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“I am the Bread of life.  Whoever comes to me will never go hungry,  

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty”. - John 6:35 (NIV) 
 

Wow!  Time goes so fast.  It seems like yesterday that the summer months were upon us.  I knew that once 
our Annual Conference took place, summer would be gone, and here we are.  All of a sudden my daughter 
is in High School and it feels like it was only yesterday when we were singing children’s songs in the car 

together, after picking her up from pre-K.  As I reflect on the last few months of summer and the years seeing my daughter growing 
up, I am in awe about all that has transpired, but especially how God has always been present. 
 

As I reflect on the summer, I think of moments when I felt frustration, I felt sadness, I felt anxiety, I felt anger, I felt loneliness and I felt 
overwhelmed.  But along the way God was present in so many ways, which has helped me to confirm that God is my priority.  Al-
though I know it, I always look for those reminders along the way that keep me closer to God, and that puts God first in my life.  I look 
for those signs that remind me to continue building a stronger relationship with God every single day.   
 

When our lives get so busy and God is no longer our priority, then I think we must be busier than what God wants us to be.  When I 
reflect on the summer, I can tell you that I found those signs that God is with me when I participated in an ice cream social.  When I 
was reminded of this movement called Methodist and visited the places our Wesley founders walked.  When I preached in some of 
our churches and had fellowship together.  I found God in my daily devotionals reading God’s word and prayer time.  I found God 
when I worshipped with you all each Sunday and we were filled of the Holy Spirit.  I found God when I took a personal spiritual retreat 
fasting and praying and discerning what God has for me.  I found God spending time with my family.  I found God everywhere I went. 
 

This summer we were reminded that Jesus is the bread of life.  I know that moments of frustration, sadness, 
anxiety, anger and even loneliness will happen again, but when I see Jesus as the bread of life, I know that I 
am no longer hungry or thirsty.  I know that I am not alone.  I know that Jesus experienced these feelings, but I 
know that God’s presence is always with me.  I know that in prayer and in reading God’s word, I am in a per-
sonal relationship with my Creator.  Wow! What a summer and I thank God for God’s continuing presence in 
my life.  We often do not fast, which is a biblical practice.  So I have an invitation for the Harrisonburg District. 
 

I am inviting the Harrisonburg District, clergy and laity, to join me on a weekly time of fasting during the month of Septem-
ber.  I will begin on Thursday after supper and end it on Friday at 3:00 p.m.  Jesus was arrested on a Thursday after he had his 
last supper with the disciples.  Then, he was crucified on Friday at the ninth hour, corresponding to about 3:00 p.m.  As you all join 
me fasting, please reflect on what Jesus might have experienced during this specific time.  Please join me in reading the Gospel Lec-
tionary readings corresponding to the very next Sunday.  Read them two times and after each reading have a moment of silence. The 
first time, simply try to understand the story.  The second time, simply analyze what God is telling you to do.  And lastly, as we fast, 
please join me in prayer.  I will pray for God’s will in my life and I will pray for the churches, laity and clergy of the Harrisonburg Dis-
trict.  Let us together develop a deeper relationship with God. 
 

At the end of the month, please share with me your experience.  I will ask the pastors directly.  Frankly, I hope I do not hear, “I didn’t 
have time”.  I believe that our priority must be building a deeper relationship with God.  If you are already doing this, that is great.  
The invitation is to all and together we can make a difference.  
 

Gospel Readings:   
September 5-6; Luke 14:25-33 

September 12-13; Luke 15:1-10 
September 19-20; Luke 16:1-13 

September 26-27; Luke 16:19-31 
 

May you always seek to cultivate God’s abiding presence in your life through the power of fasting and prayer and the reading of 
God’s word.                                                                                                                                                           In God’s Service, Victor 
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REGISTRATION  FOR “LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY”  DISTRICT EVENT IS NOW OPEN! 
Manor Memorial UMC, New Market, VA * Friday Evening and Saturday—October 4-5, 2019 

Lay Servants Approved Course!              Clergy CEU Approved Course! 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME (6TH GRADE AND OLDER)! 
 

Throughout the past several months we have been letting everyone know through articles in our District Newsletter about the “LORD, 
Teach Us to Pray”, Harrisonburg District-sponsored event, to be held on October 4-5, 2019, at Manor Memorial UMC in New Market, VA. 
 

Registration for this event has begun!  The registration brochure is attached.  Simply print and complete the registration form, and at-
tach your check for the appropriate amount, and mail them both to Mrs. Faith Carlson, Registration Chairperson, 149 Beall Avenue, Lu-
ray, VA  22835.  
 

The registration fee of $20 will include the cost of three meals and a participant workbook for each participant.  There is no extra charge 
for those who are seeking Lay Servant certification or re-certification, but please note on your registration form that you are pursuing 
Lay Servant credentials.  We hope that all who wish to participate in this opportunity can do so.  Requests for scholarships to cover the 
cost of this event should be directed to Mrs. Carlson. 
 

Clergy members who may be interested to earn one CEU by attending this event must also purchase an additional required book ($10) 
as shown on the registration form.  A single check may be written for the event registration and the required clergy book, specified in 
the check’s memo line. 
 

The Harrisonburg District Steering Committee and the Aldersgate Renewal Ministries desire that this event be bathed in prayer.  So, we 
are requesting that everyone pray for God’s blessings to be upon the “LORD, Teach Us to Pray” weekend. To facilitate our prayers, we 
are attaching a “40 Day Devotional”.  The devotionals and prayers begin on August 26, forty days prior to this weekend.  We request that 
clergy members and our lay leaders throughout our District print the devotionals and make them available to their congregations. 
 

Harrisonburg District churches are welcome to post the registration brochure and the prayer booklet on their websites to help get the 
word out to their congregations and communities.  Questions regarding this event may be directed to Ginger Turner, Chairperson, Dis-
trict Steering Committee, by calling (540) 740-4616 or by e-mail:  vabellat@gmail.com  
 

                            A challenge to read the Bible in 2019 
                                                     Bible Readings for September 

 

In 2017 participants were asked to read the Bible straight through and in 2018 you were asked to read the Bible chronologically.  
For 2019 the Bible challenge will be a blended style of reading, a mixture of Old Testament readings and New Testament each 
day.   
   

     September 1    Psalms 135-136; 2nd Corinthians 11:1-15                September 16   Lamentations 3-5; John 6:45-71  
  September 2    Psalms 137-139; 2nd Corinthians  11:16-33  September 17   Amos 1-3; John 7:1-27 
  September 3    Psalms 140-142; 2 Corinthians 12   September 18   Amos 4-6; John 7:28-53 
  September 4    Psalms 143-145; 2 Corinthians 13   September 19   Amos 7-9; John 8:1-27  
  September 5    Psalms 146-147; John 1:1-28    September 20   Ezekiel 1-2; John 8:28-59  
  September 6    Psalms 148-150; John 1:29-51   September 21   Ezekiel 3-4; John 9:1-23  
  September 7    Judges 1-3; John 2    September 22   Ezekiel 5-7; John 9:24-41  
  September 8    Judges 4-6; John 3:1-18    September 23   Ezekiel 8-10; John 10:1-23  
  September 9    Judges 7-8; John 3:19-36   September 24   Ezekiel 11-13; John 10:24-42  
  September 10  Judges 9-10; John 4:1-30   September 25   Ezekiel 14-15; John 11:1-29  
  September 11  Judges 11-12; John 4:31-54   September 26   Ezekiel 16-17; John 11:30-57  
  September 12  Judges 13-15; John 5:1-24    September 27   Ezekiel 18-19; John 12:1-26  
  September 13  Judges 16-18; John 5:25-47    September 28   Ezekiel 20-21; John 12:27-50 
  September 14  Judges 19-21; John 6:1-21    September 29   Ezekiel 22-23; John 13:1-20  
  September 15  Lamentations 1-2: John 6:22-44    September 30   Ezekiel 24-26; John 13:21-38 
          
[resource:  www.vaumc.org  >  office & staff  > Bishop > 2019 Bible Challenge] 

DISTRICT MEMBERS-AT-LARGE NOMINATIONS TO 2020 ANNUAL CONFERENCE: 
The Harrisonburg District needs to elect  19 District Lay Members-at-Large and 7 District Alternate Lay Members-at

-Large at District Conference on Sunday, November 17th. Nomination forms have been sent to pastors and local church 

lay leaders by e-mail.  Nomination forms need to be completed, signed, and returned to the District Office by Monday, 

October 14 for nominee inclusion on the ballot.  A letter and nomination form are attached to this newsletter. 
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                        Hope against all Hope  

 

Romans 4:18-21:  “Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, 
just as it had been said to him.  “So shall your offspring be.”  Without weakening in his faith, he  faced the fact 
that his body was as good as dead - since he as about a hundred years old and that Sarah’s womb was also 
dead.  Yet, he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith 
and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had the power to do what he had promised.” 
 

As I travel around to churches in the Harrisonburg District, I find one common element that seems to be 
waning everywhere:  Hope.  I can compare the above predicament which confronted Abraham and Sarah 5000 years ago with the difficulties our 
local congregations face today.  We see a depleted aging membership, loving their church that has in the past brought such generational joy and 
happiness to the community, now, with few answers as to how to recapture that lost enthusiasm and vibrancy.  Instead their attention gathers  to 
survival  for this generation, yet no further.  Not that their congregation doesn’t want to grow and thrive, the way forward is clouded in cultural and 
societal upheaval.  All we are left with is hope against all hope. 
 

Although Abraham had been promised to be father of nations, without a son the prospect was unlikely, but he could hope against all hope.  He 
wanted a son as promised, but the ancient bodies of Abraham and his spouse Sarah offered an unlikely chance without God’s intervention.  Abra-
ham and Sarah could only trust in the covenant promised by God would be fulfilled.   
 

I hope for salvation, hope for a fair judgment of my life here on earth, but I don’t know; I can only hope I am right.  Just like 
Abraham I know I have been promised salvation and I hope there is such a thing, that God and heaven and the saints and 
angels and redemption and salvation are all lined up for my rapid check-in at the heavenly gates. . .I am hoping against hope 
that there is a heaven and I will be good enough to get in. . .on the first round. 
 

So, let’s go back to our local churches, whose congregations are hoping against all hope that they can survive to carry on in the Lord’s work and 
the ministries ahead.  I believe sincerely that our hopes can be misplaced.  Hoping for the survival of the church building as a symbol of good 
times past gives little to no incentive for this millennial (and other) generation(s) to find the hope of the cross, the hope we grew up with.  But 
rather our hopes and priorities should be spent in making disciples out there in the wilderness, in the hope for a fellowship of believers who are 
unencumbered by the human-made financial, material or ritualistic anchors of the past, and in the hope for the same salvation promise that we 
have embraced for 2000 years.  The hope and promise of the Lord Jesus Christ has not changed, nor has His guidance “to go and make disci-
ples”.  What has changed is the road ahead, with its constant complications and fresh diversions.  I think of the starry nights that presented God’s 
vision to Abraham and Sarah each evening.  The power and promise of God’s covenant must have been so overwhelming and encouraging that 
they stayed the course, hoping against all hope.  So, too, can we.  
 

Today, getting to the point where our community can accept Jesus Christ and his teaching as a way of life requires much more than a place to 
meet and a social footprint.  Today we have to integrate the teachings of the Christ into all aspects of our community life; in the confines of  our 
homes and workplaces and schools and playgrounds; hope will once again abound.  But how to break away from a building-centric culture driven 
by presence and history in the community is as big a mystery to us as Abraham and Sarah’s hope to realize the promise of the covenant in the 
starry night sky.  We have to hope, to hope against all hope, in the promises of Christ’s words and the teachings of the Apostles. 
 

Just like the Saints that have gone before us, I am convinced that we can and will bring the hope of a “reawakening” of our fellowship communi-
ties and congregations to reality.  It will take work,: determined, creative, blessed work; driven by prayer and faith; with a sacred goal to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ in our communities. 
 

So, let’s pick our heads up to the heavens and give glory to God in the highest.  In this time and place of hope our God stands within all our 
hopes in this time and beyond.   Hope we shall in the Promise of Eternal Life and the Second Coming.  May hope be eternal!  To God Be the 
Glory!  So Be It.                                                                                                                                                                                  In Christ, Gordon 
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From Shenandoah University:   
Congratulations to Victor Gómez ‘97, who will receive the 2019 Distinguished Alumni Award for 

Service to the Community at Homecoming in October! In July 2018, Rev. Gómez was the first 

Latino to be appointed in Virginia as a district superintendent for the United Methodist Church, 

and he serves the Harrisonburg District. He served as senior pastor at Mount Olive and Relief United Methodist 

Churches in Winchester, Virginia, and is the president and co-founder of LUCHA Ministries in Fredericksburg, Virginia.  

LUCHA is a non-profit organization that upholds the rights of immigrants and their families.  Rev. Gómez works with 

Shenandoah University to help organize and direct mission trips to Jamaica, Mexico and Nicaragua.  He has also volun-

teered his time as chaplain for Frederick County and Winchester Fire and Rescue and has served on the Latino Advisory 

Board under two Virginia governors.  Rev. Gómez received his Bachelor of Music degree in composition in 1997. 

 



From Harrisonburg District Co-Lay Leader Marquetta Mitchell: 
 

I first met John at one of the local church community dinners that feed the local community on certain days of the 
month.  He was very opinionated; deliberately loud; full of himself; and wanted just about everyone; friends, associ-
ates and strangers alike to know that he was in the room.  When I first saw John “working the room” in the fellow-
ship hall of this church I thought of my grandmother.  She has been and still is a barometer for me about things.  My 
grandfather and grandmother, both teachers, raised me in the Strasburg community and in the Mt. Zion Methodist 

Church (AME at the time).  I thought about how she would have reacted to John had she been in the room.  My grandmother had a “green 
thumb” with students and she would have referred to him as “uncouth”. . .walked up to him, asked him to remove his hat in the  ‘house of the 
Lord’, and would have asked him to check his attitude at the door.   These requests would have sounded like a very tall order  from a very 
small lady in a very lovely voice.  I remember feeling that John was like one of those “bad” or “incorrigible” boys that she had quite a good 
reputation in working with and tutoring in the summers at our house during her retirement.  Her love for children showed and her presence 
demanded the utmost respect.  I remember giggling to myself just thinking how she would have “put John in check” had she been  in the 
room! 
 

Now, I had already heard about this man called John.  His reputation had preceded him.  He was boastful!  He like to talk about or “sport” his 
disability and would often tell stories about the loss of his leg and the use of his prosthesis.  John attended most all of the local church com-
munity dinners enjoying the social opportunities and the attention that they afforded him. 
 

Meeting him briefly at one of the dinners, I remember thinking that there were many community and church folks who attended these events 
as well as a church leader or two who found John quite a nuisance.  Many of us Christians, I am sure, shared the opinion that some of the 
dinners would go more smoothly without John’s presence: especially when he used some inappropriate words including cuss words  to ex-
press STRONG opinions about people or events in his life.  His character raised some eyebrows and gave many an opportunity for gossip 
worthy conversation.  I could tell, though, that there was really something special about John.  (Though I wasn’t really quite sure what it was 
at the time.)  He really did have a contagious laugh that “when appropriate” lit up the room and made most everyone at least smile.  I re-
member thinking that his main thing was to do or say the outrageous to bring attention to himself to soothe whatever pain found deep within.  
My brother, a very wise man, always says:  “Hurting people. . .hurt people”.  I have found this to be true as we learn to live every day in com-
munity with each other.  Perhaps this described John. 
 

Several months after meeting John, I joined a worship service in our community called the “Community’s 
Church” (Toms Brook UMC).  This worship service meets from Monday through Friday from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 
a.m.  I was directed there by the Lord Himself as I was searching desperately to become more spiritually disci-
plined and to deepen my relationship with the Lord.  We enjoy singing hymns, praying and studying God’s word.  As 
I was attending one of my first services early in the morning. . .lo and behold. . .I was going into the church and 
there was John in the parking lot getting out of his orange Chevy Camaro  while sucking in the last drag of his 
cigarette before the worship service began.  John was a member of this church and a member of the 7:00 a.m. 
worship group.  I said to myself:  “OK Lord, this is going to be interesting!” 
 

Over the next several months, I got to know John better.  It is very difficult to not grow into “family” when we worship every morning to-
gether and share the love of the Lord together.  It becomes more clear how God transforms us through His love for us when we share it with 
each other. . .I saw this transformation in all of us including this man called John.  We all did.  John’s attendance in the worship service did 
not always leave his outrageous and inappropriate comments outside of the doors, nor did it leave his smoking cigarettes behind.  His atten-
dance did not leave behavior behind that may have come from poor judgment.  And sometimes het did not leave any of his other attention 
seeking behaviors and very STRONG comments about people or events behind.  WE did not see the miraculous rebirth of a new leg.  We did 
not see his health improve.  As a matter of fact, we saw that his only “good leg” become disabled as he lost the use of it.  John, full of energy 
and enthusiasm, decided to play basketball with some children when he injured his leg and foot.  John’s lifestyle began to change when he 
was hospitalized and upon release from the hospital, came home.  We were all concerned that John would not respect and follow the medical 
restraints that were ordered for him.  It was very difficult for John as his mobility was almost totally restricted.  As if the situation could not 
get any worse, it was at this time that John learned of other serious medical challenges.  No, we did not witness the healing of his leg and or 
other physical healings.  We began to witness something more significant!  We saw and witnessed spiritual transformation of John through 
the love of God!  This was the MIRACLE!  God used us and the love we had for John to show God’s love.  We saw the rebirth. . .a transformation 
of John’s HEART!  We saw his relationship with the Lord grow.  In a very short period of time, I witnessed that the more we loved John by 
helping him with transportation, nutrition, medical needs, and just loving him (when he was at his lowest); John TRUSTED the love that he saw 
and experienced.  The more encouraged he became and began to participate in the worship services even more.  I am told that he even be-
gan to sing along with the hymns.  I began to sense a peace overcoming him.  I have spoken to others in the group who witnessed the same.  I 
thank the Master for blessing me to witness the following story:  After John broke his “good leg” I was on my way into the 7:00 a.m. service.  
John had not attended for a while due to his medical situation.  As I approached the parking lot of the church, I was so glad to see that or-
ange Chevy Camaro.  (Even though I knew that he should not be driving).  I had missed seeing him as he was under strict care.   (But he came 
to  

 [Continued on page 5] 
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[Continued from page 4] 

church anyway).  I was met by John who had parked his orange Camaro directly in front of the church in an area that I was unaware was a 

parking space!  He was struggling and having a painful time putting weight on his leg and foot. We kept him company at the car until others 

showed up and helped him “literally” drag his leg up the steps to attend worship service.  Some of the men in the group embraced him and 
helped him up the stairs.  I will never forget this experience.  While many complain of having to go to church too early or at an inconvenient 

time; this man called John raced to the church without the ability to walk at 6:45 a.m. in the morning.  After being part of this experience I 

will never complain about church scheduling again.  In this very short period of time there were many of these kinds of transformation sto-

ries about John that have been recorded in the minds and hearts of the “Community Church” at Toms Brook United Methodist Church. 
 

In John’s recent passing, I find that John was not the only person affected by his transformation before he went home to be w ith the Lord.  I 

was blessed by his transformation.  Those who knew him experienced his transformation and were blessed also. 
 

How so? 
 

1. God showed John how much He loved John by using US!  By demonstrating the love of God to 

others, others begin to see and trust the God that they see in US. . . 

2. It is important to trust that God will send us opportunities to demonstrate His love; but it is 

just as important for those whom He sends to be able to TRUST the God that they see in us. . . 

3. Therefore, stay in love with God and close to God so that He may use us effectively when He 

sends those opportunities to make disciples of Christ for the transformation of the world. . . 

4. Making disciples can sometimes be uncomfortable.  John represents many of those opportu-

nities with which we are uncomfortable: the hungry; the poor; the unclothed; the inappropriately 

dressed; the outrageous; the inappropriate; those who cuss; the homeless; the imprisoned; the 

sick, the mentally ill; the unbathed; the alcohol, sex, food, and drug addict; those who don’t look 

like us; our enemies; the unchurched; our neighbors; immigrants; refuges. . .too many to mention 

here. . .all of the unspoken 

5. Pray that we may embrace every opportunity that God sends even when we are uncomfortable. . . 
 

“All the nations will be gather before Him, and He will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 

and He will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.  Then the King will say to those at His right hand, ‘Come you that are 

blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me something to drink.  I was a stranger and you welcomed Me, I was naked and you gave Me clothing, I was sick and 

you took care of Me, I was in prison and you visited Me.  Then the righteous will answer Him, Lord when was it that we saw you hungry and 

gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?  And when was it that we saw a you a stranger and welcomed you, or  asked and 

gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?  And the King will answer them.  Truly I tell you just as 

you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me. . .” 

                                                                                                                                                                               Your sister in Christ,  Marquetta 

From Sue MacTavish, District Librarian    

September 2019 featured item - Revolutionary Kingdom: Following the Rebel Jesus 
by Mike Slaughter, 2019 

 

As you all know our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  But what 
exactly is a disciple and how will we know if we have made one?  According to this new study, there are three 

core values that a disciple embodies:  undiluted devotion to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, a Kingdom of God worldview, and a missional lifestyle. 
 

In Revolutionary Kingdom: Following the Rebel Jesus, author and pastor Mike Slaughter, explores why we must exchange comfortable cultural 
worldviews and values for the radical requirements of living out the Kingdom of God on Planet Earth.  When God’s people get serious about this 
call, it is revolutionary.  Jesus himself was the most radical revolutionary who ever lived and provided us a vision of a kingdom worth dying for. . 
.so . . .Welcome to the revolution! 
 

Revolutionary Kingdom, a six-week study, can be found with its DVD and Leader’s Guide in the Nurture/Spiritual Development section of the 
District Library. 
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Stop  by the District Office and “check out” the library.  Please remember to check out library items by signing the book card in the pocket with your name and church and 

date—you may keep items as long as you need—but remember to return when finished so that others may borrow.                                                             Thanks, Sue 



                Harrisonburg District Fall Encounters 
 

The Encounters are just around the corner.  They begin on September 14th with Sarah’s Encounter at Strasburg 
UMC.  We are very excited about the potential ministry and mission impacts of each Encounter.  There are a number 

of important notes: 
 

1. There will be a Mission Practicum as one of the segments of your Encounter.  We will be building school kits for UMCOR.  The 
cost of this project for all 7 of the Encounters is $9,000.  The district plans on covering 1/3 of the cost of materials.  We ask that 
the charges collect an offering in churches to make up the difference.  We estimate $100 per charge should cover the expenses.  
Of course, increased generosity will be greatly appreciated.  These funds/gifts will be gathered at the worship services in the 
morning and afternoon sessions of the Encounters. 

2. Another segment of the Encounter will be a Leadership Practicum developed from Kouzes and Posner’s The Leadership Chal-
lenge.  This is a very down to earth beneficial leadership experience for clergy and laity alike.  (This Leadership Practicum will 
take place of the Leadership Training Event after District Conference.)  

3. Charge Conference will be an additional component of the Encounters. All Charge Conference forms need to be entered on 
the EVC (Equipping Vital Congregations) on the conference website 10 days prior to your individual Charge Conference 
at the Encounter. For those pastors/charges who have self-identified they cannot meet this deadline 10 days prior to their En-
counter (or if pastors/churches fail to meet this CC form deadline), they will attend a make-up session on November 6th at Wood-
stock UMC at 7:00 p.m.   

4. Remember there is a covered dish lunch at 12:00 noon-1:00 p.m. for morning and afternoon Encounter attendees.  Each 
person attending is invited to bring a dish to share.  The district will provide fried chicken.  The host church needs to identify an 
organization or individual to coordinate the meal activities.  The host church will provide place settings such as plates, knives, 
forks, spoons, and napkins as well as serving utensils, and drinks.   

5. In addition to the sanctuary and  fellowship hall, each host church will provide 3 appropriately sized and accessible classrooms. 
6. The Morning Ministry Encounter will begin at 9:30 a.m. with a brief worship (Holy Communion) service and introduction, fol-

lowed by the charge conference session, leadership practicum and the missional practicum on a rotation basis.  The morning 
Ministry Encounter will close around 1:00 p.m. after the covered dish lunch.  The Afternoon Ministry Encounter begins at 12:00 
noon and ends at 3:30 p.m.; from 12:00 noon-1:00 p.m. the afternoon Encounter will share lunch and fellowship with the morning 
Encounter participants.  The afternoon Ministry Encounter will repeat the rotation process and will close with a worship and com-
munion service.   

7. The Ministry Encounters are a new way of providing fellowship, worship, training, and administration.  Realizing Saturdays in the 
fall are full of competing activities and responsibilities, one half of a Saturday seems a reasonable commitment. 

I am looking forward to seeing you at your Ministry Encounter!                                                                                        In Christ, Victor 
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SARAH’S ENCOUNTER 

Saturday, September 14, Strasburg UMC 

6 Charges (10 churches) 

 
 

9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Christian Newcomer Charge: Christian Newcomer & Mt. Hebron 

Edinburg Charge:  St. John’s & Wesley Chapel 

Fort Valley Charge:  Oak Level & White Chapel 

12:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Shenandoah Valley Charge:  Mt. Zion (Strasburg) & Mt. Zion (Woodstock) 

Strasburg 

Toms Brook 

 

 

Fall Encounters 
Dates, Locations & Times 

Charges/Churches 
[Encounter Exchanges have been updated in bold letters!] 
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NICODEMUS’ ENCOUNTER 

Saturday, September 21, Manor Memorial UMC-New Market 

7 Charges (12 churches) 

 

9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Columbia Furnace-Union Forge Charge:  Columbia Furnace & Union Forge 

Luray 

Manor Memorial-New Market 

Mt. Jackson Charge:  Mt. Jackson & Quickburg 

12:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Mt. Pleasant Charge:  Hawkinstown, Mt. Clifton, Mt. Hermon, & Otterbein Chapel 

Page 

Stanley 

MARY MAGDALENE’S ENCOUNTER 

Saturday, September 28, Mt. Tabor UMC 

8 Charges (13 churches) 

 

9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Fellowship-Linville-Edom Charge:  Fellowship, Linville, & Edom 

First (Timberville) 

Fulks Run Charge:  Caplingers, Mt. Carmel, Riverside 

Mt. Clinton 

12:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Mountain Valley-Cedar Grove Charge: Mountain Valley & Cedar Grove 

Mt. Tabor 

Mt. Pisgah 

Sunset Drive (Broadway) 

 

HANNAH’S ENCOUNTER 

Saturday, October 12, Asbury UMC 

8 Charges (8 churches) 

 

9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Asbury 

Mt. Zion (Mt. Solon) 

Keezletown 

Vision of Hope 

12:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Clover Hill 

Mt. Horeb 

Otterbein 

RISE 



BARTIMAEUS’ ENCOUNTER 

Saturday, October 19, Bridgewater UMC 

7 Charges (8 churches) 

 

9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Bethany 

Bridgewater 

McGaheysville 

12:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Mt. Crawford Charge:   Mt. Crawford & Mt. Sidney 

Port Republic 

St. James 

Sangerville 

ELIJAH’S ENCOUNTER 

Saturday, October 26, Evangelical UMC 

9 Charges (17 churches) 

 

9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Blue Ridge Charge:  Furnace, Hensley, Jollett & Mt. Pleasant 

Elkton 

Evangelical 

Grottoes 

St. Paul 

12:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Dayton 

Massanutten Charge:  East Point, Mt. Zion, St. Peter’s & Trinity 

Shenandoah Charge:  Christ & Fields 

Shenandoah Circuit:  Grove Hill & Oak Grove 

ANANIAS’ ENCOUNTER 

Saturday, November 2, Verona/Aisle 7  UMC 

8 Charges (12 churches) 

 

9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Annex-Crimora Charge:  Annex & Crimora 

Harriston-Mt. Bethel Charge:  Harriston & Mt. Bethel 

Singers Glen Charge: Cherry Grove & Donovan Memorial 

John Wesley 

12:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

New Hope 

Parnassus 

Verona/Aisle 7 

Weyers Cave 
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September 1 (Sunday)-ICM Industrial & 
Commercial Ministries Sunday Offering* 

September  2 (Monday)-Labor Day, VUMCenter-
Glen Allen and District Office closed 

September 5 (Thursday)-DUMW Executive 
Committee, Donovan Memorial UMC, 7:00 p.m.* 

September 7 (Saturday)-UMW Prayer Breakfast, St. James 
UMC, 9:00 am* 

September 11 (Wednesday)-Clergy Ethics Training, St. 
John’s UMC-Buena Vista, VA [Staunton District], 9:30 am-3:00 
pm* 

September 13-14 (Friday-Saturday)-UMW Young 
Women’s Event at Camp Overlook*  

September 14 (Saturday)-Sarah’s Encounter, Strasburg 
UMC, 9:30 am-1:00 pm; 12:00 noon-3:30 pm* 

September 19 (Thursday)-DUMMen’s Fall Dinner & Rally, 
Furnace UMC, 6:30 pm*  

September 21 (Saturday)-Nicodemus’ Encounter, Manor 
Memorial UMC-New Market, 9:30 am-1:00 pm; 12:00 noon-3:30 
pm* 

September 21 (Saturday)-Bishop’s Convocation on Prayer, 
Trinity UMC-Richmond, 9:00 am-3:30 pm*  

September 25 (Wednesday)-District Committee on the 
Ordained Ministry, District Office, 9:00 am 

September 26 (Thursday)-District Vitality Committee, 
RISE Fellowship, 11:00 am-2:00 pm 

September 26 (Thursday)-Charterhouse School Tour-

Edinburg, VA, 10:00 am* 

September 28 (Saturday)-District Lay Servant Training,  
Bridgewater UMC, 9:00 am-5:00 pm* 

September 28 (Saturday)-Mary Magdalene’s Encounter,  
Mt. Tabor UMC, 9:30 am-1:00 pm; 12:00 noon-3:30 pm* 

October 1 (Tuesday)-Partners in Ministry [PiM], Otter-
bein UMC, 9:00 am*  

October 4-5  (Fri-Sat)-LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY, 
Manor Memorial UMC-New Market* 

October 12 (Saturday)-Hannah’s Encounter, Asbury 
UMC, 9:30 am-1:00 pm; 12:00 noon-3:30 pm* 

October 16 (Wednesday)-District Committee on the 
Ordained Ministry, District Office, 9:00 am 

October 16 (Wednesday)-Lay Servant/Speaker Appre-
ciation Dinner, New Hope UMC 

October  19 (Saturday)-Bartimaeus’ Encounter, Bridge-
water UMC, 9:30 am-1:00 pm; 12:00 noon-3:30 pm* 

October 20 (Sunday)-Laity Sunday* 

October 24  (Thursday)-Clergy Day Apart with Bishop 
Lewis, Virginia State University Multi-Purpose Center, 
20809 2nd Avenue, Petersburg, VA, 9:30 am-1:30 pm 

October 26 (Saturday)-Elijah’s Encounter, Evangelical 
UMC, 9:30 am-1:00 pm; 12:00 noon-3:30 pm* 

October 26 (Saturday)-Conference UMW Annual Meet-
ing, Reveille UMC-Richmond* 
 
 * Denotes related  article elsewhere in this newsletter 

                                              UMM News: 
 

YOU are invited to the Harrisonburg District UMM Fall Rally & Dinner, on Thursday (note change of day), September 
19, Furnace UMC, 6:30 p.m.  The Rev. Dr. Steven J. Summers, Winchester District Superintendent, will be the guest 

speaker. Dinner will be served for $14.00.  Request your tickets on the form attached by Sunday, September 15th.  Tickets will not be mailed, but 
will be held for pick-up at the door.  Reservations must be submitted on the attached ticket form with payment.  Reservations will not be taken by e-
mail or phone.  Send ticket request and payment to Mr. Mike Earman, 2969 Scenic Road, Elkton, VA  22827.  

 

Registration is now open for the 2019 UMMen’s Conference Spiritual Advance at Baylake UMC in Virginia Beach on September 27-28.  Fea-
tured speaker is the Rev. Dr. Kevin Watson, author of The Class Meeting and Bible study teacher at the 2019 Virginia Annual Conference  Con-
tact:  Andrew Kissell, President, VA Conference UMMen, 757-839-0790, or Andrew.Kissell@aecom.com  for additional information. 
 

UMW News: Please mark your calendar for upcoming events: 
 

The UMW District Executive Committee will meet Thursday, September 5, at Donovan Memorial UMC, 7:00 p.m.  
All Committee members, please plan to attend. 

 

September 7 at 9:00 a.m. — UMW Prayer Breakfast at St. James UMC-Pleasant Valley:  Brenda NeSmith, VA Conference UMW 
E & I Coordinator, will be our speaker.  Many of you will remember Brenda from when her husband, Sam, served as Harrisonburg District Superin-
tendent. The cost is $12.00 and includes breakfast served by the St. James UMM.  Deadline for registration is August 29.  If you would like to at-
tend but missed the deadline, please contact Sharon Harold by Thursday, September 5 at 879-2270 to register by phone.  We will need to have a 
final count in order to plan for food preparations.  EVERYONE is welcome to attend. 
 

September 13-14 — VA Conference UMW Young Women’s Event at Camp Overlook: The Rev. Genevieve Bowles will be presenting the pro-
gram.  Please let your 18-40ish and under ladies know of this event and help support them in attending.  There are scholarships available from the 
district and conference, please contact me for more information.  The deadline for registration is September 6.  See the attached registration form.                                                               
 

The VA Conference UMW Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, October 26, at Reveille UMC in Richmond.  Plan to join us celebrate our 
150 Anniversary with our speaker Harriet Jane Olson, Chief Executive Office for the United Methodist Women.  Registration fee is $15.00 which 
includes lunch.  You have an option for dinner and a program on Friday evening, October 25, and staying at the Holiday Inn Express on Friday 
night.  Hotel information and directions are included on the registration form.  Hotel reservation deadline is September 24. 
                                                                                                                                                          Sharon Harold, District UMW President 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjqqfTZoMvjAhXMct8KHd-pBiUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mzumc.org%2Funited-methodist-women%2F&psig=AOvVaw0CD19oKwCuqjcETPmo3F3c&ust=1563978647145616
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 There are two training opportunities for Lay Servants and Laity in the Harrisonburg District this fall.  

On Saturday, September 28, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., at Bridgewater UMC in Bridgewater, VA, the fol-

lowing courses will be offered:  Basic, led by Linda Conrad; Understanding The Discipline (UM Polity), 

led by Rev. Carrie Talbott and Rev. Al Tuten; Lay Pastoral Care Giving, leader to be determined.  Ad-

vanced registration is required by September 13th by contacting Dale Dodrill, 770-402-0752, or e-mail:  

hdumc.layservants@hotmail.com or by contacting Brenda Woods, District Administrative Assistant, at 540-433-2382 or 

e-mail:  harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org  ANYONE is welcome to register and complete a class, not just Lay Servants.  

Cost is $20 for materials, snacks and lunch, payable on September 28th.  Note:  On September 13th, any course with 

less than 6 people registered will be cancelled.  PLEASE REGISTER NOW! 
 

On Friday evening and Saturday, October 4-5, at Manor Memorial UMC in New Market, VA, Lay Servants may 

attend the district event, “Lord Teach Us to Pray”, led by Aldersgate Renewal Ministries to count as either “Leading 

Prayer” or for renewal credit. Cost is $20 for material and meal.  Registration form (attached) and fee should be mailed 

to Mrs. Faith Carlson, 149 Beall Avenue, Luray, VA  22835 no later than September 20th.  If you have questions, please 

contact Ginger Turner at vabellat@gmail.com or 540-740-4616. 
                                                                                                                  Dale Dodrill, Director, District Lay Servants Ministry 

MISSION CENTRAL NEWS 
Check out our new website prepared by Bev Earman:   

http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/  
 

What a week the Children’s Clothes Closet has had!  We served 200 children!  This is a very busy 
time for us with school beginning.  A big THANK YOU to Keezletown Church for their “Undies Sundays”  
We were blessed to receive socks and underwear.  It would be great if all our churches would choose a 
Sunday for collecting items for us.  I know many of you do and it really makes a difference.  I would like 
to share a story one of volunteers told us about the Route 42 Crawl Yard sale.  She stopped at one of 
the sites where a lady had new socks.  As she prepared to purchase them, she told the lady who the socks were for 
and the lady started putting things in a bag and said Mission Central had helped her in the past and now she wanted to 
give back.  This is just a reminder of how God uses our District to serve others in His name.  Our actions are a direct 
extension of His love.                                                                                                 Blessings, Artie Frederick, 208-7669 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Medical Equipment Loaner Closet continues to depend on your donations and the grace of our 
Lord to be able to loan medical equipment to those needing these items in Harrisonburg and surround-
ing counties.  We continue to seek volunteers to help during times we are open to the public:  Mondays 
9-11 AM and Thursdays 5-7 PM.  We also need persons who can help deliver and set up hospital beds.  
We are especially needing wheelchairs, shower chairs and benches as well as seated walkers and 
transport wheelchairs.  Donations of money are always appreciated as this can be used to purchase 

needed equipment and supplies.  An ongoing popular item is disposable adult pull-ups in large and extra large sizes.  
                                        Please contact Delores Reid, 540-383-6112, if you are interested in helping or have questions.  

All Harrisonburg District Clergy are welcome to attend a meeting at Charterhouse School in 

Edinburg on Thursday, September 26, 10:00 a.m., 508 Picadilly Street, Edinburg, VA.  All 

clergy are welcome to attend and tours will be available.  This school is operated by United 

Methodist Family Services.   

Congratulations to. . . 
 the Revs. Darlene and Ed Wilkins on the birth of a granddaughter, Amelia Ryan Wilkins, 

born on Tuesday, July 23, 2019, in Florida.  Rev. Darlene Wilkins is the pastor at the Mt. 
Pleasant Charge and Rev. Ed Wilkins is retired clergy on the Harrisonburg District.  

 Pastor Kam and Brittany Stabler on the birth of a daughter, Hope Kathleen Stabler, born on 

August 24, 2019.  Hope has a brother, Mac, and a sister, Jane.  The Stablers are the parson-
age family at the Massanutten Charge.  Proud Grandmother is Rev. Anne Sisson, pastor at Stanley UMC. 

Mount Jackson UMC is willing to donate  a set of used paraments to any church that might have a need for 

them.  They are in reasonably good condition.  Please contact the church at 540-477-2128 if you are inter-

ested. 
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Please enjoy pictures of Harrisonburg District Pastors’ welcoming new clergy to the Harrisonburg District and fellowshipping together 
on Sunday, August 11th, at Overlook’s Picnic Shelter.  Also pictured are clergy and laity worshipping together at the Partners in Ministry 
[PiM] Retreat on Saturday, August 24th at Manor Memorial UMC in New Market, attending a program presented by Rev. Carrie Talbott on 
“Writing a Vision Statement” and a Charge Conference Orientation Session.                                 [Photos curtsey of Rev. Stan Thompson.] 

Visit Harrisonburg District on Facebook: Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 
 

 Harrisonburg District webpage:  www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

  

  

  

  



September 2019                                    DISTRICT  NEWS Page 12 

 
  

  

  

  

 

The Partners in Ministry [PiM] will meet on Tuesday, October 1, at Otterbein 
UMC, 9:00 a.m.  A program on “Clergy Self-Care”  will be presented by Rev. Adam 
Blagg, Rev. Erich Bennett, and Rev. Laura Stratton.  Pastors, please note: PiM 
monthly meetings are being scheduled for Tuesdays (instead of Mondays) for the 
remaining months of 2019 and for 2020.                                PiM Executive Officers                                                                                          
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Harrisonburg District on the web at 
www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

Harrisonburg District on Facebook at 
Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 

Virginia Conference on the web at 
www.vaumc.org 

                  
                    DISTRICT NEWS 

                      Harrisonburg District 
                     Virginia Annual Conference 
                 The United Methodist Church 

 

40 South Gate Court  ◊  Suite 101 
Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

 

Office Phone:  (540) 433-2382     
Call/Text DS:  (202) 285-5767 

 

Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez  
District Superintendent 

HarrisonburgDS@vaumc.org 
 

Rev.  Gordon K. Meriwether 
District Director of Congregational Vitality 

GordonMeriwether@vaumc.org 
 

Brenda Pack Woods 
 Administrative Assistant 

harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org 
 

    

 ENGAGE 2019:  COMMUNITY TRANSFORMATION  
 

             NOVEMBER 14, 2019  
 

   ALSO:  CLERGY PRE-EVENT - NOVEMBER 13, 2019  
                                                                  A day with Bishop Carter and colleagues   
                                                                  

                                                                  Register NOW:  www.vaumc.org/5Talent 
                                                         Woodlake UMC (Host site) + 11 Satellite Locations 
                                          [Bridgewater UMC is the Harrisonburg District satellite location.] 
 

 

General Conference Elected 

Clergy:          
General Conference Elected Laity:                

Tom Berlin Warren Harper 

Lindsey Baynham Martha Stokes 

Meredith McNabb Shirley Cauffman 

Rob Vaughn Darlene Amon 

Rhonda VanDyke Beth Christian 

Mark Ogren Alison Malloy 

Grace Sun-khil Han Marshall Bailey 

F. ELizabeth Givens Jill Gaynor 

Jason C. Stanley Joshua Blakely 

G. Kirk Nave Jacob Paysour 

Jonathan Page Mark Elder 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This Sunday, September 1, 2019, is 
ICM, Industrial and Commercial Minis-
tries, Labor Day Offering.  We ask for 
your prayers and financial support that 
will allow ICM to train and place volunteer 
ICM chaplains in the working place.  
Since 1972, ICM chaplains have reached 
thousands of working men and women as 
“a caring presence” with the love of God.  
ICM is an outreach mission of all 
churches.  For information, please con-
tact the ICM National office. 
 

Humbly in His service, 
 

Wayne Wright 
Executive Director 
ICM-Industrial & Commercial Ministries 
57 South Main Street, Suite 512 
Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
540-432-1919 
www.ICMAmerica.org 

CONFERENCE NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

                    Join us in celebrating  

            Laity Sunday 
             “Therefore, Go!:  With HOPE Through Purpose” 

                      October 20, 2019 
Contact your District Lay Leader and  

Directors of Lay Servant Ministries for assistance. 
For additional resources, please visit: 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/laity-sunday1 

Holy Land with Bishop Lewis   
Feb 24 - March 4, 2020 

Join Bishop Sharma Lewis and the VA UMC Conference on this 10-Day 
journey where you will visit all the major sites, such as the Sea of Galilee, 
Mt. of Beatitudes, Jordan River, Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jerusalem and 
more with Educational Opportunities Tour. Go to this address http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/

tours/ hl20022420l#.XRI2yj9Kjm5 for a brochure and more information. 

Bishop’s Convocation on Prayer:  Laity and Clergy are invited to attend 
(450 limit) the Bishop’s Convocation on Prayer, Saturday, September 21, 
9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Trinity UMC in Richmond, VA..  Dr. Terry Tekyl will 
be the plenary speaker.  There will be small group learning opportunities in 
the areas of prayer and Wesleyan spiritual disciplines. Registration cost:  $10

-includes lunch. Registrations received at https://www.eiseverywhere.com/bishopsconvo19  
Deadline is September 13th.  Contact TedSmith@vaumc.org for more information. 

Clergy Day Apart with Bishop Lewis:  All Virginia Con-
ference clergy are invited to “Re-Calibrate,” a day apart 
experience to reconnect, celebrate and have a healing mo-
ment with Bishop Sharma D. Lewis.  The event will be held 
on Thursday, October 24, 2019, 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Location will be the Virginia State University Multi-
Purpose Center (20809 2nd Avenue, Petersburg, VA  

23803.  Clergy are asked to make this gathering a priority to attend whether 
they are active, retired, bi-vocational, extension ministers, or supply pastors.  
Information for this event is available by going to the conference website, 
www.vaumc.org, then Events, and click on the date of the event.  There is no 
cost to register.  Please direct questions to your district superintendent. 

Quadrennial Clergy Ethics Training:  The Minister as Moral Theolo-
gian with Dr. Sondra Wheeler, a world-class scholar, is coming to Saint 
John’s UMC (Buena Vista) on the Staunton District, Wednesday, 
September 11, 2019, 9:30 am-3:00 p.m.  Registration fee is $20 in-
cludes lunch ($10 w/o meal) and participants are awarded .5 CEU.  Addi-

tional training will be held on every district throughout the quadrennium.  Contact the Conference 
Office for Clergy Excellence for additional information. 

http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl20022420l#.XRI2yj9Kjm5
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl20022420l#.XRI2yj9Kjm5

