strength to his people; the Lord blesses his people with peace.”  I pray we will 
look for peace and healing and make every effort to remember the Lord is with us and is our fortress. 
 
Peace, Becky Downey, Lay Speaker 
 
                                                        Walk humbly with God; walk gently with your neighbor; and be at peace with yourself. 

Joe Amend, Director of Lay Servant Ministries 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES ON THE HARRISONBURG DISTRICT 
These churches are offering in-person worship,  

or will begin worship during the month of August. 
 

Aisle 7 Fellowship (Verona) 
Bridgewater 
Caplingers (Fulks Run) 
Christian Newcomer 
Clover Hill 
Edom  (Fellowship-Linville-Edom) 
Fellowship (Fellowship-Linville-Edom) 
Fields (Shenandoah Charge) 
 

First (Timberville) 
Grove Hill (Shenandoah Circuit) 
Luray 
Manor Memorial 
McGaheysville 
Mt. Carmel (Fulks Run) 
Mt. Hermon (Mount Pleasant) 
Mt. Horeb  
Mt. Zion (Strasburg) 

Mt. Zion (Woodstock) 
New Hope 
Oak Grove  (Shenandoah Circuit) 
Port Republic 
Riverside  (Fulks Run) 
St. Paul’s 
Strasburg 
Verona 
Woodstock 

START MAKING PLANS NOW!   
CHARGE CONFERENCES ARE COMING! 

 
This year, due to COVID-19 restrictions and instructions from our Bishop, all Charge Conferences on the Harri-
sonburg District will be held via ZOOM. Conferences will begin sometime during the month of September; fur-
ther instructions will come later.  Now is the time to begin your preparations for committee meetings, etc. for 
the business of 2021.   

mailto:joe.amend3@gmail.com
mailto:harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org
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                                                              MISSION CENTRAL NEWS 
                                                            Check out our new website prepared by Bev Earman:   
                                                        http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/  

 

Mission Central Children’s Clothes Closet:  After being 

closed due to COVID-19 restrictions, Mission Central will open 

this month during their normal operating hours;  the 2nd and 4th 

Wednesdays from 10 a.m. – 1 pm and the 2nd and 4th Thurs-

day evenings from 5 – 7 p.m.  They continue to accept diapers 

and monetary donations!  This, of course, is subject to change 

based on COVID-19 status. 

                             

             Artie Frederick, Coordinator,  

                       540-208-7669 

Mission Central Medical Equipment for 
Caring Closet:  During the COVID-19 time 
our Mission Central medical equipment 
loaner closet remains open during its 
scheduled hours:  Mondays 9-11 a.m. 

and Thursdays 5-7 p.m..  We are practicing social distancing 
and our volunteers are wearing masks.  We ask that those who 
need equipment or supplies honor these precautions.  We con-
tinue to accept donations of equipment and supplies during this 
time when people’s needs continue.  Thank you to those who 
are helping with this mission and we ask everyone to stay safe.                                    
 

                                     Delores Reid, Coordinator, 540-383-6112                                                  

 

Visit Harrisonburg District on Facebook: Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 
 

 Harrisonburg District webpage:  www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

The United Methodist Credit Union still offering assistance:  If your  church or UMC-affiliated 

organization wants to participate in the SBA’s Paycheck Protection Plan (PPP) but hasn’t applied yet or 
hasn’t found an institution willing or able to assist you, please contact The United Methodist Credit Union 
(TUMCU).  If you have an urgent need, TUMCU can also help your church or organization with a low-
interest bridge loan or line-of-credit while you await SBA funding.  Please call Jomin Mujar at (804) 672-
0200 for more details or visit their website www.tumcu.org                                          

Harrisonburg District Mission Central  
Physical location: 1704 Smithland Road, Harrisonburg, VA  22801.  
Mailing address:  Post Office Box 2026, Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

UMW NEWS:  
  

Plans are being made for a Virtual District UMW Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, August 29th at 9:00 
a.m. Please join us with your coffee and favorite breakfast food as Rev. Debra Cline provides our 
program. Music will also be provided by Laura Douglass our Spiritual Growth Coordinator. Infor-
mation will be sent out to unit presidents on how to join the meeting. Everyone is welcome to join us. Please e-mail me 
at sharold714@aol.com  to receive information on joining the "breakfast".  
 
All of the District UMW meetings for the remainder of the year will be held virtually. I will be updating everyone as infor-
mation becomes available. The Conference UMW Annual Meeting which was scheduled at Smith Mtn. 4H Center will 
also now be virtual. It will still be held on Saturday, October 24th. I will be sending unit presidents information on how 
to  join this meeting closer to the time of the event. 
 
The Wesley Community Service Center in Portsmouth, VA is holding their annual pecan sale. These pecans are usually 
sold at the UMW Conference Annual Meeting. Because the meeting will be virtual this year the pecan company is offer-
ing to ship cases to the districts with free shipping. I will be ordering a case for our district and they will be available for 
$11.00 per bag. If you would like to order a bag please contact me by e-mail or my home number listed below. The Wes-
ley Community Service Center is the only United Methodist National Mission Institutions in the state of Virginia and sup-
ported by the United Methodist Women..    
                                                   Sharon Harold, Harrisonburg DUMW President  sharold714@aol.com or 540-879-2270 

The Virginia Conference has announced that offices at The United Methodist Center in Glen Allen, Virgin-
ia, will close at 1:00 p.m. each Friday through Labor Day.  The Harrisonburg District Office follows the 
conference policy on office closure. 

mailto:sharold714@aol.com
mailto:sharold714@aol.com
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August 4 (Tuesday) - District Lay Servants 
Committee, District Office, 7:00 p.m. 
August 7 (Friday) - DUMW Executive Committee 
Meeting, 1:00 p.m. VIRTUAL FORMAT  
August 20 (Thursday) - District Common Table 

Meeting (Formerly Council on Ministries), District Office, 7:00 
p.m. 
August 29 (Saturday) - District UMW Prayer Breakfast, 9:00 
a.m. VIRTUAL FORMAT* 
September 19 (Saturday) - RESCHEDULED 
2020 Annual Conference - VIRTUAL FORMAT* 
September 26 (Saturday) - RESCHEDULED District Lay 
Servants Training, Grottoes UMC, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.* 
October 24 (Saturday) - Conference UMW Annual Meeting   
VIRTUAL FORMAT* 
 

All events are subject to change. 

 * Denotes related article elsewhere in this newsletter 

AN UPDATE ON CONFERENCE  
APPORTIONMENTS  

 
As of June 30, 2020, the Conference has received 
44.05% of Priority 1 Apportionments. Most church-
es have been able to work towards paying Priority 
1 fully by the end of the year. Some churches 
have also been able to start paying into Priority 2 
Apportionments. Overall, the conference has re-
ceived 32.24% of the Apportionments as com-
pared to 37.38% this same time last year. This is a 
decrease of 5.14% ($1,678,054). Conference re-
serves are currently above the minimum reserve 
and expenses have been adjusted to be in line 
with the apportionment prioritization. We will con-
tinue to keep you updated on the connectional fi-
nancial status of the Conference.  
 
          From:  Dollar$ and $ense—July 2020 Issue 

Congratulations to Michael and Elfie Finn-McKenzie on the birth of their 
grandson, Beau, born June 30, 2020.  Parents are Kristin and Patrick Lam 
and brother, Tristan.  Elfie is the pastor on the Mt Jackson Charge. 

WE WELCOME OUR NEW PASTORS TO THE DISTRICT: 
 

Joe Amend—Shenandoah Charge (Christ and Fields) 
Stephen Creech—Manor Memorial UMC 
Elfie Finn-McKenzie—Mount Jackson (Mount Jackson and Quicksburg) 
Jim Harris—Weyers Cave UMC 
Terry Hendricks—Edinburg Charge (St. Johns’s and Wesley Chapel) 
Keon Huh—Woodstock UMC 
Jonathan Lamb—Associate, Bridgewater UMC 
Steven McMillion—Bridgewater UMC 
Gordon Meriwether—Mount Horeb UMC 
Peggy Packard— Fulks Run Charge (Caplingers, Riverside and Mount Carmel) 
Ed Pruitt—Mount Pisgah UMC 
Edward Steele—Assistant, Blue Ridge Charge (Furnace, Mount Pleasant, Jollett, and Hensley) 

We extend our sympathy to Rev. Steve McMillian, pastor at Bridgewater UMC, on the loss of his 
mother, Margaret McMillian, June 20, 2020.   

She was a member of Fishersville UMC on the Staunton District. 
 

Rev. Gayle Thornberry, pastor of the Annex-Crimora Charge, lost her father, Charles Martin (90), 
from Olton, TX,  to the coronavirus on July 21st after a brief illness.    

Gayle’s husband, Wes Thornberry, is a retired pastor from this district as well. 

Congratulations to Rev.  
Darlene Wilkins who was 
ordained as an Elder on  
July 10, 2020, at Woodlake 
UMC in Chesterfield, VA.   
 
Rev. Wilkins is the Senior 
pastor on the Mt. Pleasant 
Charge. 

We inadvertently omitted a pastor in last’s 
month’s newsletter who retired as of June 30, 
2020 from the Harrisonburg District: 
 

 Rev. John Crawford III retired from Mt. Pisgah 
UMC.  He retired in 2004 and has 
been serving this church since 
that time.   
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Harrisonburg District on the web at 
www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

Harrisonburg District on Facebook at 
Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 

Virginia Conference on the web at 
www.vaumc.org 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE IN 2021:  Organizers have an-
nounced the next General Conference will be August 25-
September 7, 2021, in Minneapolis.  Organizers are look-
ing for ways to ensure delegates, even if they can not meet 
in person, can participate online in what many expect to be a 
historic legislative meeting.  The United Methodist Church’s 
top legislative assembly faces multiple proposals to resolve 

longtime debate around LGBTQ inclusion by splitting the denomination along 
theological lines. 

 Jurisdictional Conferences in the United States:  The Council of 
Bishops (COB) has announced new dates for the 2020 Jurisdictional 
Conferences in the United States that had been  postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  The Jurisdictional Conferences in the US will 
be held November 10-12, 2021. 

God's Children Camp Virtual 5k Fundraiser: 
Join us for a Virtual 5k fundraiser for All God's Children 
Camp.  You can run/walk this race anytime on August 15 or 
any date and time that suits you!  Don't forget to take a picture 
of yourself and share it on our All God's Children 
Camp Facebook page with the hashtag #agcc5k.  We hope 
you will take this opportunity to support camp as we help break 
the cycle of incarceration.  Click the link below to regis-

ter:  https://runsignup.com/Race/VA/GlenAllen/AGCC5K. If you have any ques-
tions you can email Lori Smith at lttlelori@gmail.com 

2020 VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Saturday, September 19, 2020 

Virtual Format.   
 
On July 23rd, Clergy and Lay Conference Members 
received an email from the Conference office indicat-
ing the 2020 Session will be held in an online envi-
ronment.  In the email it states the Book of Reports 
will be mailed via US Postal Service early in August, 
then additional emails sent in August and September. 
 
It is understood that there is a sensitivity to being in a new environment. Two 
test events are being planned, and Lay Members and Clergy will receive an 
invitation to participate. The hope is by testing, is that we will become more 
comfortable in using and navigating the system. This environment does require 
a stable internet connection and access to an internet-enabled device to partici-
pate. The device can be a computer, tablet, or cell phone. Using a computer will 
require speakers to hear, and if you wish to speak, a microphone connected to 
the computer. We realize the online environment will come with challenges. If 
you need assistance, please reach out within your congregation to find a person 
who may be able to assist you.  
 
                 Kits for Conference and Cans for Conference Update 
Local churches are encouraged to continue the collection of Kits for Con-
ference. Specific collection details are still underway, but will very likely 
include organization of regional, or district-wide, drop-off loca-
tions. More information will be forthcoming as the new plan is cre-
ated and finalized.   
Collecting Cans for Conference can't be done virtually and feed 
people. So if you aren't already, collecting cans for your local food 
bank or pantry do so as your Conference collection (four cans or 
bags or boxes or car loads -- remember pop tops, fruit, soup, veg-
gies and any nonperishable boxes). Take a picture of your food collection 
and post it on the VA Conference Facebook page and then take it to your 
local food pantry or bank. Thank you for your faithfulness to this project. 
We will do it again next year in Hampton. 

COMMUNICATIONS GRANT   
Local churches  

encouraged to apply for 
technology grant 

 
 

While the Virginia Annual Conference 
is starting to expand in-person wor-
ship, many of our churches will con-
tinue to offer worship, Sunday school, 
and other ministries online. The 
Board of Communications has allo-
cated funding to provide grants to 
local churches to help purchase the 
item(s) they need to maintain or im-
prove their online ministry. The grant 
can help fund equipment, software 
licenses, and more. 
 
In addition to grants, the board is also 
offering free technical consultations 
to assist local churches with their 
online ministry. All local churches in 
the Virginia Annual Conference of 
The United Methodist Church are 
encouraged to apply. Applications 
must be submitted by Aug. 31, 2020 
for consideration.  For more infor-
mation, email the conference Com-
munications Office at communica-
tions@vaumc.org. 
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