
January 2019 Issue 46-1 

 
 

 

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!”   
Then he said, “write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 

                                                                                                       Revelation 21:5 (NIV) 
 

It seems like yesterday we were in the beginning of 2018 and now, 2019 is here!  As I look back and reflect, 
it has been a year with challenges and difficulties, but at the same time, it has been a year of blessings. 
 

Whenever we receive a new year, we create resolutions.  It is a way to see the New Year as an opportunity 
to improve and enhance our lifestyle.  We look back at the things that get in our way and with the New Year’s resolutions we try to 
change them.  According to Time magazine, the top ten resolutions are: 
 

      1.  Lose weight/exercise more 
      2.  Quit smoking  
      3.  Eat healthy 
      4.  Learn something new 
      5.  Spend less/Save more 
      6.  Drink less alcohol 
      7.  Travel 
      8.  Give back to the community 
      9.  Spend more time with loved ones 
     10. Relax 
 

The irony is that they also are the top ten most broken resolutions.  Why is it that we create these resolutions and then break them?  
We see the New Year as an opportunity to change, to enhance, to make things new. 
 

These are great resolutions and worthy of consideration and following through. An although, in most cases they are broken, there are 
folks that follow through their resolutions and look back at the end of the year with a sense of accomplishment. 
 

God promises us in making everything new and that these words are trustworthy and true.  So, what if instead we make a list and 
create spiritual resolutions?  Perhaps, if we do so, the ones listed above come automatically to us and even accomplished.  What if 
we make the following resolutions. 
 
      1.  Daily Prayer 
      2.  Bible reading 
      3.  Weekly worship 
      4.  Share God’s love to ALL 
      5.  Make disciples of Jesus Christ 
      6.  Earn all you can 
      7.  Save all you can 
      8.  Give all you can 
      9.  Tithing 
     10. Fasting 
 

I must say that these are just a few spiritual resolutions and you may come up with your own.  I believe that one of the reasons we 
break our resolutions is because we try to do them alone.  In other words, we walk by ourselves in this journey.  I am always re-
minded that God is with us.  As we look back, we can indeed affirm that God has been with us, that God is with us, and that God will 
be with us. 
 

We do not need to walk alone and if we follow our spiritual resolutions, walking side by side with our Lord, God will make everything 
new as these words are trustworthy and true.  We will be able to look back at the end of the year and see how much we have accom-
plished. . .for the kingdom of God! 
 

                                                                                                                                                     Have blessed 2019! Victor Gómez   
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                       A challenge to read the Bible in 2019 

                                         Bible Readings for January 
 

In 2017 participants were asked to read the Bible straight through and in 2018 you were asked to read the Bible chronologi-
cally.  For 2019 the Bible challenge will be a blended style of reading, a mixture of Old Testament readings and New Testament 
each day.   
   

 January  1 Genesis 1-3; Romans 1    January 16 Genesis 39-40; Romans 13   

 January  2  Genesis 4-6; Romans 2       January 17   Genesis 41-42; Romans 14 
 January  3  Genesis 7-9; Romans 3                             January 18   Genesis 43-45; Romans 15:1-13     
 January  4 Genesis 10-12; Romans 4    January 19 Genesis 46-48; Romans 15:14-33 
 January  5   Genesis 13-15; Romans 5    January 20   Genesis 49-50; Romans 16 
 January  6 Genesis 16-17; Romans 6    January 21   Isaiah 1-2; Mark 1:1-22 
 January  7 Genesis 18-19; Romans 7    January 22   Isaiah 3-4; Mark 1:23-45 
 January  8 Genesis 20-22; Romans 8:1-21   January 23   Isaiah 5-6; Mark 2 
 January  9 Genesis 23-24; Romans 8:22-39   January 24  Isaiah 7-8; Mark 3:1-19 
 January 10 Genesis 25-26; Romans 9:1-15    January 25   Isaiah 9-10; Mark 3:20-35 
 January 11 Genesis 27-28; Romans 9:16-33   January 26   Isaiah 11-13; Mark 4:1-20  
 January 12 Genesis 29-30; Romans 10        January 27   Isaiah 14-16; Mark 4:21-41 
 January 13 Genesis 31-32; Romans 11:1-18       January 28   Isaiah 17-19; Mark 5:1-20 
 January 14   Genesis 33-35; Romans 11:19-36   January 29   Isaiah 20-22; Mark 5:21-43 
 January 15  Genesis 36-38; Romans 12    January 30   Isaiah 23-25; Mark 6:1-29 
         January 31 Isaiah 26-27; Mark 6:30-56 

 
 

 
My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

May the blessing of the Lord our God be upon you and your ministry in the Faith.  The coming New Year promises to bring both 
challenges and possibilities to our United Methodist denomination, the Virginia Conference, our communities, churches, clergy 
and laity.  With a study of confusion and chaos upon us, we, in the Harrisonburg District with the grace of God, have decided to 
seize the day in hopeful ministry to awaken our communities and congregations to the new possibilities of spiritual vitality throughout the Valley. 
 

You may ask, “Why now?  Why us? Don’t we have enough of whatever comes out of the “way forward” and just keeping our congregations above 
water?” 
 

To that end, this time of crisis and uncertainty is reminiscent of the dilemmas faced by our fore-bearers in the faith across the centuries.  Nothing 
new. . .been here before.  What is new is the culture which surround us in its complexity, speed and shallow pretext for moral values. 
 

“What can we offer a world unhinged in disarray and corruption?” 
 

What a better time to boldly stand with the saints of the past and disciples of the present in the light of the Lord.  We are needed more than ever 
by this world gone astray.  So, my brothers and sisters, I hope you will join me in this understanding of a bold and exciting new adventure to em-
brace the Spirit in vitality and renewal of congregations and communities. 
 

“What does that mean? How?” 
 

Well, first, to be in vulnerable and heartfelt prayer for our mission and ministry. 
 

Secondly, to fall in love again with each other, our congregations and our communities. 
 

Thirdly, to listen with open hearts and minds to those same congregations and communities in fellowship and compassion. 
 

And finally, comes the hard work of prayerfully making sense of it all. AND this is where you come in. . .to work as a committed band of brothers 
and sisters, laity and clergy, set aside in ministry and discernment to reckon our place as a church in 2019 and beyond. 
 

To that end, we have begun the process of visiting congregations and communities throughout the Harrisonburg District “to learn church” from 
your perspective and to understand the very soul of the “People called Methodists” in 2019. 
 

Of course 2019 will hold more challenges to our unity and mission as we proceed in time and space.  The vitality of our faith, our congregations, 
and our communities will be tested through judicial and legislative proceedings as well as our national political turmoil.  Through all this we will 
continue to press on as only Methodist people can.  In the words of John Wesley, we shall be “kept steady in the midst of the waves of this trou-
blesome world, and preserved from striking upon either of those fatal rocks, presumption or despair.” 
 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, both clergy and laity, I look forward to working with you in 2019 and beyond.  May the Lord our God offer you all 
a blessed happy, holy, and prosperous New Year.                                                                                                                            In Christ, Gordon 

Congregational 



                                           2019. . . The year of Distractions? 
 

I have a confession!  As I am writing this newsletter during the Christmas season for the January newsletter, I 
admit that I struggle with the distractions of Christmas commercialism that are so present in our culture.  I get 
excited at the very mention of Christmas and begin to prepare for the next Christmas at the end of each Christ-
mas season.  Much to my husband’s dismay, we don’t take down our Christmas tree until. . .well, I am too em-
barrassed to say!  When I “come to my senses” and realize that I am becoming  distracted during such a Holy 

time as this; the Holy Spirit and I have a “come to Jesus meeting” and convicts me that I am beginning to allow commercialism to 
overcome the birth of our Savior. 
 

I don’t know about you, but it is difficult for me not to get caught up in the specialness and the euphoria of 
pretty things; beautiful seasonal colors in our homes and churches; special recipes (like my grandmother’s oys-
ter stuffing for turkey); traveling to see family and friends; gift giving (sometimes spending way too much 
money) and many other traditions.  These traditions are not, in and of themselves, bad.  They help us to cele-
brate and remember who we are and whose we are.  They have an intended purpose to share and fellowship with others this special 
occasion of the birth of Christ!  But when these traditions distract us and become so overwhelming (and exhausting!) that they take a 
higher priority then the celebration of Jesus’ birth; then we must recognize that we need to “detour for distractions” and get back on 
track.  I trust; though, that by now as some of the commercialism is dying down from the Christmas season each of you is enjoying 
Christmas and ‘is pausing” to reflect on the real meaning of the season.  With God’s help, I pray that you are managing the distrac-
tions that come along with it. 
 

As God ushers into “His year of 2019” there will be many such distractions that challenge us.  Distractions, which can be fueled by 
high emotions, die hard convictions and never ending media, can and do cause us to take our focus off of what God is calling us to 
do. Distractions can be easy to “fall into”.  But distractions can also be an opportunity that challenges us to “detour”  and get back on 
track.  Matthew 28:16-20 gives us all our “marching orders”.  God instructs all of us as Jesus told his disciples: “Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. . .”  As Christians, this is our 
main job here on earth!  This commission was so important that our Methodist mission around the world is to:  Make disciples of Je-
sus Christ for the transformation of the world”.  Our Harrisonburg District is so blessed that the theme of all of our charge conference 
worship services in 2018 was on the mission of the United Methodist Churches around the world.  As we go about our activities/vision 
in our churches for 2019, these activities/visions will specifically express how each of our churches go about making disciples of Je-
sus Christ for the transformation of the world.  In addition to this, God calls each and every one of us to contribute something unique 
and special  to the mission and vision by telling us individually how to use our special talents and gifts. 
 

Know that distractions are “normal” in our Christian journey and can cause us to get off track with God’s plan for 
us.  But also remember Matthew 28:18 when Jesus said. . .”All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. . .” Think of 2019 as belonging to God and that He is ALWAYS in control.  Let us try to detour the distrac-
tions and get back on track with what He wants you and me to do in “Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.” 
 

I mentioned earlier that I think it is important to know that distractions can be easily “fallen into”.  Distractions are also normal in our 
Christian walk.  Sometimes we may not know when or that we are distracted.  Acknowledging distraction can also help manage it. 
Here are a couple of thing that help me to figure it out: 
 
        A.  Pray often (with expectation that God will answer you) 
        B.  Reading scripture daily 
 C.  Fellowship with other Christians (individually, small groups) 
 D.  Sharing prayer/thoughts/conversations with spiritual confidants with whom you can trust 
 E.  Worshiping God 
 F.  Serving God. (Worshiping and Serving are close cousins. . .we cannot do one without the other as we are created to  
                    worship and serve God!) 
 

I ask your prayers for me now that you have read about my confession.  District Co-Lay Leader Joe Amend and I are praying for you 
that you will continue to be blessed in God year of 2019.  May you have a successful start on your New Year’s resolutions that will 
include thoughts about “Detours for Distractions”. 
 

                                                                                                                                                     Your sister in Christ!  Marquetta Mitchell   
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From Sue MacTavish, District Librarian  

January 2019 featured item: 

 

Unshakeable Hope:  Building our lives on the Promises of God 

by Max Lucado, 2018 

 

Why not start the new year with a great Max Lucado bible study?  In Unshakable Hope, Max Lucado unpacks 12 of the-

Bible’s most significant promises, equipping you to overcome difficult circumstances by keeping your focus on the hope 

found in the promises of scripture rather than dwelling on the problems in front of you. 

 

In a world full of instability, we do not need more opinions or hunches; we need the definitive declaration of our mighty 

and loving God.  What we need is Hope and this study focuses on the promises of hope found in the Bible. 

 

The perfect study for a new year, Unshakeable Hope.  The District Library has the participant book, facilitator guide and 

the DVD.  This study can be found in the Bible/Bible Studies section of the District Library. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Stop by the District Office and “check out” the library.  Please remember to check out library items 

by signing the book card in the pocket with your name and church and date—you may keep items 

as long as you need—but remember to return items when finished so that others may borrow.                                                                                                                            

Thanks, Sue          

                                                                                                                                           

The following Harrisonburg District Lay Members-at-Large were elected on Sunday, November 

18, 2018, at Bridgewater United Methodist Church to the 2019 Annual Conference, June 20-22, 

in Roanoke.  We appreciate all persons who placed their names in nomination and are willing to 
serve. 
 

20 District Lay Members-at-Large:  [In several cases, there were tie votes and in that event, the per-

sons are listed in alphabetical order.]  Dennis Rawley-Bridgewater; Lisa Coffelt-St. John’s; Sharon Z. Benson-Mt. Jack-

son; Christine Cole-Keezletown; Marsha Gordon-Mt. Horeb; Joe Amend-McGaheysville; Kitty Bolinger-Mt. Hermon; 

Dolly Huffman-First (Timberville); Tamara (Tammy) Gordon-St. James;  Phyllis L. Todd-Mountain Valley; Virginia 

(Ginger) Turner-Manor Memorial (New Market); Priscilla M. West-Mt. Zion (Strasburg); Graham Witt-Dayton; 

Katharine Layton-White Chapel; Esther Malloy-Sunset Drive (Broadway); Elizabeth (Betsy) Curry-Parnassus; Mona 

Kay Green Huffer-Bridgewater; Diana S. Miller-Fields; Gene Knicely-Asbury; Charles Wesley Curry-Parnassus 
 

The following Harrisonburg District Lay Members-at-Large were elected by previous District Conference action:  
2 District Members-a-Large  1) JoAnn Liskey, District Treasurer-Otterbein; 2) Dale Dodrill, District Lay Servant Direc-

tor -Keezletown 
 

2 District Alternate Lay Members-at-Large: Alexis Ward-RISE; and Amy Haloskey-RISE 
 

The following Harrisonburg District Lay Members-at-Large were elected by the District Council on Ministries:  

2 District Young Adult/College Lay Members:  Brooke DiCicco-Annex; Nicholas Zimmerman-Christ; 1 District Young 

Adult/College Alternate Lay Member:  Sarah Jennings-Verona;  and 2 District Youth Lay Members:  Jacob Hall-

Keezletown; Marcus Hall-Keezletown; 1 District Youth Alternate LayMember:  Lattinia Flesher-Annex 
 

The following are members of Annual Conference by Rules of Annual Conference:  District Lay Leader Marquetta 

Mitchell-Strasburg; District United Methodist Women President Sharon Harold-St. James; District United Methodist 

Men President Scott Dillard-Keezletown 

Sympathy is extended to former Harrisonburg District Lay Leader E.C. Showalter and his wife, Ruth, and  
family on the death of their granddaughter, Bethany Lea Stevens, who passed away on December 8th in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma.  Bethany was the daughter of Mike and Carol Showalter Stevens of Troutville. A memo-
rial service was held on Thursday, December 20th at St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in Daleville.   
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The Harrisonburg District Partners in Ministry [PiM] gathered for a time of fun and fellowship on December 6, at Mt. 
Tabor United Methodist Church for a covered-dish Christmas dinner and party.  This event was attended by clergy and 
their families, key district leaders, and district office staff.  A gift was given to Society of St. Andrew by the Gómez family 
in honor of the Harrisonburg Clergy.   
 

Special thanks to Rev. Kevin McMullen and the congregation of Mt. Tabor UMC for providing their facility and helpful 
assistance for this special event.  District Superintendent Victor Gómez and his wife, Heather Gómez, provided enter-
tainment with, not a ‘cake walk’, but a ‘plate walk’ and amused those present with their rendition of the 12 days of Christ-

mas. Thank you to ALL those who helped make it a successful evening.  We greatly appreciate Rev. Kevin Poeckert and Rev. Stan Thompson for 
providing photos of this enjoyable evening.                                                                                                                                PiiM Executive Officers 
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The United Methodist Foundation and the Virginia United Methodist Development Company are pleased to announce 

the 2019 Foundation Grant awards were allocated at the December Board of Directors meeting.  Based on the Grant 

Committee to the Foundation Board twenty-six grants were awarded for a total of $81,200.  The 2019 awards repre-

sent twelve of the sixteen districts across the Virginia Conference of The United Methodist Church.  The Harrison-

burg District’s Mission Central was awarded $5,000 to help clothe children and buy disposable items such as 

diapers and underwear.  The Foundation believes in giving back to the community and works diligently to enhance 

and expand local ministries.  The Virginia United Methodist Foundation and Virginia United Methodist Development 

exist to serve the churches and United Methodist members.   
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District Council on Ministries 
 

The District Council on Ministries Executive Committee will be meeting in 2019 on  January 24; March 28;  April 27-Retreat at 
Asbury UMC 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.;  DCOM Dinner at Camp Overlook-Date set by Overlook, Arrive at 5:30 p.m., Dinner at 6:00 
p.m.; August 29; and  November 21. All meetings, unless otherwise noted, will be at the District Office at 7:00 p.m.  Please see infor-
mation below on the Ministry Teams.                                                                                             Rev. Bob Talbott, DCOM Chairperson                                                                                                       

Mission and Outreach Ministry Team:  Team members for 2019 are Artie Frederick; Delores Reid; Brian 
Posey;  Ann Homan; Victor Gómez, Louise Jennings; Mary Lock; Elizabeth Neff; Mary Jane Rawley; Lydia 
Weeks; and Bill Lalla. 
 

Mission Central’s Children’s Clothes Closet: Wonderful things have happened at Mission Central this year.  
Our building is open and if all goes well, we will have plumbing by the end of the year.  Thank you to so many 
who have made this possible.  Please consider volunteering when we are open.  It is a time to share God’s 
love one on one, as you treat each person with kindness and care.  We are open the 2nd and 4th Wednes-
day mornings, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. of each month and those same 2nd and 4th weeks on Thursday 
evenings from 5:00–7:00 p.m.   If you are interested, please come and shadow one of our volunteers.  One 
of our faithful volunteers, Phyllis Foltz, made a New Year’s resolution to help with the Children’s Clothes Closet 

when it was still housed in McGaheysville UMC in 2000.  Because of her witness others came to serve.  You could be that wit-
ness in your church.  “Love God, Love your Neighbor”.  Mission Central gives us the opportunity to do both together. 
                                                                                                                                     Artie Frederick, Sub-Committee Chairperson                                                                           
 

 Mission Central’s Medical Equipment for Caring Loaner Closet:   Thank you to all who have donated 
equipment and disposables to our Medical Equipment for Caring loaner closet.    Items  presently needed 
are shower benches and chairs (we have given out 21 this past year and at times have not had them when re-
quested).  We have also started providing lift recliner chairs and if you have one that you no longer need and is 
clean and in good working condition, it is needed.  If you know of or are caring for someone who needs dispos-
able diapers or briefs, we have an abundant supply and items can be given just by contacting us or coming by 

Mission Central.  We are open Mondays 9-12 and Thursday 5-7 p.m.  We are in need of VOLUNTEERS to help with cleaning, 
organizing and assisting with donations to persons when we are open or assist with delivery and set up hospital beds (on the job 
training provided).  Please contact Delores Reid, 540-383-6112 if you can help in any way. 
                                                                                                        Delores Reid, Medical Equipment Sub-Committee Chairperson                                                                                          

Faith Development Ministry Team:   The team members for 2019 are:  Tommy Crosby, Kemper Dadisman, Scott 
Dillard, Dale Dodrill, Becky Downey, Victor Gómez, Sharon Harold, Gordon Meriwether, Annie Pierce, Kevin 
Poeckert, and Phil Secrist.  Many thanks to Rev. Jim Harris who has served as the Faith Development Ministry 
Team leader in planning the Leadership Training Event on November 18, 2018, at Bridgewater United Methodist 
Church.                                                 

To reach Mission Central’s Children’s Clothes Closet and the Medical Equipment for Caring Loaner Closet by phone is as easy as 

calling the District Office at 433-2382!   You will be connected to a voice mailbox for each of these ministries to leave a message. 

If you call the district office and no one answers, you may leave a message by pressing 300 for the Medical Equipment for Car-

ing Loaner Closet and Delores Reid will pick up your message and return your call.  You may leave a message for the Children’s 

Clothes Closet by pressing 301 and Artie Frederick will receive your message and return your call.  We hope this will make your 
correspondence with these two vital district ministries easier.   

 

 

The Harrisonburg District Office will follow the Harrisonburg City School closings 
for inclement weather this winter.  If the Harrisonburg City Schools are closed, the 
Harrisonburg District Office will also be closed.   

  CLOSING: 

 

Visit Harrisonburg District on Facebook: Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 
 

NOTE:   NEW Harrisonburg District webpage:  www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  



 January 2019 DISTRICT NEWS & CALENDAR Page  8 

 The District UMW Executive Committee will meet on January 10, 7:00 p.m., at Vision of Hope UMC.  All committee 
members plan to attend.    
 

March 2, 2019 the District UMW will host our Spiritual Life Retreat.  It will be held at McGaheysville UMC from 9:00-
1:00.  Laura Douglass our new spiritual growth coordinator will present the program, “Reflecting on Women and the Spirit 
Spanning Time and Space: A Lens on Early Sisterhood of Grace”.  Everyone is invited to attend.  The cost will be $12.00 

which will include lunch provided by McGaheysville UMW.  A registration form is attached to this newsletter.  Deadline for registration will be Fri-
day, February 22. 
 

We invite all the women of our district to join us in our many events this year as we celebrate 150 years serving women, children and youth in our 
communities and around the world.  Please contact me at sharon714@aol.com or  540-879-2270 to learn ways to participate. 
 

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year to All.  

                                                                                                                                                    Sharon Harold, Harrisonburg District UMW President 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE!!!  If you haven’t registered for the Annual Tri-District UMMen’s Retreat you really should.  We are 
excited to have as our guest speaker Rev. Peter Moon, D.S. for the Richmond District.  We will be answering the question, 
“Does the Gospel Still Work?”.  As always we will have lots of fun and fellowship and snacks!  We will be starting at 6:00 
p.m. Friday, January 4th and ending around 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 5th at Camp Overlook’s Blessings 
Lodge.  Register online at overlookretreatandcampministries.weebly.com or call 540-269-2267.  
 

For those of you who are not yet aware, I am finishing my tern as the Harrisonburg District UMM president December 31st.  I would like to say a 
BIG thank you to all of you who have supported me these past five years.  I have been very blessed to have served with you in this capacity and I 
thank God for the experience.  Going forward, I am uncertain what the Lord has in store for Men’s Ministry here on our district.  As of now, no one 
has stepped forward to fill this position as I step down.  However, I am certain that if this ministry is important to the Harrisonburg District, God will 
call the right man for this job! 
                                                                                   God Bless You All!  Your Brother in Christ,  Scott Dillard, Harrisonburg District UMM President 

                                                                       
January 1, 2019 (Tuesday) - 
VUMCenter-Glen Allen & District Office 
closed for New Year’s Day Holiday 

January 4-5 (Fri-Sat) - DUMM Tri-District Retreat, 
Overlook-Blessings Lodge* 

January 7  (Monday) - Partners in Ministry [PiM] 
Donovan Memorial UMC-Singers Glen, 9:00 a.m.* 

January 10 (Thursday) - DUMW Executive Officers, 
Vision of Hope, 7:00 p.m.* 

January 10 (Thursday) - Deadline for Joint Pastor & S/
PPRC tenure form to District Office; also deadline for Pastor, 
Church-Community Profiles on EVC.* 

January 10 (Thursday) - Deadline for Membership Table 
I - Lines 1 through 7a - due at midnight. 

January 18 (Friday) - Last date to remit 2018 Conference 
& District Apportionment Funds to the Conference Office.* 

January 17 (Thursday) - District Committee on the Or-
dained Ministry, Asbury UMC, 9:00 a.m. 

January 21 (Monday) - VUMCenter-Glen Allen & District 
Office closed for Martin Luther King Day Observance 

January 24  (Thursday) - District Council on Ministries, 
District Office, 7:00 p.m.* 

January 31 (Thursday) - United Methodist Day at the Gen-

eral Assembly, 7:00 a.m.*  

January 31 (Thursday) - Deadline for Statistical Table I, II, 
and III due at midnight.* 

February 3 & 10 (Sundays) - Conversations on “A Way 
Forward”, Asbury UMC, 4:00 p.m.* 

February 23-26 (Sat-Tues) - Called  General Conference at 

The Dome, part of the America’s Center Convention Complex in 
St. Louis, Missouri* 

*Denotes related  article elsewhere in this newsletter 

Partners in Ministry will begin the new year meeting at Donovan Memorial UMC in Singers Glen on Monday, January 7, at 
9:00 a.m. with programs presented on Emmaus and Habitat for Humanity.  All clergy are asked to put this meeting on their 
calendars and plan to be present. 
.                                                                                                                                                              PiM Executive Committee 

Attention Pastors - Important Deadlines:   
 

1.   The Joint-SPPRC Preference Form needs to be completed, signed, and returned to the District Office 
by Thursday, January 10, 2019.                                                                                                                                                         
2. Membership Table I  - lines 1 through 7a -  are due midnight, Thursday, January 10, 2019. 

 

3. Table I, II, and III are due midnight, Thursday, January 31, 2019. 
 

The Harrisonburg District has historically met these deadlines and we hope to continue to achieve this goal.  Pastors, 
please remember there are persons who need this information in order to accomplish their work and the Harrisonburg 

District wants to be accommodating., cooperative, and compliant.  Thank you for your attention to these very important deadlines! 



Conversations on “A 
Way Forward” for 

United Methodism:  On 

Sunday, February 3rd and 

again February 10th, there will be presentations & 

discussions on “The Commission on a Way Forward” 

and the General Conference discussion on human 

sexuality.  Both meetings will be at 4:00 p.m. at 

Asbury UMC-Harrisonburg co-hosted by Pastor 

Adam Blagg of Otterbein Church and Pastor Steve 

Hay of Asbury Church.  The meetings will be in 

room 300, also called Slaven Hall. 
 

On February 3rd, the presentation will be about the 

options and the decisions before the General Con-

ference and some of the potential consequences of 

the plans.  There will be opportunities for questions 

and discussions.  The first meeting will focus more 

on the institutional questions. 
 

On February 10th, the presentation will be about 

the theological issues raised by the topic of human 

sexuality.  The values informing the three plans will 

be lifted up and brief reflections on Biblical/

theological approached will be offered.  Again, there 

will be opportunities for questions and discussions 

around the tables.  This second meeting will focus 

more on the personal questions. 
 

All are invited to join in both meetings on the 

first two Sundays of February, at Asbury UMC. 
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Harrisonburg District on the web at 
www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

Harrisonburg District on Facebook at 
Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 

Virginia Conference on the web at 
www.vaumc.org 

Conference Opportunities & News 

                  
                    DISTRICT NEWS 

                      Harrisonburg District 
                     Virginia Annual Conference 
                 The United Methodist Church 

 

40 South Gate Court  ◊  Suite 101 
Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

 

Office Phone:  (540) 433-2382     
Fax:  (540) 433-7587 

Call/Text DS:  (202) 285-5767 
 

Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez  
District Superintendent 

HarrisonburgDS@vaumc.org 
 

Rev.  Gordon K. Meriwether 
District Director of Congregational Vitality 

GordonMeriwether@vaumc.org 
 

Brenda Pack Woods 
 Administrative Assistant 

harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org 

ATTENTION PASTORS AND LOCAL CHURCH TREASURERS:  

Please be aware of the Year-End Close Out Dates for district and conference 

appointment funds mailed to the Conference Office:   
 

Friday, January 18 - Final Date to get 2018 Receipts to Conference 

[Tuesday, January 22 - Final 2018 Apportionment Statements Mailed] 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Apportionment statements for January 2019 will be issued 

in mid-December.  The Conference Office will be receiving 2018 funds 

through Friday, January 18th.  Please keep 2019 payments separated from 

2018 payments and carefully notate payments that are for the new year! 
 

FOR HARRISONBURG DISTRICT:  Please remember the District 

“Askings” for Missions and for Mission Central are to be sent to the District 

Treasurer JoAnn Liskey,  4856 Shen Lake Drive, Rockingham, VA  22801. 

The Council of Bishops has called a Special Session of the General 
Conference of The United Methodist Church to be held February 23-
26, 2019, at The Dome, part of the America’s Center Convention Com-
plex in St. Louis, Missouri.  The purpose will be to act on a report from 
the Council of Bishops based on the recommendations of the Commission 
on a Way Forward.  The 32-member Commission was appointed to exam-
ine in The Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and exploring 
options to strengthen the unity of the church.  Resources about this special session are avail-
able on the Virginia Conference website at https://www.vaumc.org/GC2019  This includes 
the archived livesteam from the September 26 Q & A session featuring Bishop Sharma Lewis, 
Rev. Tom Berlin, and Ms. Martha Stokes, direct link: https://livestream.com/VAUMC/
COWFQA  Links to the three proposed plans:  https://www.vaumc.org/document.doc?
id=3289 

Register now for UM Day at the General Assembly to be held on Thurs-
day, January 31, 2019.  Learn more about how our Commonwealth’s Leg-
islature works, meet with people who work there, and lean more about is-
sues before them at this next session.  Register: https://
www.eiseverywhere.com/umday2019.  Please note there are NO paper 
registration form.  Please see attached flyer for more information.  

Disaster Funds:  The outpouring of support for the 

victims of Hurricane Florence and Michael have been 

outstanding!  Please use the following fund numbers if 

you wish to send monetary support. 

  982450 UMCOR Disaster-International 

  901670 UMCOR Disaster-United States 

  901440 UMCOR Material Resources-Kits 

Please be sure to write your check to VAUMC (not UMCOR) if you are 

remitting to the Conference Treasurer’s office.  The fund number designa-

tion indicates to the treasurer’s office where to send the funds and how to des-

ignate it.                                                Source:  Dollar$ & $ense; November 2018 

Clergy Spouses Retreat:  This year’s retreat is entitled, “Healthy Transitions 

for Clergy Spouses’ by Julie Anderman of Artos Retreats.  Please mark your 

calendars now for Friday, March 8 - Saturday, March 9, 2019, at Blessings 

Lodge at Camp Overlook.  Cost is $100 for accommodations and meals, 

based on double occupancy.  Space limited.  Questions?  Contact Judy Hall at 

(804) 264-0524. 


