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                                                “Greater love has no one than this; to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                      - John 15:13 (NIV) 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

A couple of years ago, I had the blessing to travel to the Holy Land not only for continuing education pur-
poses, but on a pilgrimage journey to different biblical sites.  One of the sites I visited was the Garden of 
Gethsemane, which is located right outside the walls of the old City of Jerusalem.  From this place I had 
such a beautiful view of Jerusalem, including the Golden Gate and where the Temple once stood.  I had a 
personal and awesome time of prayer as I closed my eyes imagining what it could have been like for Jesus. 

 

As I stood in this holy place, I imagined Jesus looking at this beautiful city and the walls around it.  From this point, Jesus was able to 
see the temple, in fact, from the Garden of Gethsemane; I thought he had the best view of the city.  It was an amazing view and to 
imagine that Jesus stood somewhere around was just an experience out of this world!  Along with the Garden there are olive trees 
that are over 2,000 years old, that means these trees were there when Jesus walked and prayed in that area.  I wish these trees 
could talk to tell me what it was like when Jesus walked by them and even touched them. 
 

As we enter the Lenten Season and as Easter is fast approaching, I also remembered that Jesus went to this Garden to pray.  He 
took with him three of his disciples:  Peter, James and John and asked them to wait while he went to pray, but we know they fell 
asleep. 
 

Jesus knew that his time was near and that he needed to suffer the sins of all people.  As Jesus prayed, he began to tremble be-
cause of the pain.  He suffered so much that he sweated drops of blood.  He was suffering for all our sins so that we can be forgiven. 
 

It was in this Garden where Jesus was betrayed by his disciple Judas, and consequently, he was arrested.  Try to imagine for a mo-
ment what Jesus went through at this Garden, the agony of what was to come and the arrest.  Jesus prayed and spent time with God 
and it was in this beautiful Garden where he had that special time.  He trusted God was with him, even in the most difficult moment of 
his life. 

 

There is a large flat stone in the Garden where it is believed Jesus prayed.  As I prayed in that very spot, I 
remembered that God is with me everywhere.  All I have to do is bow my head and God is available, and 
God is listening. 
 

As we continue to look towards Jerusalem during this Lenten Season, as we continue to follow our Master 
to his grave, let us also remember that Jesus was resurrected.  Find your own Garden of Gethsemane and 
trust that God  is with us, even in the most difficult moments of our life.  Don’t fall asleep.  Stay awake and 
pray with our Master and Savior.                                                       In God’s Service, Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez 

Dear PIM, 

First of all, I want to express my most sincere appreciation for the different ministries you 

all provide in the  Harrisonburg District.  What a blessing it is to serve God  as Partners in 

Ministry.  I also want to thank you for the nice Christmas gift you provided in my honor to 

Mission Central and for the financial gift to me.  I want you to know this year I will be traveling to Hondu-

ras as I received an invitation to teach United Methodist Pastors in a zone where training and resources 

are scarce.  Your gift will be used for this purpose.  You all will be part of this Mission with me.  What a 

blessing!                                                                                                                              Thank you all, Victor 

Photos of the District Superintendent Victor Gómez are courtesy of Mr. Wendell Cochran. 
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                                    What Price This Love?  
 

When asked by the Pharisees:  “Teacher which is the greatest commandment in the Law?  

Jesus   replied:  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and   

                           with all your mind.  That is the first and the greatest commandment.  And the second is 

                           like it:  Love your  neighbor as yourself.  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two  

                          commandments.”                                                                                     (Matthew 22:36-40) 
 

What goes unsaid in this testing of Jesus is the price we must pay for the giving of this love. . .and there is a price, a 

price of vulnerability.  We often say the words of love to each other as Christian brothers and sisters, but without the 

openness, honesty and the deeds that Jesus so expects.  Rather we shelter in shadows of life, hiding behind the protec-

tive walls of society’s expectations of fear and public ridicule, often throwing “informed” biblical interpretation and 

lazy demagoguery into the mix, which does nothing to embrace or enhance our love for the Christ nailed to the cross 

(CX). 
 

My brothers and sisters, do you care that I am a socialist or a capitalist, a pro-gun or anti-gun advocate, pro-life or pro-

choice, a Democrat or Republican?  Do you even care that I may or may not be a believer?  Christ did not, nor should 

we as his followers.  As Christians, we are called to love all creation without reservation or condition.  We are destined 

to be vulnerable lovers of God. 
 

Therefore, I fear this split, this “protocol”, that we face will in the long run only embolden misgivings and divisiveness 

of the factions within Methodism, rather than promoting the vulnerability and openness of Christian love.  Separating 

what God has brought together for the sake of human convenience and intransigence can never be a good thing. 
 

Regardless of the outcome of this summer’s legislative actions, we must grow to each other in Christian love, not be 

chased into our perspective corners of self-righteousness and protection to build walls of mistrust and denial. 
 

But I am just a nobody who hangs onto the love of Christ to be somebody; as a Christian that is all I have. . .this love of 

God which I try to return without expectation or reward.  As such, as a follower of the Christ I am vulnerable to the ar-

rows of dissent and the turmoil of disagreement.  So be it.  It is a small price to pay for the love of God. . .this vulner-

ability. 
 

As part of loving God with all I have and loving my neighbor and myself, I will be vulnerable.  I will abide in Christ, in 

the leadership of my bishops and leaders, and accept the decisions of the General and Annual Conferences.  I will con-

tinue to pray for unity of thought, of purpose, of mission, and earnestly beg for the presence of the Holy Spirit in all we 

do in the United Methodist Church, today and beyond it.  So be it.                                                          In Christ, Gordon 

Congregational 

From Sue MacTavish, District Librarian    
 

March 2020 Featured Item: 
 

Sunday School Curriculum Samples 
 

If you are responsible for ordering curriculum for your church’s Sunday School classes, particularly for chil-
dren and youth, it can be a daunting task.  A trip to the district library could make it a little easier.  We receive quarterly 
from Cokesbury a box of sample curriculum materials.  Come and take a look—you may discover something really excit-
ing that you can order for your church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————–—————–-- 

Stop by the District Office and “check out” the library.  Please remember to check out library items by signing the book card in the pocket with your name 

and church and date—you may keep items as long as you need—but remember to return when finished so that others may borrow.                                                                                                                                                                                          

Thanks, Sue 



                A challenge to read the Bible in 2020 
                                       Bible Readings for March 
 

Bishop Lewis has been encouraging clergy and laity of the Virginia Conference to read the Bible in a 
year since 2017.  Each year has featured a different way of reading:  2017 read the Bible straight 
through; 2018 read the Bible chronologically; 2019 read the Bible in a blended style, a mixture of Old 
Testament readings and New Testament each day.  For 2020, Bishop Lewis is challenging the entire 
conference to read the Bible all the way through with a thematic reading plan. The thematic plan is 

found on www.intentionalbygrace.com and Bishop Lewis has selected the following themes for 2020: 
 

  February 12 - March 3   (21 - day plan)   Intentional Living   
  March 4 - March 24  (21 - day plan)  Redemption 
  March 25 - April 14  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit: Love 
  April 15 - May 5   (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit: Joy 
  May 6 -  May 26   (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Peace 
  May 27 - June 16  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Patience 
  June 17 - July 7   (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Kindness 
  July 8 - July 28   (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Goodness 
  July 29 - August 18  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Faithfulness 
  August 19 - September 8  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Gentleness 
  September 9 - September 29 (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Self-Control 
  September 30 - October 20 (21 - day plan)  Trust 
  October 21 - November 10 (21 - day plan)  Mercy 
  November 11 - December 1 (21 - day plan)  Bearing Fruit 
  December 2 - December 23 (21 - day plan)  Cares of the World 
  December 24 - January 13 (21 - day plan)  Rest 
 

There are 18 plans to cover this year.  Each is 21 days long.  Start at the beginning and work through the year (and a 
few days into January 2021).  In this new year, challenge yourself to study the Bible and strengthen your faith in the 
process. 
 

Tips on reading the Bible daily: 
 

  * Start reading the Bible today. 
  *   Set aside a specific time and place each day.  Set your schedule and then stick to it.   
      Mornings are great, but feel free to use any time that works consistently in your schedule. 
  *   Get a good study Bible to help illuminate the meaning of the original Hebrew, Aramaic, 
       and Greek text 
  *   Choose a translation to use during your reading. 
  * Say a short prayer to God before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom 
   and understanding. 
  * Dive in and enjoy the richness of God’s Word!  Apply God’s Word to your life.  Bible study 
   should be practiced and applicable.  These seven steps will help you begin a journey to 
   becoming a “lifelong learner” of God’s Word.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[resource:  http://www.vaumc.org/pages/bishop-Lewis/biblechallenge] 
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Bishop Lewis has shared the first round of projected appointments for 2020.  The Harrisonburg District 
projections are: 
Rev. Stephen R. Creech  (Full Elder) is projected to Manor Memorial UMC coming from Bridgewater UMC. 
Rev. Steven E. McMillion (Full Elder) is projected to Bridgewater UMC coming from Lebanon (Dinwiddie).
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District Committee on Lay Servants Ministry: 
 

Lay Servant Ministry (All Laity are Lay Servants - see Matthew 25:31-45) 
 

Spiritual Food for Thought 

British writer Louis Carroll was right on the mark when he penned this conversation between Alice and 

the Cheshire Cat in his book, Alice in Wonderland: 

    On day Alice came to a fork in the road and saw a Cheshire Cat in a tree.  

    “Which road do I take?” she asked. 

    His response was a question:  “Where do you want to do?” 

    “I don’t know,” Alice answered. 

    “Then, “ said the cat, “It doesn’t matter.” 

In many ways this dilemma can also apply to our Christian Walk. Sometimes we don’t know where we should be headed 

- or where we should concentrate our efforts.  The first and foremost way to help us know which way we should head is 

praying.  Pray often.  Pray earnestly.  God is faithful and He will answer these types of heartfelt prayers. 
 

Another way that can help provide spiritual clarity is to take a “Spiritual Gifts’ inventory.  As explained below, there is 

an upcoming opportunity this month to take a one-day Lay Servant Class on, you guessed it, “Spiritual Gifts”.  This class 

is open to anyone who would like to take it - you don’t have to be anyone other than someone looking for some addi-

tional spiritual clarity.  I urge you to consider this opportunity, not only to help in your spiritual discernment, but also to 

get to know other seekers who are also looking for the same thing.  I hope to see you all at Grottoes UMC on March 28. 

                                                                                                                         Joe Amend, District Director of Lay Servants 
 

There is an upcoming training opportunity for Lay Servants and all Laity in the Harrisonburg 
District this spring on Saturday, March 28, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. at Grottoes UMC in Grottoes.  
The following courses will be offered:  Basic, led by Linda Conrad; Understanding The Discipline 
(UM Polity), led by District Superintendent Victor Gómez; and Spiritual Gifts, led by Rev. Bertrand 
Griffin.   
 

Advanced registration is required by March 13th by contacting Joe Amend, 301-741-7633 or e-mail:  
joeamend@vaumc.org or by contacting Brenda Woods, District Administrative Assistant, at 540-433-2382 or e-mail:  
harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org    
 

ANYONE is welcome to register and complete a class, not just Lay Servants.  Cost is $20 for materials, snacks and 
lunch, payable on March 28th.  Note:  On March 13th, any course with less than 6 people registered will be cancelled.   
 

PLEASE REGISTER NOW!                                                                            Joe Amend, District Director of Lay Servants 

Christian Sympathy is extended to Rev. Carrie Talbott and family.  Rev. 

Talbott’s brother, Barry May, passed away unexpectedly.  Please keep Carrie 

and her brother, Rev. Corbet May, in your prayers as they grieve their loss, 

as well as, extended family members.  Rev. Carrie Talbott is the pastor of St. 

James UMC.  Other family members include Rev. Bob Talbott, associate pas-

tor at Asbury UMC in Harrisonburg. 

The “STRENGTH in COMMUNITY” 2020 Workshop:  Improving Access to Affordable, High-Quality Child 
Care is coming up on March 21, 2020, at Charterhouse School in Edinburg, VA, 9:15 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  Doors 
open at 8:00 a.m. for registration and coffee. This workshop is for anyone who is concerned about pov-
erty and its connection to children and families.  Poverty and the need for quality childcare go hand in 
hand with things such as housing, nutrition, early childhood education, living wage and employment.  
Lack of accessible childcare for the poor is limited in the valley and across our state.  Our work  with the 
marginalized show a great need to develop a plan for preschool  and an early Head Start program that 
will address the most vulnerable in our community.  The workshop will feature stimulating talks and 
brainstorming with an array of speakers from the Diversity Institute, UMFS, Charterhouse, schools, Social Services, daycare/pre-
schools and local community groups.  The goal is to network and learn from people who have significant knowledge and to de-
velop a coalition that will be able to make a change in our community and across Virginia.  There will be continuing education 
(0.5 CEU) for pastors, teachers, social workers and childcare workers.  [There is an updated brochure attachment to the newslet-
ter.]  Please contact Rev. Elfie Finn-McKenzie at ElfieFinnMcKenzie@ vaumc.org  for additional information or questions. 



March 2020 DISTRICT NEWS Page 5 

In preparation of General Conference in May, a diverse group of representatives from United Methodist advocacy groups 
with contrasting views and bishops from around the world has collaborated on a proposed agreement for the separation of 
The United Methodist Church (UMC) that has the unanimous support of all the parties involved. The agreement, 
the Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation, was achieved on December 17, 2019. Area District Lis-
tening Sessions on the Protocol are being scheduled in the coming months. The closest Listening Sessions to the Harri-
sonburg District are: 
 
Alexandria and Arlington Districts 
This event on March 11, 2020, is designed to help both clergy (10:00 a.m.) and laity (7:00 p.m.) hear from two different 
perspectives as we head toward General Conference. The Rev. Tom Berlin and the Rev. Keith Boyette will offer remarks 
about the Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through Separation and will participate in a Q&A.  Location: Annandale 
United Methodist Church, 6935 Columbia Pike, Annandale, Virginia 22003  Clergy Session: 10:00 a.m-12:00 p.m.; 

Laity Session: 7:00-9:00 p.m.  For additional information and to register,  go to www.vaumc.org, then click on Events, then click on March 
11.  
 
Richmond District 
All clergy in the conference are invited to attend a "Digging Deep in the Dialogue" event hosted by the Richmond District and the Virginia United 
Methodist Foundation. It will be held April 15, 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Woodlake UMC, 15640 Hampton Park Dr, Chesterfield, VA 23832. Do you 
have questions around the Protocol? Do you seek to understand its implications? Do you wonder what will happen if the Protocol doesn’t pass? Do 
you wonder what the UMC might be like if the Protocol would pass? Come to this event to learn, discuss and hear from clergy, a mixed panel of 
General Conference delegates, and others from around the Virginia Conference. Lunch will be provided so please register by going to http://
www.richmonddistrictumc.org/digging-deep/  [See more information about this Listening Session below and the attached flyer.] 
 
Staunton District 

 Sunday, March 1, Monterey UMC - Monterey, VA, 2:00 p.m. 

 Sunday, March 1, Christ UMC - Staunton, VA  5:00 p.m. 
 
Winchester District 
All laity are invited to join District Superintendent Steve Summers for a time of Dialogue and Desserts.  All events will take place from 3:00 - 5:00 in 
the church Fellowship Halls. 
•  Sunday, March 8 - Brucetown UMC, 2161 Brucetown Road, Clear Brook, VA 
•  Sunday, March 22 - Bethany UMC, 100 W. Main St. Purcellville, VA 

•  Sunday, April 26 - Kernstown UMC, 3239 Valley Pike, Winchester, VA  

* Monday, March 2 - Braddock Street United Methodist Church  in Winchester, VA will be hosting town hall meetings to share information 
about General Conference.  The guest speaker will be the head of the Virginia Conference delegation, the Rev. Tom Berlin.  There will be two ses-
sions on Monday, March 2; 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. for clergy only and 7:00 p.m. for clergy and laity.  The meetings will be held in the sanctuary at 

115 Wolfe Street, Winchester. 

For a complete listing of District Listening Sessions:  Please go to the Virginia Conference website at:  https://www.vaumc.org/pages/
news/2020news/protocol-sessions   The Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation may also be found on the conference webpage. 

DIGGING DEEP INTO THE DIALOGUE:  LEARN / DISCUSS / PREPARE 
 

   * Do you have questions around the Protocol? 
 

  * Do you seek to understand its implications? 
 

   * Do you wonder what will happen if the Protocol doesn’t pass? 
 

  * Do you wonder what the UMC might be like if the Protocol would pass? 
    

All Clergy in the Virginia Conference are encouraged to attend this Dialogue gathering on April 15, 2020, 9:30 a.m. - 

2:30 p.m. at Woodlake UMC, 15640 Hampton Parke Drive, Chesterfield, VA  23832.  Come to this event to learn, 

discuss and hear from clergy, a mixed panel of General Conference delegates, and others from around the Virginia Con-

ference.  Lunch will be provided.  To register, please visit:  http://www.richmonddistrictumc.org/digging-deep/ 
 

 
Co-sponsored by the Richmond District and the Virginia United Methodist Foundation. 

http://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/pdfs/signed+umc+mediation+protocoal+statement+-2020.pdf
http://www.richmonddistrictumc.org/digging-deep/
http://www.richmonddistrictumc.org/digging-deep/
https://www.vaumc.org/pages/news/2020news/protocol-sessions
https://www.vaumc.org/pages/news/2020news/protocol-sessions
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                                                                           MISSION CENTRAL NEWS 
                                                            Check out our new website prepared by Bev Earman:   
                                                        http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/  

 
 

Mission Central Children’s Clothes 
Closet:  We have served 1430 children 
giving them clothing 3404 times.  We have 
given out 50,000 diapers.  The storage 
shed has been completed for storing baby 
equipment.  These items go out as fast as 

they come in.  None of this would be possible without your 
support.  Our churches are making a difference in our commu-
nities.  With growth comes the need for more volunteers.  We 
really need helpers on Thursday nights from 5-7 p..m.  Please 
come and see if this is something you would like to do.  A huge 
“Thank you” to all the volunteers who have served as Jesus’  
hands and feet this past year.   
Blessings to all. 
                                Artie Frederick, Coordinator, 540-208-7669                   
                                                            Children’s Clothes Closet  
 

 
On Thursday, March 19, the Mission 
Central Board will meet at  Mission Cen-
tral, 1:30 p.m. 

Mission Central Medical Equipment for 
Caring Closet: As we go forward in 2020 
we look back at some of the numbers of 
people who have been helped with Equip-
ment for Caring.  These include 45 person 
who have used walkers, 46 using wheel-

chairs and 27 beds have been loaned out, along with other multi-
ple Durable Medical Equipment.  Remember, equipment is 
loaned.  If you or someone you know was a recipient of equip-
ment and no longer needs the items, please see that equipment 
is returned to our loaner closet.  Over 100 bags of disposable 
pull-ups have gone out as well as wound care supplies.  Thank 
you to all who continue to donate equipment, supplies and 
monetary gifts, as well as our volunteers.  We continue to need 
volunteers to help with cleaning and assisting persons who 
come looking for equipment as well as delivering and setting up 
beds.  Many lives are being touched by this mission even be-
yond our community as family members who do not live                           
in this area learn their family is being helped by this ministry. 
Come and be part of what Christ taught us in Matthew 25:34-40. 
                                     Delores Reid, Coordinator, 540-383-6112  
                                                 Medical Equipment for Caring Closet 

The meeting dates for the Harrisonburg District Council on Ministries in 2020 are:  March 

26th; April 18th, Retreat at Asbury UMC, 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.; May DCOM Dinner at 

Camp Overlook-date set by Overlook, arrive at 6:00 p.m., dinner at 6:30 p.m.; August 20th; 

and November 19th.  All meetings, unless otherwise noted, will be at the District Office at 

7:00 p.m. 

 

The Leadership Challenge is Taken to 
Study by local churches: The Leadership 
Challenge program which was offered dur-
ing the Encounter/Charge Conference of 
2019 in the District has been expanded 
from the 50 minute introduction program to 
a 50 minute 6 week program appropriate 

for weekly Bible study or Sunday School. During the first 
quarter of 2020 the first offering of this program focused pri-
marily on laity leadership was conducted at John Wesley 
UMC (see photo) with 5 participants, and Bethany UMC Sun-
day School with 25 participants. The program is now avail-
able to churches in Harrisonburg District with or without a 
district teacher. (Written narration is provided with Power 
Point slides.) If you are interested, call Gordon at 703-608-
8521.  
 

                                                          Rev. Gordon Meriwether          John Wesley UMC Wednesday night Bible Study                                                                                                         

  

Please Note:  The Harrisonburg District Office will follow the Harrisonburg City School closings for inclement 
weather.  If the Harrisonburg City Schools are closed or delayed, the Harrisonburg District Office will also be closed 
or delayed. The District Superintendent may be contacted at 202-285-5767 in the event of an  emergency. 
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March 3 (Tuesday) - Partners in Ministry,  RISE, 9:00 a.m. 

March 5 (Thursday) - District UMW Executive Meeting, 
Otterbein Chapel UMC, 7:00 p.m.* 

March 11 (Wednesday) - District Committee on the 
Ordained Ministry, District Office, 9:00 a.m. 

March 19 (Thursday) - Mission Central Board Meeting, 
Mission Central, 1:30 p.m.* 

March 21 (Saturday) - Strength in Community Workshop, 
Charterhouse School-Edinburg, 8:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.*  

March 21 (Saturday) - District UMW Spiritual Life Retreat, 
Mt. Tabor UMC, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.* 

March 25 (Wednesday) - District Superintendency 
Committee, District Office, 10:00 a.m. 

March 26 (Thursday) - District Council on Ministries, 
District Office, 7:00 p.m.* 

March 28 (Saturday) - Lay Servant Training, Grottoes UMC, 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.* 

April 6 (Monday) - Partners in Ministry [PiM] Holy Week 
Lunch, location to be announced, 12:00 noon 

April 9 (Thursday) - VUMCenter & Harrisonburg District 
Office closes at 1:00 p.m. for Maundy Thursday 

April 10  (Friday) - VUMCenter & Harrisonburg District 
Office closed for Good Friday 

April 12 (Sunday) - Easter Sunday 

April 18 (Saturday) - District Council on Ministries Re-
treat, Asbury UMC, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.* 

April 29  (Wednesday) - District Committee on the Or-
dained Ministry, District Office, 9:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m. 

May 5-15 (Tues-Friday) - General Conference, Minneapo-
lis, Minnesota* 

May 7  (Thursday) - National Day of Prayer 

May 22 (Friday) - VUMCenter & Harrisonburg District 
closes for Memorial Day Observance 

May 25 (Monday) - VUMCenter & Harrisonburg District 
Office closed for Memorial Day Observance 

May 28 (Thursday) - Partners in Ministry [PiM] Farewell 
Dinner, Blessings Lodge-Overlook, 6:00 p.m.-gather; 6:30 p.m. 
dinner 

June 18-20 (Thurs-Sat) - Annual Conference, Roanoke 

July 2 (Thursday) - VUMCenter  & Harrisonburg District 
Office closes at 1:00 p.m. for Independence Day Observance 

July 3 (Friday) - VUMCenter & Harrisonburg District Of-
fice closed for Independence Day Observance 

July 15-20 (Wed-Mon) - Southeastern Jurisdictional Con-
ference, Lake Junaluska 

 * Denotes related  article elsewhere in this newsletter 

UMW News:  
 

 - The next District UMW Executive Committee will be held on Thursday, March 5, at Otterbein Chapel UMC, 7:00 p.m.  
All members plan to attend and carpool when possible. 
 

  - The District UMW Spiritual Life Retreat will be held  Saturday, March 21, at Mt. Tabor UMC from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 
p.m. (registration starting at 8:30 a.m.)  The cost for the event is $12.00 which includes lunch served by the Mt. Tabor UMC.    Melissa White, 
Conference UMW Spiritual Life Coordinator, will present our program.   Please plan to join us for a day of spiritual growth and fellowship.  A regis-
tration form is attached to this newsletter with a deadline of Friday, March 13 to register. Everyone is invited to attend!   
 

The 2020 UMW information and forms have been updated on the Harrisonburg District UMC website at www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  Click on 
the ministries tab and then United Methodist Women.  Our current newsletter, event information, calendar, officers, and forms for 2020 are located 
there.  A big thank you to Rev. Jim Joyner for updating this information! 
 

We have also updated our UMW district library.  Our library is located at the district office, 40 Southgate Court, Harrisonburg which is located off of 
South Main Street between Steven Toyota and Gentry Photography.  The office hours are 9:00 - 3:00, Monday through Friday.  Please call Brenda 
Woods at 433-2382, if you are planning on visiting the library.  Phyllis Todd, District Secretary of Program Resources Coordinator can answer any 
questions about availability of books on our current reading list.  Her phone # is 540-908-1900.   
Please contact me for any concerns or questions.               Sharon Harold, Harrisonburg DUMW President, 540-879-2270 or sharold714@aol.com  

Partners in Ministry will meet on Tuesday, March 3, at RISE (60 West Market Street, Rt. 11 
North, Rt. 33 West, building is on the right).  There are only a few parking spaces near the 
building, please save those for anyone needing handicap parking.  Those spaces are against 
the building at 60 West Market Street.  All others please park in Otterbein UMC (176 West Mar-

ket Street) parking lot closest to the church.  It is only 1 block away and a short walk.  
 

The program is entitled, “Prayers that Won’t Put Your Church to Sleep” will be presented by 
Rev. Courtney Joyner.  Rev. Joyner is a Deacon serving at Eastern Mennonite Seminary as 

adjunct instructor of Christian worship and as UMC liaison to Wesley Theological Seminary.  All clergy are encouraged to be present.  
                                                                                                                                                                                              PiM Executive Committee 

Harrisonburg District 

Partners in Ministry 

 

Visit Harrisonburg District on Facebook: Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 
 
 

 Harrisonburg District webpage:  www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjqqfTZoMvjAhXMct8KHd-pBiUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mzumc.org%2Funited-methodist-women%2F&psig=AOvVaw0CD19oKwCuqjcETPmo3F3c&ust=1563978647145616
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Harrisonburg District on the web at 
www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

Harrisonburg District on Facebook at 
Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 

Virginia Conference on the web at 
www.vaumc.org 
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40 South Gate Court  ◊  Suite 101 
Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

 

Office Phone:  (540) 433-2382     
Call/Text DS:  (202) 285-5767 

 

Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez  
District Superintendent 

HarrisonburgDS@vaumc.org 
 

Rev.  Gordon K. Meriwether 
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General Conference Elected 

Clergy:          
General Conference Elected Laity:                

Tom Berlin Warren Harper 

Lindsey Baynham Martha Stokes 

Meredith McNabb Shirley Cauffman 

Rob Vaughn Darlene Amon 

Rhonda VanDyke Beth Christian 

Mark Ogren Alison Malloy 

Grace Sun-khil Han Marshall Bailey 

F. ELizabeth Givens Jill Gaynor 

Jason C. Stanley Joshua Blakely 

G. Kirk Nave Jacob Paysour 

Jonathan Page Mark Elder 

CONFERENCE NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

All God’s  
Children Camp looking for mentors this summer: 
 

All God’s Children Camp is looking for mentors to volunteer one week at summer 
camp for 2020.  All God’s Children Camp is a camp for children ages 7-12 with 

an incarcerated parent.  The children get to spend a week at overnight camp where they will 
participate in Bible study, worship and devotions and learn that God truly loves them.  They also 
participate in all the activities camp has to offer (archery, swimming, paddle boarding, canoeing, 
fishing and much more). Please consider giving a week of your time this summer and come be a 
mentor with us at camp!  For more information, contact Lori Smith at littlelori@gmail.com or 
571-245-9591.  You can also check out www.vaumc.org/agcc for forms and other information.   
 

The camp weeks are:  
 

June 14-19   (Camp Chanco on the James) 
July 26-July 31   (Occochannock on the Bay) 

August 9-14 (Camp Change on the James) 

 The General Conference Delegation meetings are open 

to the public.  For more information, contact Mark Ogren 

at MarkOgren@vaumc.org or call:  (804) 521-1155.  Lo-

cation of meetings is the Virginia United Methodist Cen-

ter, 10330 Staples Mill Road, Glen Allen, VA.  23060.  

General Conference 2020.  The quadrennial gathering of 

United Methodists from around the world, takes place May 

5-15, 2020 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA.  The Vir-

ginia Conference Delegation March meeting is Saturday, 

March 14, 2020, 9:00 a.m. 

Faithful Aging Conference to be held in March 
 

The 2020 Faithful Aging Conference will be held on Tuesday, 
March 31, 2020, at Bonsack UMC in Roanoke.  The Rev. Dr. 
Richard (Rick) H. Gentzler, Jr., Tennessee Conference director of 
Encore Ministry of The United Methodist Church, will be the opening 

keynote presenter.  Gentzler is an internationally recognized leader in the field of aging 
and older adult ministries.  For more information or questions, contact Martha Stokes, 
director of Church and Community Relations with Pinnacle Living, by phone 804-474-
8718 or by e-mail:  mstokes@pinnacleliving.org  The deadline for registration is Fri-
day, March 13th. 

Applications  & Nominations for Shenandoah Univer-
sity Youth Theology Institute are OPEN! 
 

Do you have a current high school student in your life who is 
ready to learn about how their faith in Jesus Christ calls them 

to live and be in the world in a way that seeks justice?  Nominate and encourage them 
to apply for the Shenandoah University Youth Theology Institute. SUYTI  is a two 
week, credit-bearing program for any young person who is currently in high school 
(rising sophomore through recent high school graduate this summer).  Students spend 
one week on the SU’s campus in Winchester, VA, and one week on the campus of 
Wesley Theological  Seminary in Washington, DC.  The 2020 Institute will run from 
July 19-August 1.  A grant from the Lilly Endowment SUYTI will give your student 
room and board, program expenses, and three college credits at the cost of $200.per 
student.. Visit www.su.edu/youththeology to apply.    

Kingsway would like to thank all 
those that participated in our 
Christmas projects (Apple Tree and 
Inmate gifts).  We just sent 1600 
Valentine Cards to inmates and we 
are still looking for people willing to 
write to inmates through our En-
courager Program.   It is a very safe 
way to communicate and most of 
the men and women inmates on 
our list never hear from anyone 
outside the fences.  We can use vol-
unteers the last of March and first 
of April to address Easter cards.  
Please contact Louise at kingway-
outreach@hotmail.com for the 
schedule if you can help or call Pam 
at 540-433-5658.                             
                         Louise Jennings, Director 


