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For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. – Isaiah 9:6 
(NIV) 

 
I have an advent wreath and each year I place it on a table at home.  This year will not be the excep-
tion.  I will take the advent wreath out of its box and place it on a table at home and I will light the five 
candles, one at a time. 
 
We know that due to Covid-19, this year will look different as we observe the season of advent.  We will miss social 
gatherings such as cookie exchanges; gifts exchanges; office parties, etc.   
 
During this time of the year I often reflect upon the word Advent, which means coming.  But what is coming?  The Advent 
wreath contains five candles.  There are three purple candles, one pink and a white candle in the center of the wreath. 
 
Each candle is lit each Sunday in preparation of the birth of Jesus Christ on Christmas Eve.  The first purple candle rep-
resents “Hope.”  We recall the hope we have in Christ as in His birth our hope is born.   
 
The second purple candle is the candle of “Peace.”  It is also known as the Bethlehem Candle, which reminds us of the 
place in which preparations were made to receive and cradle the Christ child.   
 
The third candle is pink and it is the candle of “Joy.”  It reminds of the joy that Mary felt when the angel Gabriel told her 
that a special child would be born to her - a child who would save and deliver his people.   
 
And the fourth candle is purple, which is the candle of “Love.”  This light reminds us of the love that God has for us.  Je-
sus shows us God's perfect love.  He is God's love in human form.  The bible says that "God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, so that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life."   
 
Then, on Christmas Eve, we light the white candle in the center, which is known as the Christ candle, which symbolizes 
that Christ is born. 
 
So what is “coming” during Advent, many times it goes over our heads and we miss it all together.  What is “coming” is 

not the gifts we will give or receive.  What is coming is not Santa Claus.  What is coming is not the singing of Christmas 
carols.  What is coming is the birth of Jesus.  We celebrate Jesus and his birthday. 
 

So with that in mind, let us keep Christ in Christmas as we feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked, forgive the guilty, welcome the 
stranger or the unwanted, care for the ill, love our enemies, and 
do unto others what you would have done unto you. 
 
So I will take my advent wreath out of its box, place it on a table, 
and light the candles one at a time, and remember that Jesus is 
all around us.  So let us take the time to enjoy Jesus’ company 
and together celebrate Christmas with Christ.  Christmas is not 
cancelled!  Christmas is alive and as Christians we must live this 
truth of Hope, Love, Peace, and Joy as Christ is born in each of 
our hearts. 

 
Let Jesus be born in your hearts. Let Jesus live in your hearts.               
                                                                                                          In God’s Service,  Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez, District Superintendent                                                                                                                                 
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“In our own woundedness, we can become a source of life of others.”  
From the cover of The Wounded Healer by Henri J.M. Nouwen 

 
Through the 2020 maelstroms of political hysteria, economic divide, racial upheavals, and pandemic 
disruptions, there was a constancy of subtle sounds and rhythms of God, quietly urging us on to new 
plains of a faith and nationhood. Turned upside down in confusion and fear of the daily press release, I 
came to embrace, once again, that Christ was foremost in my life….my solemn King of all. 
 
It is hard for us, especially as Americans, to accept the concept of a ruling King, after all we in live in a 
commonwealth that gave us our birth right to a democracy of free people. Our predecessors fought a 
war nearly 250 years ago against the most powerful monarch and nation on earth to win our freedom. On victory the real 
struggle began with the “how to” insure our hard-earned freedoms for the coming generations. After many missteps, at 
the conclusion of the constitutional convention in Philadelphia in 1787, Benjamin Franklin was asked “Well, Dr. Franklin, 
what do we have a republic or a monarchy?” He responded with that now famous writ, “A republic if we can keep it.”   
 
In this republic we have no king, no emperor, no royalty….yet sometimes, just as the ancient Hebrew people longed for 
a king, because dealing with God and adversaries directly was too hard, we also long for a king to make our decisions, 
to make life simpler. But, as a republic, it is the will of our people that guides us and, of course, that is messy. Reaching 
consensus is difficult in the best of times, but bitter and divisive in these hard times.   
 
In these days of adversity and mistrust, its hard to find a leader that can pull us together, who can give us the hope of 
the republic our forefathers and mothers worked so hard to provide.  That earthly leader does not exist…but there is a 
King that can provide us the hope and the courage and the strength to carry on…a King who tells us he is always with 
us, who encourages us through love and compassion…who has offered himself for our sins and given us the Way to 
persevere….to strive for eternal bliss while governing his earthly kingdom with righteousness and resolve.  That King, of 
course, is Jesus Christ.   
 
Like any King, our sovereign Christ requires our allegiance in love not only of the Godhead, but also of our fellow citi-
zens, ourselves, and even our enemies.  In return for this covenant, our God turns us back to the service of his people 
on earth. We pledge allegiance to him, and he returns us as part of our covenant to serve his creation, his people, his 

church, and for me, this republic.  
 
We must remember, my sisters and brothers, first and foremost, as followers of 
this Christ the King, by the very nature of our servanthood to our King, we are 
called to serve his people, all his people. This requires personal humility as 
Christ himself tells in Luke 14: 11, ”For everyone who exalts himself will be hum-
bled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”   Now that our election is 
nearing its conclusion, in humility and love our personal servitude to our King 
calls us to build unity across the political and cultural divide, to listen to each oth-
er, to heal the wounds of conflict, and to comfort the distraught.  
 
Here the story of earthly tension gets muddled between the demands of our 
“earthly kings” versus our Sovereign Lord, Christ the King.  My allegiance to my 
nation, this republic, is firm. Through my entire life I have offered this allegiance 
without hesitation or question. But my allegiance to, and my covenant with, 
Christ the King is also offered and accepted without reservation. I give myself to 
this Sovereign to be in God’s service above all 
else. In the words of Joshua at the end of his 
leadership of the Hebrew people, “But if serving 
the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose 
this day who you will serve…But as for me and 
my household, we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 
24: 15) I, too, choose to be in the service of my 
Lord.  My allegiance to Christ my King, towers 
over any earthly political or cultural call.  
 
 

(continued on Page 3) 

Prayer for Unity 

Lord, help us to live as people 

worthy of the call we received 

from God.  Conduct ourselves 

with all humility, gentleness, and 

patience.  Accept each other with 

love, and make an effort to pre-

serve the unity of the Spirit with 

the peace that ties us together.  

We are one body and one spirit, 

just as God also called us in one 

hope.  There is one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism, and one God 

and Father of all who is over all,  

through all, and in all.   

Ephesians 4: 1-6 (CEB) 
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Please Note:   
 
The Harrisonburg District Office will follow the Harrisonburg City School 
closings for inclement weather this winter.  If the Harrisonburg City 
Schools are closed, the Harrisonburg District Office will also be closed.  
The District Superintendent may be contacted at 202-285-5767 in the event 
of an emergency. 

 
 

We are happy to report that the Harrisonburg District is currently doing well financially. We applied for the Paycheck Pro-
tection Program loan (PPP) and obtained it. We now feel very comfortable offering one month waived on your District 
Apportionments, if eleven months have been paid in full. For those congregations that have already paid 100% 
of your District Apportionments and would like a refund, you should contact the District office, no later than December 1, 
2020. Please note this applies only to the District Apportionment part of the payments you make regularly to 
Conference Treasurer in Glen Allen. You need to continue to move/pay toward making 100% of the priority 1 
Conference Apportionments as shown on you monthly statement. If there are any questions, please contact me or the 
District Office. 
 
Sue MacTavish, Chair Harrisonburg District Finance Committee 
suemactavish@vaumc.org 

          Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez 
 

I greet you again in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. On Monday, November 9th, Bishop Sharma Lewis announced 
the appointment of Rev. Dr. Steve Summers, currently the DS in Winchester, as the new Director of Connectional Minis-
tries effective November 16

th
. In addition, she announced that in the interim, I will be serving part of the Winchester Dis-

trict and assume responsibility for 48 churches. So with that in mind, I covet your prayers.  
 
As I reflect, the parable of the talents comes to my mind, and I am thankful for the staff we have in our Harrisonburg Dis-
trict, their talents, passion and dedication. You can be confident that as we all strive to do our best, our mission in mak-
ing disciples of Jesus Christ will continue to be our primary focus. The Harrisonburg District Office will maintain the same 
level of support. In addition, the Winchester District Office has its own staff who also are talented and passionate about 
the ministry of the church, and will assist the three District Superintendents.  I know this will be a challenge, but I also 
know that we are in God’s hands.  Thank you for your support. 

 
 
 

 
 

Today our great nation teeters with division and challenge. I believe that we, the inner Court of Christ the King, are 
called this day to heal, to serve in this time to bring unity and wholeness to our communities, to our nation, to God ’s 
world. Challenging as it may be, it falls to the followers of this Christ, to begin this healing, to build, not destroy; to lead, 
not hide; to trust in our King; to go out into his world, not to construct barriers, but rather connecting bridges.  My sisters 
and brothers, if we are to serve this republic and build unity …we must trust, once again, in God to lead us not just as a 
people, but as a nation. 
 
This unification is based on truth…the truth that Jesus is Lord; the truth and belief that our King and Sovereign can lead 
us out of this time of hurt and passionate divide to a place of peace, and unity, and justice for all.  We can do this with 
Christ as our King, a King that is not only on the stain-glass windows of our churches…but a King of reality, a King of 
today and tomorrow, who walks the streets among us in the constant presence of the Spirit, in the words of the Scrip-
tures and the Ways and Words of Jesus, the Christ.  
 
My Sisters and Brothers, the time is upon us to answer the call of our Sovereign God. Today let us begin as followers of 
Christ the King to listen respectfully, to comfort with soothing words of his love, and to heal the wounded with the salve 
of the God’s Kingdom.   So Be It.  
 
                                                                                                                                              Your Brother in Christ, Gordon 
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December 10th (Thursday) - Clergy Ethics Training 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. – online* 

December 24th through January 3rd  (Thursday - Sunday) - Harrisonburg District Office closed for Christmas  and New Year’s Observance 

2021 
January 7 (Thursday) - UMW Executive Committee Meeting—meeting place TBA—7:00 p.m. 

January 18 (Monday)- VUMCenter-Glen Allen & Harrisonburg District Office closed for Martin Luther King Day Observance 

January 22 (Friday) - United Methodist Day at the General Assembly,  Richmond 
 

 

 

All events are subject to change.    

 * Denotes related article elsewhere in this newsletter 

UMW NEWS:  
  

The District UMW would like to thank the Bridgewater UMW, Becky Wright, Dawn Kern, 
Pastor Steve McMillion and Edward Stoops for providing the UMW Executive Committee a 
safe place to meet for our final meeting of the year. We also appreciate their help in con-
necting to the internet to enable our members who were not able to attend in person to be 
a part of our meeting via zoom. 

 
Our "Looking Ahead Together" event, which was scheduled for November 14th, was canceled. Unit presidents should 
have received forms and information needed for 2021 by email, or regular mail for whose without an email address. 
Please let me know if you have questions. 
 
Our District Executive Committee will meet Thursday, January 7, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.. The meeting location will be an-
nounced at a later time.  
 
Our first event of the year will be a virtual Spiritual Life Retreat on Saturday, March 13, 2021. Our presenter will be our 
incoming Conference Vice President, Melissa White. Registration and more information will be available as the date be-
comes closer. 
 
It has been a pleasure to serve the Harrisonburg District as the United Methodist President for the past 4 years. Please 
welcome our incoming president, Barbara Phillips, and show her your support as we start the new year. We invite every-
one to join us for our district events or be a part of the United Methodist Women, even if your church doesn't have a unit 
or has been unable to meet in 2020 due to the pandemic. 
 

Wishing everyone a most blessed Christmas and holiday season, 
Sharon Harold, 

Harrisonburg DUMW President 
540-879-2270 or sharold714@aol.com 

Kingsway Prison and Family Outreach wishes everyone a Very Merry Christ cen-
tered Christmas. A BIG thank you to all that have and continue to help us with Apple 
Tree and the Inmates Christmas.  This has been a very difficult time and different kind 
of preparation for us.   
 
Please pray that all the volunteers stay safe and healthy and that we have enough cash donations to 
pay for the things we have had to order because of Covid-19. In your spare time, please check out our 
webpage: kingswayoutreach.org.  We are also on Facebook.   For  other information and office hours, 

call Louise Jennings at 540-830-7000. 

mailto:sharold714@aol.com
http://kingswayoutreach.org
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These are extraordinary times, to say the least.  Most of us have no frame of reference for what we are 
experiencing.  Like it or not, there is probably no chance we will be able to go back to the way things 
were on March 1, 2020.  If there is an upside to the Covid-19 pandemic for the UMC, it is we have been 
given an opportunity to try things that probably wouldn’t have even been thought of in a virus-free wor-
ship atmosphere. 
 
We have had the opportunity to think about what is working and what isn’t working for us as individuals, 
families, local churches, charges, etc.  Before the pandemic, a lot of us probably didn’t even know what 
“Zoom” was.  The old timey saying, “You can’t teach an old dog new tricks,” is definitely not true.  I can 
think of at least one old dog (me) that is doing things he never even considered prior to the pandemic.  
This little nugget of wisdom got me thinking of other quotes I have read. 
 
One of the more memorable quotes I remember from my time in the Air Force is, “Spend at least as 
much time thinking about what you can do with what you have, as you do thinking about what you can ’t 
do with what you don’t have.”  This is very appropriate for these times.  Too often we can get caught up in 
the endless cycle of concentrating on the things we cannot do. 
 
I think it’s time to think about what we can do:  we can practice John Wesley’s Spiritual Disciplines that are found in Gen-
eral Rule #3.  Contrary to what we might think, John Wesley’s Rule #3 is not “Stay in love with God.”  Actually, Rule # 3 
(in Wesley’s own words) is, “Thirdly, by attending upon all the ordinances of God.  Such are, the public worship of God; 
the ministry of the word, either read or expounded; the supper of the Lord; family and private prayer; searching the Scrip-
tures; and fasting, or abstinence.”  With the possible exception of #3 (the supper of the Lord), these are very doable at 
home, even with the current state of pandemic.  Practicing these Spiritual Disciplines is an excellent way of focusing on 
what we can do with what we’ve got. 
 
Is this an ‘inconvenient’ Christmas?  Yes, it is.  But consider the first Christmas: the straight-line distance from Nazareth 
to Bethlehem is about 70 miles, the distance Joseph and Mary traveled is probably longer.  A nine month pregnant teen-
ager probably couldn’t travel very fast.  Caravans could travel 20 miles per day – at the very best, and it was a four-day 
trip at least.  The mother goes into labor and delivers our Lord and Savior in a barn stall, and uses a feed trough as a 

bassinet. Then, some seedy looking shepherds show up telling them about an-
gel choirs.  Later, they young family flees for their lives to Egypt because King 
Herod is trying to kill the Child.  Talk about an ‘inconvenient’ Christmas … 
 
I’ll leave you all with another quote from an unexpected source that captures 
the essence of Christmas: 

     “You have never really lived until you have done something  
for someone who can never repay you.”   

                                                      (Sign in front of the Rescue Squad building in  
                                                                Shenandoah, VA , November 19, 2020) 

 
Isn’t that what God did for us on that very first ‘inconvenient’ Christmas? Kathy’s and my prayer for you is for a blessed, 
gentle and safe Advent and Christmastide.  Remember, “Jesus is the reason for the season,” and “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35) 
                                                                                                             Joe Amend <><    Director of Lay Servant Ministries 

All laity are  
Lay Servants  

The Harrisonburg District Office staff. . . 
 
 

 District Superintendent Victor Gómez 
 District Director of Congregational Vitality Gordon Meriwether 

 District Treasurer JoAnn Liskey 
 District Administrative Assistant Debbie Creech 

 District Administrative Support Assistant Brenda Woods 
 District Office Custodian Edward Stoops 

 
 

     . . .wish you a Blessed and Merry Christmas 

You have never really lived 
until you have done  

something for someone 
who can never repay you. 



                        A challenge to Read the Bible in 2020 

                                       Bible Readings for December 
 

Bishop Lewis has been encouraging clergy and laity of the Virginia Con-
ference to read the Bible in a year since 2017.  Each year has featured a different way of reading:  2017 
read the Bible straight through; 2018 read the Bible chronologically; 2019 read the Bible in a blended 
style, a mixture of Old Testament readings and New Testament each day.  For 2020, Bishop Lewis is 
challenging the entire conference to read the Bible all the way through with a thematic reading plan. The 

thematic plan is found on www.intentionalbygrace.com and Bishop Lewis has selected the following themes for 2020: 
 

  November 11 - December 1 (21 - day plan)  Bearing Fruit 
  December 2 - December 23 (21 - day plan)  Cares of the World 
  December 24 - January 13 (21 - day plan)  Rest 
 

There are 18 plans to cover this year.  Each is 21 days long.  Start at the beginning and work through the year (and a 
few days into January 2021).  Challenge yourself to study the Bible and strengthen your faith in the process. 

Tips on reading the Bible daily: 
 

  * Start reading the Bible today. 
  *   Set aside a specific time and place each day.  Set your schedule and then stick to it.   
      Mornings are great, but feel free to use any time that works consistently in your schedule. 
  *   Get a good study Bible to help illuminate the meaning of the original Hebrew, Aramaic, 
       and Greek text 
  *   Choose a translation to use during your reading. 
  * Say a short prayer to God before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom 
   and understanding. 
  * Dive in and enjoy the richness of God’s Word!  Apply God’s Word to your life.  Bible study 
   should be practiced and applicable.  These seven steps will help you begin a journey to 
   becoming a “lifelong learner” of God’s Word.     
 

[resource:  http://www.vaumc.org/pages/bishop-Lewis/biblechallenge] 
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From the Bishop 

The 238
th
 session of the Virginia Annual Conference was held virtually, 

October 31, 2020, from 9 a.m. to 2:10 p.m. Bishop Sharma D. Lewis 
called the conference to order and gave thanks to the many people 
who helped make the session possible. She shared the theme this 
year is “See All the People.” The pandemic and racial unrest has 
caused us all to see all the people, she said. “I know it is hard, I know 
we are tired of wearing masks and feel there are too many restrictions, 
but I want you all to be safe and informed,” she said. 
 
Churches may still mail Annual Conference Offerings to the  
Treasurer’s Office at PO Box 5605, Glen Allen, VA 23058.  
Donations may be made by visiting: www.vaumcdonations.org.   
 
The offering will be distributed as follows:  
50%  Food Ministries within the Virginia Conference  
50% Partnerships of Hope – (Formerly Initiatives of Hope) mission 
partnerships with Mozambique, Cambodia and Brazil. 

Bishop Sharma Lewis 

http://www.vaumcdonations.org/
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                                                        MISSION CENTRAL NEWS 
          Check out our website prepared by Bev Earman: http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/  

 
 

Mission Central Children’s 
Clothes Closet:  I am coming to 
you this month basking in the light 
of God's hand as he directs the 
hearts and hands of our faithful 
volunteer force.  They have taken on expanded respon-
sibilities and have not missed a beat.   
 
This week they served 64 families, providing clothing 
and diapers to 157 children.  2,180 diapers were handed 
out.  They have made delivery calls to Mercy House, 
where mothers did not have transportation to the Clothes 
Closet. They met with a Church World Service agent to 
meet the needs of a refugee family.  
 
This is the first time in 25 years that I have not been able 
to be hands on at the Clothes Closet. I am filled with joy 
each day as I see how God is working to keep Mission 
Central serving our communities. I am so grateful to be a 
part of something so much bigger than any of us.  
 
I hope to be back as soon as chemo is finished and doc-
tors give me the green light.  
 
In my absence you may contact: 
Donna Tinsley   703-472-8101 or  
Joyce Plymale   540-867-0326 
                                                                 Blessings to all,  
                                              Artie Frederick, Coordinator 
                                                                   540-208-7669 

Harrisonburg District Mission Central   Physical location: 1704 Smithland Road, Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
Mailing address:  Post Office Box 2026, Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

 

Equipment for Caring at Mission 
Central continues to be open regular 
hours Mondays 9-11 AM and 
Thursdays 5-7 PM and to loan 
medical equipment to those who 
need these in our local area of Harri-
sonburg, and Rockingham, Page, 

Shenandoah and Augusta counties. We ask that you 
wear a mask and practice physical distancing when in 
Mission Central. We continue to seek a location to store 
hospital beds when not in use and ask you call Delores 
Reid if you have or know of space available. 
 
We continue to receive and loan out hospital beds, wheel 
chairs, shower chairs, bedside commodes, walkers and 
other medical equipment. Also available are disposables 
such as diapers, pullups, bed pads, sterile wound sup-
plies, ostomy and oxygen supplies. We are dependent on 
your donations and continue to seek volunteers who may 
help with hours we are open to the public.  
 
If you would like to volunteer or have questions please 
contact Delores Reid, 540-383-6112. Thank you for 
your donations and prayers which help to make this mis-
sion possible. 
 
Check us out on Facebook or our website at: 
www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com 
or www.Harrisonburgdistrict.org/ministries 

From Sue MacTavish, District Librarian  

December 2020 featured items: 
You Are Never Alone: Trust in the Miracle of God’s  

Presence and Power by Max Lucado, 2020.  
This new Max Lucado Bible Study from John’s Gospel  just ar-

rived.   
Perfect for a Bible Study to start of a new year. – Check it Out! 

 
Each of us longs for someone to help us in the midst of life’s storms.  We want the living, loving, mir-
acle working God who didn’t think twice about stepping into our world as our savior.  In You Are Never Alone, Max Luca-
do reminds us that God’s presence and power are nearer than we think.  We need only look to the miracles of Jesus as 
told in the Gospel of John to know this is true. 
 
This 6-week Bible study takes a close look at the words of John and the miracles of Christ.  The Library has the hard 
cover book, the Study Guide and DVD and can be found in the Bible/Bible Studies section (top two shelves) of the Li-
brary. 

 
Stop by the District Office and “check out” the Library.  Please remember to check out library 
items by signing the book card in pocket with your name and church and date – you may 
keep as long as you need – but remember to return when finished so that others may borrow.  
Thanks,  Sue   

http://www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com
http://www.Harrisonburgdistrict.org/ministries
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Please add these requests to your daily prayer time  
throughout the month.   

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
For strength and 
perseverance and 
eyes fixed on  
Jesus 

2  
Pray for the 
homeless and 
their protection 

3 
Pray for open 
hearts 

 

4 
Praise God for 
welcoming  
children 

5/6 
Pray for your  
Pastor 

7  
Pray for the  
District  
Superintendents 
in Virginia 

8 
Pray for the 
youth among us 

9 
Pray for new  
opportunities 

10 
Pray for Bishop 
Lewis 

11Pray that 
we love God 
with all our 
soul, mind, and 
strength  

12/13 
Praise for the  
presence of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives  

14 
Pray for those in 
the hospital  

15 
Pray for an  
efficient Covid-19 
vaccination 

 

16 
Pray for  
forgiveness 

17 
Pray to share 
God’s love to 
ALL  

18 
Pray for the  
elderly  
 

19/20 
Pray for small 
churches  
 

21 
Pray for middle 
size churches  

22 
Pray for large 
churches  
 

23 
Pray for the  
Harrisonburg 
District  
 

24 
Praise God for 
sending Jesus  

25 
Pray for the 
birth of Jesus in 
our hearts  

26/27 
Pray for those with 
cancer  

28 
Rejoice in the 
glory of God!  
 

29 
Praise God for 
providing  

30 
As many think 
about a new 
year, pray for 
God’s will  

31 
Give thanks for 
2020 as God has 
been present  

  

December 2020 

PRAYER 

CALENDAR 

The Harrisonburg District extends its sympathies to the following 
on their loss: 
 
Rev. Dr. Lee B. Sheaffer, retired pastor in the Virginia Annual 
Conference, died on November 5, 2020.  Dr. Sheaffer served as a 
pastor in the EUB/UMC church for over 50 years, serving as DS 
in three districts in our Conference. 
 
Rev. Nip Crites, pastor on the Christian Newcomer Charge, on the 
loss of his mother, Mary Louise Green,  November 18, 2020. 
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Forty–Seventh Session of the Harrisonburg District Conference 
Sunday, November 15, 2020   3:00 p.m.  

 
This year our District Conference was held virtually via zoom.  The Rev. Dr. Victor R. Gómez, District Superintendent, 
presided over the District Conference.  Most of the presenters met at Bridgewater United Methodist Church, where the 
event was streamed to those watching throughout the district.  Special thanks go out to Mr. Scott Ridder, Tech Support 

chairperson, for his hard work in bringing all of us together 
“virtually” for a time of business, voting and worship.   
 
Our focus this year was on “Celebrating the Ministry of the Dea-
con.” Rev. Courtney Joyner, Deacon, brought the message and 
the music was provided by Rev. Laura Douglas, Retired Deacon.  
Deaconess Olma Olay-May assisted Rev. Gómez in virtual Holy 
Communion.  
 
 

The following Harrisonburg District Lay Members-at-Large were elected on Sunday, November 15, 2020, via Zoom 
to the 2021 Annual Conference, June 17-19, in Hampton, VA.  Thank you so much to all persons who placed their names in nomi-
nation and were willing to serve.  19 nominations were received in the District Office, which is the exact number the Harrisonburg Dis-
trict is required to have to represent the district at Annual Conference.  By Zoom polling, the following were elected to serve as District 
Lay Members-at-Large to the 2021 Annual Conference. 
 

19 District Lay Members-at-Large: 
Abigail Garber-RISE; Sharon Benson-Mt. Jackson; Kitty Bolinger-Mt. Hermon; Jacques Bridges-Bethany; Lisa Coffelt-St. John’s; 
Christine Cole-Keezletown; Charles Curry-Parnassus; Marsha Gordon-Mt. Horeb; Tamara Gordon-St. James; Sharon Harold-St. 
James; Sarah Kline-St. John’s; Gene Knicely-Asbury; Esther Malloy-Sunset Drive; Michael Malloy-Sunset Drive; Diana Miller-Fields; 
Annie Leigh Pierce-Christ; Sherri Poeckert-Mt. Clinton; Dennis Rawley-Bridgewater; Mary Jane Rawley-Bridgewater. 
 

1 Alternate District At-Large Member 
Heather Gómez-Otterbein 
 
The following Harrisonburg District Lay Members-at-Large were elected by previous District Conference actions: 
2 District Lay Members-at-Large:  1) JoAnn Liskey, District Treasurer-Otterbein; 2) Joe Amend III, District Lay Servant Director-Shenandoah 
 

 
The following Harrisonburg District Lay Members-at-Large were elected by the District Council on Ministries. 
1 District Young Adult/College Lay Member:  Nicholas Zimmerman-Christ;  
2 District Youth Members:  Molly Early-Bridgewater; Meghan Rawley-Bridgewater 
 

The following are members of Annual Conference by Rules of Annual Conference:  District Lay Leader Andy Harbick-RISE; District United 
Methodist Men Representative Tom Devore-Asbury;  District United Methodist Women President Barbara Phillips-Mountain Valley. 

Rev. Bob Talbott spoke 
on the Common Table 

Rev. Courtney Joyner 
brought the message 

Rev. Olma Olay-May assisted Rev. 
Gómez in Holy Communion 

Rev. Gómez led the  
District Conference 

Rev. Michael Reaves spoke 
on the Committee on  

Ordained Ministry 

Rev. Peggy Packard gave the 
Welcome and Prayer 



                                 Worship Opportunities on the Harrisonburg District 
Listing of churches who have returned to in-person, drive-in or other means of worship 
 

Aisle 7 (Verona) ■ Asbury ■ Bethany ■ Bridgewater ■ Caplingers (Fulks Run) ■ Cedar Grove  
(Mountain Valley) ■ Cherry Grove (Singers Glen) ■ Christ (Shenandoah) ■ Clover Hill ■ Columbia Furnace ■ Dayton ■ 

Donovan Memorial (Singers Glen) ■ Edom (Fellowship-Linville-Edom) ■ Elkton ■ Evangelical ■  
Fellowship (Fellowship-Linville-Edom) ■ Fields (Shenandoah) ■ First (Timberville) ■ Furnace (Blue Ridge) ■ Grottoes ■ 

Hawkinstown (Mount Pleasant) ■ Hensley (Blue Ridge) ■ John Wesley ■ Jollett (Blue Ridge) ■ Keezletown ■  
Linville (Fellowship-Linville-Edom) ■ Luray ■ Manor Memorial ■ Massanutten Charge ■ McGaheysville ■ Mount Carmel 

(Fulks Run) ■ Mount Crawford (Mt Crawford-Mt Sidney) ■  
Mount Jackson (Mt Jackson-Quicksburg) ■ Mount Olive ■  Mount Pleasant (Blue Ridge) ■  

Mount Sidney (Mt Crawford-Mt Sidney) ■ Mountain Valley ■ Mount Horeb ■ Mount Pisgah ■  
Mount Pleasant (Blue Ridge) ■ Mount Zion (Mount Solon) ■ New Hope ■ Oak Level ■ 

Otterbein Chapel (Mount Pleasant) ■ (Fort Valley) ■ Page ■ Parnassus ■ Quicksburg (Mt Jackson) ■  
Riverside (Fulks Run) ■ Shenandoah Valley—Mount Zion (Strasburg) ■ Shenandoah Valley—Mount Zion (Woodstock) 

■ St. James ■ Stanley ■ Strasburg ■ Sunset Drive (Broadway) ■ Toms Brook ■ Union Forge (Columbia Furnace)  
■ Verona ■ Vision of Hope ■ Weyers Cave ■ White Chapel (Fort Valley) ■ Woodstock 

 
Be sure to read the latest update on the Technical Assistance Manual (TAM) - updated on November 12, 2020. 
The Return to In-Person Worship Work Group, established by Bishop Lewis, placed three new documents on its  

conference web page including a modest revision to the Technical Assistance Manual.   www.vaumc.org 
 

The Work Group continues to meet regularly to review and consider revisions based on the feedback of United  
Methodists from all across Virginia. We are grateful for the perseverance of our churches and other ministries through 

this pandemic.   Click here to take you to vaumc.org: Return to In-Person Worship page 
 

Also, three new documents were received from the Mission & Ministry (M&M) Workgroup on November 18, 2020. 
They are: 

1. An explanatory letter that people should read first 
2. Guidelines for in-house school ministries  

3. Guidelines for food  
The documents may be found on the Virginia Conference website at https://vaumc.org/MM/ 

  
 

A REMINDER THAT PASTORS NEED TO GET PRIOR APPROVAL FROM THE DS BEFORE  

CONVENING WITH EITHER DRIVE-IN OR IN PERSON WORSHIP.   
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In light of on-going gathering restrictions, the Quadrennial Clergy Ethics Training  
The Minister as Moral Theologian  

has been adapted into a series of asynchronous and synchronous  
video sessions.   

  
Participants will register for the live training date that is most convenient and will 
complete the asynchronous portions prior to attending that session. Clergy in dis-
tricts where this training did not travel to, or clergy who were not able to attend a 
local training event, now have the opportunity to participate without the restriction of travel. If you were  
Licensed for Pastoral Ministry, or otherwise received your first appointment in Virginia, beginning July 1, 2017 - your par-
ticipation in the Basic Ethics 101 and 102 courses exempts you from this required training. You are most welcome and 
we encourage you to attend if you are able.  
  

Registration is open for the following live training dates. Four days prior to the live event, prerecorded video 
segments and resources will be emailed to you. This asynchronous work is required prior to attending the live training. 

 
Events begin at 9:30 a.m. and conclude at 12:30 p.m. 

Thursday, December 10, 2020 
One date TBD in February 2021  

 
Attendance is required only once a quadrennium.   

 
Details and registration are available from https://na.eventscloud.com/ehome/269796  

This is mandatory for Clergy. 

 

http://doc.vaumc.org/News2020/TAM.pdf
https://vaumc.org/return/
https://vaumc.org/MM/
https://na.eventscloud.com/ehome/269796
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Harrisonburg District on the web at 
www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

Harrisonburg District on Facebook at 
Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 

Virginia Conference on the web at 
www.vaumc.org 
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UMFS December offering   

New Resources Now Available 

 

United Methodist Family Services (UMFS) 

is the Virginia Conference designated  

offering for December. UMFS deeply  

appreciates the support of local churches 

in this ministry, helping high-risk children 

create a brighter future. We have created 

a variety of digital assets to support the 

offering this year, and help you share the 

work of the ministry with your  

congregation. You can find the following 

resources at www.UMFS.org/church:  

4 short videos, an electronic bulletin  

insert, church offering scripts, and images 

for newsletters, emails, social media, and 

websites. Please contact Jill Gaynor 

(jgaynor@umfs.org or 804-254-9463) with 

any questions. Thank you for your  

support! 

Heart Havens 
has several 
exciting 
events  
coming up soon  
that we want to share.  
 
Holidays at Heart Havens: Heart 
Havens takes pride in providing a  
joyful holiday for all our residents. 
There are people in our homes 
who would not otherwise receive 
gifts. Would you or your church or 
community group help us by spon-
soring Christmas for a Heart Ha-
vens home with donations to buy 
gifts for the residents? Holiday do-
nations allow staff closest to the 
resident to shop for items they 
know they will love, giving joy to 
our residents and staff. You can 
note "Christmas for Heart Havens" 
with your donation or contact us to 
learn more at  
jennifer.boyden@hearthavens.org. 
 
Target Circle: We are honored 
and excited to be a part of the Tar-
get Circle program. Now through 
December 31, 2020, vote for us 
through the Target Circle program 
to help determine how Target’s 
donation will be divided up. You 
can vote multiple times.  
 
Giving Tuesday: Join us on 
Tuesday, December 1, 2020, a 
global day of unity and giving. Our 
goal for Giving Tuesday is to raise 
funds for urgent maintenance 
needs.  

Racial Justice Conversations Guide 
Are you seeking ways to engage others in difficult, but important, conversations, 
such as the topic of white privilege and/or racial inequality? The following re-
sources are intended to help get you started and create building blocks for addi-
tional work. 

       

                                Suggested Opening Prayer 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, it is indeed YOU that have 
brought us thus far. As we gather together to discuss important, but difficult, 
challenges such as white privilege and racial inequality, make us mindful of the 
gift of life in spite of the hate present in the world. Remind us of the goodness of 
people in spite of the sins that we commit against one another—sins that come 
from brokenness and our own inability to see you reflected in each another.  

 
Forgive us, God, for the ways in which we have been complicit in creating any-
thing other than the Beloved Community. Make us ever mindful to do the work of 
justice and be a body of peace in this world—a world ripped apart by conflict, 
war, famine, violence, guns, racism, classism, sexism, homophobia, ableism, 
ageism, genocide, poverty, and privilege. This is a new day you have given us. 
May we begin again and recommit ourselves to removing barriers where we find 
them—on state houses and in prisons, on mountaintops and in classrooms, on 
continents and in churches. We pray to you on this day and all the days ahead 
to keep us forever in the path. Amen. 

                                   – Adapted from a prayer created by Rev. Amy Stapleton  
 
                                                             From:  General Commission on Religion and Race—UMC 

Virginia Conference Vision 
  
To be disciples of Jesus Christ who 
are lifelong learners who influence 

others to serve. 
— Bishop Sharma D. Lewis 

http://www.UMFS.org/church
mailto:jgaynor@umfs.org
https://heart-havens.networkforgood.com/

