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“Whether we think of; or speak to God, whether we act or suffer for Him, all is prayer,  
when we have no other object than His love and the desire of pleasing Him”. - John Wesley 

  
 

Dear Brethren, 
 

The month of September brought new opportunities in ministry for the entire Harrisonburg District.  We started the En-
counters with Jesus where 35 churches participated in amazing ways.  We worshipped God together and shared the 
Lord’s Supper, making it a solemn time and thus creating a deeper relationship with God.  We broke bread together by 
sharing a meal, enjoying a time of fellowship, and sharing with one another about what we are doing in our different 
churches for the kingdom of God.  We learned about leadership and explored what God wants us to do.  We took care 
of God’s business for each church by affirming the laity and the clergy.  We prayed for each other by laying hands.  We 
shared God’s love by being the hands and feet of Jesus in supporting and putting together school kits that will be sent to 
places where they are needed.  At the end of the Encounters, we are calculating putting together about 1,400 kits.  What 
an amazing way to share God’s love! 

 

I also invited clergy and laity to join me in a time of fasting, discernment, Scripture reading, and 
prayer.  Each Thursday, for the month of September, I started fasting after supper and ended on 
Friday at 3:00 p.m.  I must tell you that I felt the prayers during that time.  As I went around the 

District, laity and clergy shared with me what a powerful, spiritual experience it was.  Many joined me during this time.  
Many have never fasted and were grateful for the experience.  Many said they will continue fasting and observe this 
practice that somewhat has been forgotten, but it generates a deeper relationship with God while fasting.  It is indeed a 
means of grace where we are in a deeper relationship with God. 
 

So here is my invitation for the month of October.  I invite clergy and laity of the Harrisonburg 
District to pray for me and with me, especially on October 7 and 8, as I will enter into a silent 
retreat.  During this time, I will be fasting, praying, reading Scripture and discerning.  I know 
that many will not be able to join me for the entire time, but I invite you to spend at least one 
hour on each of those two days in a time of silence by praying, reading Scripture, fasting, 
and discerning. 
 

As we continue to Encounter Jesus in amazing ways; as we continue to observe spiritual 
practices, means of grace to be in a deeper relationship with God; as we continue making 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the Harrisonburg District and therefore the 
world, let us proclaim the Gospel message of love in word and deed. 

                                                                                                                                                                In God’s amazing Grace, Victor 

“LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY”   
Manor Memorial UMC, New Market, VA * Friday Evening and Saturday—October 4-5, 2019 

 

Throughout the past several months we have been letting everyone know through articles in our District Newsletter about the 
“LORD, Teach Us to Pray”, Harrisonburg District-sponsored event, to be held on October 4-5, 2019, at Manor Memorial UMC in 
New Market, VA. 

 

The Harrisonburg District Steering Committee and the Aldersgate Renewal Ministries desire that this event be bathed in prayer.  So, we are re-
questing that everyone pray for God’s blessings to be upon the “LORD, Teach Us to Pray” weekend.  
 

Questions regarding this event may be directed to Ginger Turner, Chairperson, District Steering Committee, by calling (540) 740-4616 or by e-mail:  
vabellat@gmail.com  
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                            A challenge to read the Bible in 2019 
                                                     Bible Readings for October 

 

In 2017 participants were asked to read the Bible straight through and in 2018 you were asked to read the Bible chronologically.  
For 2019 the Bible challenge will be a blended style of reading, a mixture of Old Testament readings and New Testament each 
day.   
   

     October 1    Ezekiel 27-29; John 14               October 16   1 Samuel 10-12; Ephesians 5:17-33  
  October 2    Ezekiel 30-32; John 15    October 17   1 Samuel 13-14; Ephesians 6 
  October 3    Ezekiel 33-34; John 16    October 18   1 Samuel 15-16; 2 Peter 1 
  October 4    Ezekiel 35-36; John 17     October 19   1 Samuel 17-18; 2 Peter 2  
  October 5    Ezekiel 37-39; John 18:1-18    October 20   1 Samuel 19-21; 2 Peter 3  
  October 6    Ezekiel 40-41; John 18:19-40   October 21   1 Samuel 22-24; 1 Timothy 1  
  October 7    Ezekiel 42-44; John 19:1-22   October 22   1 Samuel 25-26; 1 Timothy 2  
  October 8    Ezekiel 45-46; John 19:23-42    October 23   1 Samuel 27-29; 1 Timothy 3  
  October 9    Ezekiel 47-48; John 20    October 24   1 Samuel 30-31; 1 Timothy 4  
  October 10  Song of Solomon 1-3; John 21   October 25   2 Samuel 1-2; 1 Timothy 5  
  October 11  Song of Solomon 4-5; Ephesians 1   October 26   2 Samuel 3-5; 1 Timothy 6  
  October 12  Song of Solomon 6-8; Ephesians 2    October 27   2 Samuel 6-8; 1 John 1  
  October 13  1 Samuel 1-3; Ephesians 3    October 28   2 Samuel 9-11; 1 John 2 
  October 14  1 Samuel 4-6; Ephesians 4    October 29   2 Samuel 12-13; 1 John 3  
  October 15  1 Samuel 7-9; Ephesians 5:1-16    October 30   2 Samuel 14-15; 1 John 4 
         October 31   2 Samuel 16-18; 1 John 5 

DISTRICT MEMBERS-AT-LARGE NOMINATIONS TO 2020 ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE: The Harrisonburg District needs to elect  19 District Lay Members-at-Large 

and 7 District Alternate Lay Members-at-Large at District Conference on Sunday, November 

17th. Nomination forms have been sent to pastors and local church lay leaders by e-mail.  Nomina-

tion forms need to be completed, signed, and returned to the District Office by Monday, October 14 for nominee inclusion on the 

ballot.  A letter and nomination form are attached to this newsletter. 

From Sue MacTavish, District Librarian    

October 2019 featured item: 
Extravagant Generosity:  The Heart of Giving 

by Michael Reeves and Jennifer Tyler, 2011 

 
  Are you looking for a Stewardship program for this fall?  Check out this new arrival in the District Library? 
 

Yes, I know, stewardship programs have become a little out of vogue.  But in their absence there is a void 
in the teaching of stewardship.  Extravagant Generosity, based on Bishop Robert Schnase’s book, Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, was 
created by Michael Reeves and Jennifer Tyler to connect stewardship to the spiritual lives of all the members.  In this easy to follow program, 
church leaders are provided with sermon and orders of worship suggestions, e-mail messages, newsletter announcements, and ways to involve 
church members in thinking and praying about their financial discipleship on a day—today basis. 
 

Extravagant Generosity can be found in the Finances/Stewardship section of the District Library.  The  library has the basic planning kit which 
contains: 
 * An overview timeline, providing quick information on what happens during each week of the stewardship campaign 
 * A guidebook for leaders that covers all aspects of the campaign, from detailed plans for each of the four Sunday services to marketing    
                  materials like flyers and postcards to e-mail messages and letters designed to be sent to specific groups within the congregations — all  
                  available on the enclosed CD-ROM 
 * A book of devotions, Practicing Extravagant Generosity, designed to be distributed to all the members of the congregation, leading  
                  them  through the scriptures covered in each of the four weeks and encouraging them to understand financial discipleship in terms of  
                  their own mission to build God’s kingdom. 
 * A small-group leader’s guide to host Sunday school and other small groups during the program using the devotional book.   
 * A DVD with video segments for four group-study sessions and short clips for use in worshkp.  
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Stop by the District Office and “check out” the library.  Please remember to check out library items by signing the book card in the pocket with your name and church and 

date—you may keep items as long as you need—but remember to return when finished so that others may borrow.                                                             Thanks, Sue 
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 “Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; do not fret when people succeed in their ways, when 
they carry out their wicked schemes.  Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; do not fret - it leads only to 

evil.  For those who are evil will be destroyed, but those who hope in the LORD will inherit the land.”                                                                                                                                       
Psalm 37:7-9 

 
My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
There is brewing messages I gather from each Sunday school I visit in conjunction with worship attendance at each of 
the district churches.  They tell me, “We want to grow as a congregation and especially grow the young, to recapture 
the days when families found the church a vital and meaningful part of raising children and being relevant in their com-
munities.”  The church played a role as a social nexus critical to the cultural, political and spiritual well-being of commu-
nities across the nation.  A place where care was given to all, no matter age or gender, where everyone was taught to 
love, where each pitched in to administer and care for the needs of the community.  All led by a wonderful pastor who 
fed the flock with the love of Christ.  “Lord, just bring back the old days and things will be as they should be!”  Sounds 
great, doesn’t it? 
 
Christendom is not dead but wounded, and in a semi-self-induced coma.  It took nearly two thousand years for the per-
secuted few to rise to the prominence of a universal church.  In the last seventy years of the church’s life a slow decay 
of the church from inside, a disregard for the words of Christ have brought Christendom to its knees. . .an appropriate 
place to begin our recovery.  My friends, it’s not traveling sports for our children or slipping from a moral or competing 
challenges for our free time that have been set elsewhere undermining the relevance of the church in our day.  Now we 
look at where the church once stood and see a collection of the well-meaning, the open hearted, but the foundation of 
Christ eludes us in the politics and social mores of the day.  We are lost without a firm commitment to searing words of 
Christ in Matthew 22:36-40; 25:35-36. 
 
This dissolution of Christendom has reached a point of stasis, a precipice towering above the possibilities of the King-
dom, and ‘tis our choice to jump to our demise or find a trail back down to the realities of mission and need.  The first is 
quick and certain with predictable consequences, while the second is not a sure thing, but is purposeful and persis-
tence; more likely to lead to our return to the prominence of the world below .  Remember the last demonic temptation 
of Christ in Luke 4:9-12, He rejected the jump as a short cut to worldly power and recognition.  So must we.  Recovery 
of Christendom to a dominate place of righteousness among all creation will take a life time of prayer and witness.  We 
must be persistent and purposeful in our beliefs and actions always following in the footsteps of the Christ. 
 
This will take time.  The resurrection of the church will not happed without the Grace of God and the willingness of 
God’s people to embrace the teachings of Jesus.  We must offer the patience to leave the greatest awakening of 
church in God’s hands and the resolve to work and pray in dogged determination, walking once again in the shadows 
of the Glory of God. 
 
In patience and resolve of the Glory of God, I pray for the church. 
 
So Be It.  In Christ, Gordon 

Congregational 
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From Shenandoah University:   
Congratulations to Victor Gómez ‘97, who will receive the 2019 Distinguished Alumni Award for 

Service to the Community at Homecoming October 4-5th. In July 2018, Rev. Gómez was the first 

Latino to be appointed in Virginia as a district superintendent for the United Methodist Church, 

and he serves the Harrisonburg District. He served as senior pastor at Mount Olive and Relief United Methodist 

Churches in Winchester, Virginia, and is the president and co-founder of LUCHA Ministries in Fredericksburg, Virginia.  

LUCHA is a non-profit organization that upholds the rights of immigrants and their families.  Rev. Gómez works with 

Shenandoah University to help organize and direct mission trips to Jamaica, Mexico and Nicaragua.  He has also volun-

teered his time as chaplain for Frederick County and Winchester Fire and Rescue and has served on the Latino Advisory 

Board under two Virginia governors.  Rev. Gómez received his Bachelor of Music degree in composition in 1997. 

 



From Harrisonburg District Co-Lay Leader Joe Amend: 
 

Enough Evidence? 
 

 Before I retired from the Air Force, I worshipped in a Methodist Church in Beaver-
creek, OH.  One Sunday our Pastor challenged us with the following question, “If you were ac-
cused of being a Christian, is there enough evidence to convict you?  Most of the congregation 
(me included) was shocked.  Over 20 years later, the question still shocks me.  Then, as now, 

the question is not intended to lay a ‘guilt trip’ on anyone, but rather an attempt to humbly assess our walk with 
Jesus, to see where we might be able, by the marvelous grace of God, to walk closer to Him. 
 The answer to this probing question is pretty obvious and rather simple.  The answer is found in John 
13:34-35 where Jesus says, “A new command I give you:  Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 We need to understand the situation when Jesus spoke these words:  they were spoken just after the 
Passover Meal (and the institution of Holy Communion) on the night before Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion.  Judas 
has already left the upper room and was on his way to betray Jesus. 
 The passage of Scripture is at the beginning of what some call Jesus’ Final Discourse (John 13:31-John 
17:26).  This is the longest section of Jesus talk in the New Testament - 124 verses.  Jesus’ other lengthy dis-
course that is recorded in the NT is the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7, which is 110 verses.  When these 
words were spoken, there were only 12 people in the upper room - Jesus and his eleven apostles (remember Judas 
had already left). 
 This ‘new’ command, “Love one another”, is a re-statement of something Jesus said earlier in his earthly 
ministry, when He answered the question of what “what is the greatest commandment?” Jesus’ reply was, “Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength.  The second is this:  ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  There is no commandment greater than 
these.” (Mark 12:30-31) 
 A word of caution is in order here.  The word ‘love’ is one of the most misunderstood words in the entire 
New Testament.  There are at least two Greek words that translate  into English as ‘love’ in the New Testament.  
They are ‘phileo’ and ‘agape’.  Not surprisingly, they have somewhat different meanings.  I am no Greek scholar, so 
please be patient with me.  ‘Phileo’ is translated as “to love, to have high affection and regard of a very high qual-
ity”. ‘Agape’ is translated as “love, in the New Testament usually the active love of God for his Son and his people, 
and the active love his people are to have for God, each other and even our enemies.”  The Greek word used in the 
John and Mark passages quoted above is ‘agape’. 
 As Believers we are called to Live Our Sermon !!! Have you every heard the saying, “Your actions are 
speaking so loudly I can’t hear a word you’re saying”?  We need to walk the talk and talk the walk.  Our actions and 
words must line up.  The quickest way to give someone an excuse to ignore what we have to say is if our words and 
deeds do not match up.  For example, if we want to talk about love, we first must show love.  We need to live our 
lives in such a way to as make being a follower of Jesus attractive to those around us.  This is what ‘Living Our 
Sermon’ is all about. 
 What Jesus is saying to his apostles (and us) is we are not to ‘talk’ love, we are to ‘show’ love.  ‘Agape’ type 
of lover is a verb, not a noun.  Repeat after me, Love is a verb?  Got it?  Good.  What this means is we are to con-
sider other people’s needs and well-being at least as important as our own. 
 Love is never conditional upon the other person’s behavior; it is motivated and empowered by its giver not 
the receiver.  That’s why Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35) Consider the 
Samaritan women at the well as recounted in John 4:1-42.  Did Jesus start the conversation by saying he couldn’t 
talk to her because it is against Jewish tradition or because she was an adulteress?  No!  He first shared the 
Good News, then she shared it with her townspeople - the whole town came to believe because she shared the 
‘Good News with them. . . 
 From the worldview, this concept of love is utter nonsense!  But from God’s view, this makes perfect 
sense.  Paul further expands on the explanation of this type of agape ‘‘love’ in 1 Corinthians 13.  My favorite verse 
in this passage is verse 7, “[Love] bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”  Kathy 
and I thought it was important enough to have it (1 Corinthians 13:7) engraved insider our wedding rings.  
 As I’ve said before , we should always remember that first, we need to be a disciple of Jesus, and only 
then can we make disciples.  We need to first love God before we can truly love our neighbors.  We need to live 
our lives in a way that makes being a follower of Jesus attractive to those around us.  That’s all the evidence we 
ever need. 
 In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Amen.                                                                                      
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District Co- 

 

    Joe Amend 
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Otterbein UMC, Vision of Hope UMC, and RISE United Methodist Faith Community are beginning a new busi-

ness to benefit people re-entering the general public from prison.  Just Love Coffee and Tea is the new business that 
opened on Monday, September 16, at 2 Court Square in Harrisonburg.  Proceeds from this business will go to-

ward a re-entry program, JUST LOVE INITIATIVE, to support ex-offenders as they become accustomed to life outside of 
prison.  Just Love Coffee and Tea business will provide customers a variety of coffees and teas.  You are welcome and 

encouraged to go by this coffee and tea shop and support this important ministry. 

Building a Dementia Friendly Church: 
 

United Methodist Women of Manor Memorial UMC con-

ducted a program on Saturday morning, August 17, 2019 

in Farrow Hall at the church.  The presenter and special 

guest was Mrs. Martha Stokes, Director of Church and 

Community Relations, Pinnacle Living, (formerly known 

as Virginia United Methodist Homes, Inc.), Glen Allen, 

VA.  Martha shared lots of information about what De-

mentia Friendly Churches are called to do: in short, to be 

accessible and inclusive towards people with dementia and 

their care partners and work in partnership with other local 

organizations to help create a dementia friendly commu-

nity at large.  Churches can also train members and friends on how to start conversations and more easily in-

teract and visit with person who have developed dementia.  Many resources were shared for individuals, 

clergy and laity that are available in print, video and Internet. 
 

Twenty-three persons attended this informative session from Manor Memorial UMC, Luray UMC, First UMC 

in Timberville, Winchester District, and Reformation Lutheran Churches. 
 

We were all invited to become a Dementia Friend (https://dementiafriendsusa.org/) which gives people an un-

derstanding of dementia and the small things we can do that make a difference.  Contact Martha Stokes, 804-

474-8718, mstokes@pinnacleliving.org or Charles Wickham, 804-347-8391, cwickham@pinnacleliving.org  

to arrange one-hour information sessions which are beneficial for congregational care teams, UMW and UMM 

groups as well as for ushers, greeters and other hospitality volunteers. 

Encounter Offerings amounts will be used for the School Kits expenses. 
 
 

Sarah’s Encounter, Saturday, September 14, Strasburg UMC:  $699.65 
 

Nicodemus’ Encounter, Saturday, September 21, Manor Memorial UMC $714.00 
 

Mary Magdalene’s Encounter, Saturday, September 28, Mt. Tabor UMC $697.00 



                Harrisonburg District Fall Encounters 
 

The Encounters are in progress!  They began on September 14th with Sarah’s Encounter at Strasburg UMC, fol-
lowed by Nicodemus’ Encounter on September 21st and Mary Magdalene’s Encounter on September 28th.  We 

have had 3 Encounters in September and pictures are shared on other pages in this newsletter.   There are a number of important 
reminders for the Encounters yet to be held: 
 

1. There will be a Mission Practicum as one of the segments of your Encounter.  We will be building school kits for UMCOR.  The 
cost of this project for all 7 of the Encounters is $9,000.  The district plans on covering 1/3 of the cost of materials.  We ask that 
the charges collect an offering in churches to make up the difference.  We estimate $100 per charge should cover the expenses.  
Of course, increased generosity will be greatly appreciated.  These funds/gifts will be gathered at the worship services in the 
morning and afternoon sessions of the Encounters. 

2. Another segment of the Encounter will be a Leadership Practicum developed from Kouzes and Posner’s The Leadership Chal-
lenge.  This is a very down to earth beneficial leadership experience for clergy and laity alike.  (This Leadership Practicum will 
take place of the Leadership Training Event after District Conference.)  

3. Charge Conference will be an additional component of the Encounters. All Charge Conference forms need to be entered on 
the EVC (Equipping Vital Congregations) on the conference website 10 days prior to your individual Charge Conference 
at the Encounter. For those pastors/charges who have self-identified they cannot meet this deadline 10 days prior to their En-
counter (or if pastors/churches fail to meet this CC form deadline), they will attend a make-up session on November 6th at Wood-
stock UMC at 7:00 p.m.   

4. Remember there is a covered dish lunch at 12:00 noon-1:00 p.m. for morning and afternoon Encounter attendees.  Each 
person attending is invited to bring a dish to share.  The district will provide fried chicken.  The host church needs to identify an 
organization or individual to coordinate the meal activities.  The host church will provide place settings such as plates, knives, 
forks, spoons, and napkins as well as serving utensils, and drinks.   

5. In addition to the sanctuary and  fellowship hall, each host church will provide 3 appropriately sized and accessible classrooms. 
6. The Morning Ministry Encounter will begin at 9:30 a.m. with a brief worship (Holy Communion) service and introduction, fol-

lowed by the charge conference session, leadership practicum and the missional practicum on a rotation basis.  The morning 
Ministry Encounter will close around 1:00 p.m. after the covered dish lunch.  The Afternoon Ministry Encounter begins at 12:00 
noon and ends at 3:30 p.m.; from 12:00 noon-1:00 p.m. the afternoon Encounter will share lunch and fellowship with the morning 
Encounter participants.  The afternoon Ministry Encounter will repeat the rotation process and will close with a worship and com-
munion service.   

7. The Ministry Encounters are a new way of providing fellowship, worship, training, and administration.  Realizing Saturdays in the 
fall are full of competing activities and responsibilities, one half of a Saturday seems a reasonable commitment. 
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Fall Encounters 
Dates, Locations & Times 

Charges/Churches 
[Encounter Exchanges have been updated in bold letters!] 

HANNAH’S ENCOUNTER 

Saturday, October 12, Asbury UMC 

8 Charges (8 churches) 

 

9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Asbury 

Mt. Zion (Mt. Solon) 

Keezletown 

Vision of Hope 

12:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Clover Hill 

Mt. Horeb 

Otterbein 

RISE 



BARTIMAEUS’ ENCOUNTER 

Saturday, October 19, Bridgewater UMC 

7 Charges (8 churches) 

 

9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Bethany 

Bridgewater 

McGaheysville 

12:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Mt. Crawford Charge:   Mt. Crawford & Mt. Sidney 

Port Republic 

St. James 

Sangerville 

ELIJAH’S ENCOUNTER 

Saturday, October 26, Evangelical UMC 

9 Charges (17 churches) 

 

9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Blue Ridge Charge:  Furnace, Hensley, Jollett & Mt. Pleasant 

Elkton 

Evangelical 

Grottoes 

St. Paul 

12:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Dayton 

Massanutten Charge:  East Point, Mt. Zion, St. Peter’s & Trinity 

Shenandoah Charge:  Christ & Fields 

Shenandoah Circuit:  Grove Hill & Oak Grove 

ANANIAS’ ENCOUNTER 

Saturday, November 2, Verona/Aisle 7  UMC 

8 Charges (12 churches) 

 

9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Annex-Crimora Charge:  Annex & Crimora 

Harriston-Mt. Bethel Charge:  Harriston & Mt. Bethel 

Singers Glen Charge: Cherry Grove & Donovan Memorial 

John Wesley 

12:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

New Hope 

Parnassus 

Verona/Aisle 7 

Weyers Cave 
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October 1 (Tuesday)-Partners in Ministry [PiM], Otterbein 
UMC, 9:00 am*  

October 4-5  (Fri-Sat)-LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY, Manor 
Memorial UMC-New Market* 

October 12 (Saturday)-Hannah’s Encounter, Asbury UMC, 
9:30 am-1:00 pm; 12:00 noon-3:30 pm* 

October 14 (Monday)-Deadline for Lay Members-at-Large 
forms to be in to the District Office 

October 14 (Monday)-District Reports for District 
Conference Booklet 

October 16 (Wednesday)-District Committee on the 
Ordained Ministry, District Office, 9:00 am 

October 16 (Wednesday)-Lay Servant/Speaker Appreciation 
Dinner, New Hope UMC* 

October  19 (Saturday)-Bartimaeus’ Encounter, Bridgewater 
UMC, 9:30 am-1:00 pm; 12:00 noon-3:30 pm* 

October 20 (Sunday)-Laity Sunday* 

October 24  (Thursday)-Clergy Day Apart with Bishop 
Lewis, Virginia State University Multi-Purpose Center, 20809 
2nd Avenue, Petersburg, VA, 9:30 am-1:30 pm* 

October 26 (Saturday)-Elijah’s Encounter, Evangelical 
UMC, 9:30 am-1:00 pm; 12:00 noon-3:30 pm* 

October 26 (Saturday)-Conference UMW Annual Meeting, 
Reveille UMC-Richmond* 

November 2  (Saturday)-Ananias’ Encounter, Verona 
UMC, 9:30 am-1:00 pm; 12:00 noon-3:30 pm* 

November 5  (Tuesday)-Partners in Ministry [PiM], John 
Wesley UMC, 9:00 am 

November 6 (Wednesday)-Charge Conference Make-Up 
Day, Woodstock UMC, 7:00 pm  

November 14 (Thursday)-5 Talent Academy, Satellite 
location:  Bridgewater UMC, 8:30 am-4:30 pm* 

November 17 (Sunday)-DISTRICT CONFERENCE, 
Otterbein UMC, 3:00 p.m. 

November 20 (Wednesday)-District Committee on the 
Ordained Ministry, District Office, 9:00 am 

November 21 (Thursday)-District Council on Minis-
tries, District Office, 7:00 pm 

November 27 (Wednesday)-
VUMCenter-Glen Allen & Harrison-
burg District Office closes at 1:00 p.m. 
for Thanksgiving Observance 

November 28-29 (Thurs-Fri)-
VUMCenter-Glen Allen & Harrisonburg District Office 
closed for Thanksgiving Observance 
 

 

* Denotes related  article elsewhere in this newsletter 

                                              UMM News: 
 

The District UMMen had a very successful Fall Dinner and Rally on Thursday, September 19, at Furnace UMC.  A big crowd en-
joyed a delicious meal and heard a presentation by the Rev. Dr. Steven J. Summers, Winchester District Superintendent. 
 

Upcoming Events for the District UMW:  
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend! 

 

The Harrisonburg District UMW Annual Meeting will  be held on Thursday, October 10, 7:00 p.m. at Keezle-
town UMC.  The speaker will be the UMC Social Action Coordinator, Karen McElfish.  Karen and our District 
UMW Conference Social Action Coordinator, Laura Douglass, will be providing special music.  All units, please 
plan to attend. 

 

The VA Conference UMW Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, October 26, at Reveille UMC in Richmond.  Plan to join us celebrate our 
150 Anniversary with our speaker Harriet Jane Olson, Chief Executive Office for the United Methodist Women.  Registration fee is $15.00 which 
includes lunch.  You have an option for dinner and a program on Friday evening, October 25, and staying at the Holiday Inn Express on Friday 
night. Hotel information and directions are included on the registration form. 
 

Our final Executive Committee meeting for 2019 will be Thursday, November 7, at Elkton UMC, 7:00 p.m.  All members, please plan to attend 
 

On Saturday, November 9, the District UMW will hold their “Looking Ahead Together” program at Luray UMC at 9:00 a. m.  We will have up-
dates and information for 2020 and our racial justice program which will be presented by Rev. Costella Forney, pastor of John Wesley UMC. She 
will be speaking on Mass Incarceration.  The Luray UMW will be providing breakfast.  Please plan on joining us. 
                                                                                                 Sharon Harold, District UMW President, 540-879-2270 or sharold714@aol.com 

 

The Partners in Ministry [PiM] will meet on Tuesday, October 1, at Otterbein 
UMC, 9:00 a.m.  A program on “Clergy Self-Care”  will be presented by Rev. Adam 
Blagg, Rev. Erich Bennett, and Rev. Laura Stratton.  Pastors, please note: PiM 
monthly meetings are being scheduled for Tuesdays (instead of Mondays) for the 
remaining months of 2019 and for 2020.                                PiM Executive Officers                                                                                          

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjqqfTZoMvjAhXMct8KHd-pBiUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mzumc.org%2Funited-methodist-women%2F&psig=AOvVaw0CD19oKwCuqjcETPmo3F3c&ust=1563978647145616
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The Annual Lay Servants Appreciation Dinner will be held on Wednesday, Octo-

ber 16, 6:30 p.m., at New Hope United Methodist Church in New Hope, VA. Each 

Lay Servant may bring one guest.  Please RSVP by October 2nd to either Dale Dodrill, 

770-402-0752, hdumc.layservants@hotmail.com or Brenda Woods, 540-433-2382, 

harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org This is a time of great fellowship, music, and wor-

ship.  Mark your calendar now and plan to attend.  Information has been mailed to each Lay Servant.                                                                

                                                                         MISSION CENTRAL NEWS 
                                                 Check out our new website prepared by Bev Earman:   
                                            http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/  

 

On October 10th, Mission Central will be open ONE YEAR in our new building.  Thank you to all our 
churches for your support.  Your interaction has helped to bring God’s love to many families.  Our 
Children’s Play area staffed by Sharon Harold and Mary Eaton is a wonderful example.  This is the 
first place the children head when they come in and they don’t want to leave when it is time to go.  I know that the ac-
ceptance and kindness these children receive will make a difference in the lives of their families.  Mission Central is 
“Church” to many.  Please consider volunteering in this area.  On October 9th, we will begin offering winter clothes at 
Mission Central’s Children’s Clothes Closet.  This will be a busy time and we can always use help.  Blessings to all. 
                                                                                                                                    Blessings, Artie Frederick, 208-7669 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Medical Equipment Loaner Closet for Caring is becoming more and more a resource for per-
sons who need medical equipment for short or long term assistance.  Our loaner closet depends on 
you to help make it possible with your donations of equipment, supplies and money.  I am always 
amazed at what we receive from the community and often at a time when that exact need is there.  
God’s grace abounds!  We continue to seek volunteers helping with hours we are open to the public as 
well as help in cleaning used equipment and delivery and set up of beds.  We continue to be open 

Mondays 9-11 AM and Thursdays 5-7 PM.   
                                        Please contact Delores Reid, 540-383-6112, if you are interested in helping or have questions.  

Visit Harrisonburg District on Facebook: Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 
 

 Harrisonburg District webpage:  www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

The Harrisonburg District Council on Ministries has scholarships available for those in Scouting.  If you have 
scouts, boys or girls, who would like to attend camping events but funds are limited, please contact the District 
Office to apply for a scholarship!   

One of our district churches received communication from a law firm in California demanding an amount of money for post-
ing pictures of children posted on the church’s  Facebook page as well as their website in 2014.    At first, the church 
thought these requests were bogus, but upon further investigation, it was determined these allegations were not bogus, but 
real.  The law firm provided proof the pictures were theirs and in fact were used by the church. Please check you church 
websites and social media postings and make sure the information posted does not incur possible copyright violations. 

Sympathy is extended to Rev. Bob Talbott and Rev. Carrie Talbott and their family on the death of Bob’s mother, 
Patricia Ann (Honaker) Talbott, who passed away on Monday, September 23, 2019.  Services were held on Friday, 
September 27, in Talcott, WVA.   Bob is the Associate Pastor at Asbury UMC in Harrisonburg and Carrie is the Pas-
tor of St. James UMC at Pleasant Valley. 
 

Mrs. Dorothy Ricketts Barbour passed away on August 13, 2019, in Huntsville, Alabama, at the age of 102.  She served as a 
diaconal minister and deaconess in the Virginia Conference.  Survivors include her son, the Rev. William A. Ricketts, a re-
tired elder on the Harrisonburg District.  Services were private. Sympathy is extended to the Ricketts family. 

Wesley Pilgrimage in England 2020:  This is an 11-Day Immersion in Wesleyan Spirituality, Mon-

day, July 27-Thursday, August 6, 2020, This pilgrimage will walk in the footsteps of John and Charles 
Wesley, visiting Epworth, Oxford, Bristol, London, City Road, and Salisbury.  The Wesley Pilgrimage is 
open to all lay and clergy leaders. Go to:  www.umcdiscipleship.org/WesleyPilgrimage  for additional de-
tails. This event qualifies for 3 Continuing Education Units.  A flyer is attached to the district newsletter. 
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Harrisonburg District on the web at 
www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

Harrisonburg District on Facebook at 
Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 

Virginia Conference on the web at 
www.vaumc.org 

                  
                    DISTRICT NEWS 

                      Harrisonburg District 
                     Virginia Annual Conference 
                 The United Methodist Church 

 

40 South Gate Court  ◊  Suite 101 
Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

 

Office Phone:  (540) 433-2382     
Call/Text DS:  (202) 285-5767 

 

Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez  
District Superintendent 

HarrisonburgDS@vaumc.org 
 

Rev.  Gordon K. Meriwether 
District Director of Congregational Vitality 

GordonMeriwether@vaumc.org 
 

Brenda Pack Woods 
 Administrative Assistant 

harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org 
 

    

 ENGAGE 2019:  COMMUNITY TRANSFORMATION  
 

             NOVEMBER 14, 2019  
 

   ALSO:  CLERGY PRE-EVENT - NOVEMBER 13, 2019  
                                                                  A day with Bishop Carter and colleagues   
                                                                  

                                                                  Register NOW:  www.vaumc.org/5Talent 
                                                         Woodlake UMC (Host site) + 11 Satellite Locations 
                                          [Bridgewater UMC is the Harrisonburg District satellite location.] 

 

General Conference Elected 

Clergy:          
General Conference Elected Laity:                

Tom Berlin Warren Harper 

Lindsey Baynham Martha Stokes 

Meredith McNabb Shirley Cauffman 

Rob Vaughn Darlene Amon 

Rhonda VanDyke Beth Christian 

Mark Ogren Alison Malloy 

Grace Sun-khil Han Marshall Bailey 

F. ELizabeth Givens Jill Gaynor 

Jason C. Stanley Joshua Blakely 

G. Kirk Nave Jacob Paysour 

Jonathan Page Mark Elder 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

The Reverend Dr. Victor R. Gómez, 
District Superintendent, will pre-
side over the District Conference. 

CONFERENCE NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

                    Join us in celebrating  

            Laity Sunday 
             “Therefore, Go!:  With HOPE Through Purpose” 

                      October 20, 2019 
Contact your District Lay Leader and  

Directors of Lay Servant Ministries for assistance. 
For additional resources, please visit: 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/laity-sunday1 

Holy Land with Bishop Lewis   
Feb 24 - March 4, 2020 

Join Bishop Sharma Lewis and the VA UMC Conference on this 10-Day 
journey where you will visit all the major sites, such as the Sea of Galilee, 
Mt. of Beatitudes, Jordan River, Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jerusalem and 
more with Educational Opportunities Tour. Go to this address http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/

tours/ hl20022420l#.XRI2yj9Kjm5 for a brochure and more information. 

Clergy Day Apart with Bishop Lewis:  All Virginia Confer-
ence clergy are invited to “Re-Calibrate,” a day apart ex-
perience to reconnect, celebrate and have a healing mo-
ment with Bishop Sharma D. Lewis.  The event will be 
held on Thursday, October 24, 2019, 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Location will be the Virginia State University Multi-
Purpose Center (20809 2nd Avenue, Petersburg, VA  
23803.  Clergy are asked to make this gathering a priority 

to attend whether they are active, retired, bi-vocational, extension minis-
ters, or supply pastors.  Information for this event is available by going to 
the conference website, www.vaumc.org, then Events, and click on the 
date of the event.  There is no cost to register.   

The Goodson Academy of Preaching presents a one-day 
event, “Preaching Through Troubling Times,”  with keynote 
speaker Rev. Dr. John W. Kinny.  The event will be held  
Monday, October 14, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Provi-
dence UMC in Chesterfield.   Cost for the day is $35, which 
includes lunch.  .5 CEU is available.  Contact Rev. Mandy 
Newman at mandynewman@vaumc.org or (757) 630-6518 
for additional information. 

UMFS offering materials:  United Methodist Family Services is the VA 
Conference designated offering for December.  This year UMFS is supply-

ing bulletin inserts and offering envelopes to assist churches with their 
offerings.  Please order by October 4.  Contact Jill Gaynor at 

jgaynor@umfs.org or 804-254463 for details. 

http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl20022420l#.XRI2yj9Kjm5
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl20022420l#.XRI2yj9Kjm5

