
 

“But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very 
large, had been rolled away.” 

– Mark 16:4 (NIV) 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
A couple of years ago I went to the Holy Land on a pilgrimage, and one of the highlights was 
visiting the Garden Tomb, which is located right outside the walls of Old Jerusalem.  This is one 
site that claims to have the tomb where Jesus’ body was laid after he died.  It is also the place 
the women came and discovered that the tomb was empty and then they announced that Jesus 
Christ is risen. 
 
When I was in this holy place, I sat down on a bench right in front of 
the tomb, and began reflecting on this very passage of Mark 16:4 – 

“But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled 
away.”  A wooden door has been placed at the entrance of the tomb with a sign in English 
that reads: “HE IS NOT HERE, FOR HE IS RISEN.”  To me these are very powerful words, 
especially because right before I entered the tomb, these very words gave me, once again, 
the assurance of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Indeed, the tomb is empty and I as entered it, I was able to reflect further and imag-

ine the women being the first ones to experience the resurrection of our Lord.  What a sub-
lime experience!  They were the first ones to share the Good News, the Gospel of the resur-
rection. 

 
Later that day, just a few steps from the tomb, we celebrated Holy Communion, and 

I was asked by the group leader to officiate this holy sacrament.  As I was pronouncing the 
words of institution, as I was raising the chalice and the paten and breaking the bread, I felt a 

strange warmth in my heart.  It was the pouring 
out of the Holy Spirit as we gathered right outside the tomb, and celebrated 
the Lord’s Table, and in the partaking of the Elements.   
 
As I reflect this moment, it is because of the empty tomb that I believe in 
the resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  In the Lord’s Supper, I am re-
minded that Christ died, that Christ is risen, but also that Christ will come 
again.  In the meantime, I am charged to share the Gospel of the resurrec-
tion and follow the example of the women at the tomb, especially in the 
midst of a world-wide pandemic.  This world so desperately needs the 
message of the Gospel; the message of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
The women that came to the tomb were sure that they would find the body 
inside.  They were still living the crucifixion that took place on the Friday 
before.  I imagine on that Sunday early morning, they were still weeping 
and grieving the death of Jesus.  But to their surprise the tomb was empty 
and Jesus was risen!  What a wonderful way to wake up in the morning 
and be on Easter Sunday.  We are Easter People.  We live the resurrection 
of our Lord Jesus Christ for HE IS NOT HERE, FOR HE IS RISEN! 
 
May we be reminded, as the women who came to the tomb that in Jesus 
Christ, there is hope and there is the resurrection.  He is risen, indeed! 

In God’s Service, 

Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez    

 

       April 2021      Issue 48-4 
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Those Cold Marble Steps 

“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” (John 15: 12) 
 

I was raised in the Roman Catholic tradition by a mother who expected and got respect for the church, 
its ways and sacraments, especially from her two sons, and that meant we were destined to be altar 
boys, kneeling on those cold marble altar steps through countless daily and Sunday masses. From the 
time we were old enough to ride our bikes to church until we discovered girls and other more enter-
taining use of our kid time, we were put to the service of the church and those cold marble steps. 
 
Those white marble steps that wrapped around the altar were always bone-chilling cold and hard.  But 
what I most remember about this worship is being at the foot of the of the crucified Christ who hung 

most indigently above the altar. If not for the cross and other images of the saints, this time of lonely holy service would 
have been unbearable.  On the other side of the cross was the statue of his mother, Mary, and his father, Joseph. I 
spent this time on my knees in conversation with this holy family. Some would say that these statues evoked forbidden 
idolatry, but I would argue that these images of the traumatized family taught me to 
pray, to wonder what their world was like, to consider what the loss of a Son to the 
torture and injustice of the Roman cross meant to his mother. Without these stat-
ues, without these thoughts, the 30 minutes or so on my knees, every mass would 
have been agonizingly painful and boring. My conversations turned into prayers. 
Mary, the mother of Jesus received most of my attention…I picked her as my con-
duit to God.  She would certainly understand what a boy of ten was going through.  
If needed, I knew that she would intercede for me with God…. 
 
Throughout the service my mind would wander to the pre-adolescent crisis of the 
day or just a day dream…but Mary was there always to pull me back…to get my 
attention and focus…I wondered if that was how she crafted this Son of God in his 
early days? Somehow, with her help, Jesus got through the worries of “kid-dom” 
and adolescence to face the world of his call, and if I could just focus, I, too, could 
get through growing up and maybe even survive these cold marble steps. This fo-
cus meant looking to the young man hanging on the cross before me. 
 
Seeing the depiction of the life-size body nailed to this wooden cross without regard 
to his suffering and pain simultaneously fascinated and terrorized me. How could 
so much hate be rendered to such a loving, caring man?  Would God really send 
his only Son to walk among us...to renew God’s covenant with his people, just to be 
betrayed by friends and die such a scornful and painful death…If the Son of God is offered up this way for sins of hu-
mankind, what does this portend for those of us in ministry; what price are we to pay?  In reflection, all that time on my 
knees on those cold marble steps taught me to be in holy conversation with God every day of my life. For the 60 years 
since I have been in this conversation, maybe not as much as I should, but I have always known the companionship and 
love of God was there ready for a talk. Now in the autumn of my days looking to the Cross, I take ownership, for this, too, 
is my cross that I am called to lift high.   
 
In all those years since I learned to pray on those cold marble steps, the cross has become personal, mine to carry. In 
the cross I still see sacrifice, pain, anger, hate, violence, shame, disappointment, humiliation, and loss, as I did when I 
was ten years old, but now all of this is covered in love. The cross has taken on an aura of love, a symbol of God ’s love 
for me, for us.  This shouldn’t be a surprise. From the beginning of our story as a people, God’s love has been offered at 
every turn. From the Prophet Isaiah, “For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love 
shall not depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,” says the Lord, who has compassion on 
you” (Isaiah 54: 10), and from the words of Jesus, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 
 
This day, the cross I cherish is not about hate or fear, or pain, or anguish.  The only imprint this cross bears is the love of 
God for each of us, for those who walk the streets and fields of our communities, for both sinners and saints….this cross 
is about God’s love for me, for you, and for all of God’s children….All of them.  
 
This Love Cross calls us forward into a world of hurt and despair to carry forward the cross, to lift it high proclaiming the 
good news to all who will listen, “He lives!”…and for us today, this cross will make a difference in your life… 
 
So, my sisters and brothers, let us take up the cross, not in suffering and distress, but in everlasting love…for that is how 
it is offered… 

“Then he said to them all: ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross  
daily and follow me.’” (Luke 9: 23) 

 

May the Love Cross lead us to climb those cold marble steps in the love of Christ.  
                                                                                                                                So Be It. Your Brother in Christ, Gordon 
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The zoom link will be sent out to pastors. 
 
With General Conference being delayed 

until 2022, there are several important 

things happening this year.  General Con-

ference delegate, Jill Gaynor, will share 

more details on why General Conference 

was delayed, what’s happening this year 

and a summary of the major issues coming before General Conference. 

DISTRICT CALENDAR 
 

April 1 (Thursday) Lay Servant Polity 
Class - taught by Rev. Dr. Victor 

 
April 1 and 2 (Thursday and Friday)  
VUMCenter & Harrisonburg District 
Office closed at 1 p.m. on Thursday 
and Good Friday 
April 4 (Sunday)  EASTER SUNDAY 
April 6 (Tuesday)  PiM Meeting via 
Zoom  - 9:30 a.m.* 
April 8 (Thursday) Lay Servant Polity 
Class - taught by Rev. Dr. Victor 

April 10, 11 (Saturday-Sunday) RAM 
Clinic at Rockingham County Fair-
grounds* 
April 14 (Wednesday)  Clergy Ethics 
Training via Zoom (must register)* 
April 18 (Sunday)  ANNOUNCEMENT 
SUNDAY FOR PASTORAL MOVES 
April 19 (Monday) Clergy Check In 
and Prayer Time via Zoom 
April 21 (Wednesday) Great Commu-
nity Give!  (Donate to Kingsway Pris-
on)* 
April 22 (Thursday)  Clergy Ethics 
Training via Zoom (must register)* 
April 22 (Thursday) 

June 1 (Tuesday)  Clergy Evaluations 
due in the District Office 
June 18 - 19 (Friday-Saturday) -  

 
All events are subject to change.     

 
* Denotes related article  

HARRISONBURG DISTRICT CALENDAR     APRIL 2021                                                       PAGE 3 

 
Local Church Treasurers please note! All Askings, Mail, Bills,  
Payments, etc. should now be mailed to the District Office. 

 
 Harrisonburg District Office 

 40 South Gate Court, Suite 101 
 Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

 
The Harrisonburg District Treasurer, Jo Ann Liskey, has moved!  Please note her 
new address, effective April 6, 2021. 
 

 Jo Ann Liskey 
 210 Virginia Avenue 

 Apartment 231 
 Bridgewater, VA  22812 

 Cell Number  540-820-1429 
              Email:  jaliskey12@gmail.com 

 
This notice does not pertain to any mailings that are Conference related, such 

as District and Conference apportionments  
or any other items. Please continue to mail them to: 

 
The Virginia United Methodist Center 

P. O. Box 5606 
Glen Allen, VA  23058-5606 

 
The District Office has a new email address!  All email communication to the 
office should now be sent to: 
 

View and download for use in your Easter services!  This was an amazing expe-

rience bringing together over 400 singers from different countries, congrega-

tions and several from our very own Harrisonburg District!  “Thine Be  the Glory” 

is an Easter celebration hymn that transcends time and 

cultures!                      CLICK HERE TO WATCH   Watch & Download  

https://umcdiscipleship.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=756434a4416d9bc710b1f7cfe&id=1bdc0d5e56&e=21ab33f49b


 

 

 
 

 

Even though the COVID pandemic has limited in-person classes and meetings, four students have suc-
cessfully completed the in-class portion of the Basic Class.  Seven students have also successfully com-
pleted the in-class portion of the Spiritual Gifts Class.  Both classes were held on March 20th.   An addi-
tion, fourteen students are currently enrolled in the on-going UMC Polity Class.  All classes are being 
conducted via Zoom.  It’s not necessary to have a computer (though it helps); you can dial in from your 
phone.  
 
After Easter, we will be compiling the list of 2021 Fall Lay Servant Training classes (to be presented via 
Zoom).  The dates and times are still to be determined.  
 
These classes are open to anyone who would like to take them.  Generally, there is a book to read be-
fore the class starts and some kind of an end-of-course evaluation to complete to successfully finish the 
class. 
 
If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me at the email or phone number listed below. 
 

BECAUSE HE LIVES, UMH #364 
God sent his Son, they called him Jesus;  

             he came to love, heal, and forgive;  
              he lived and died to buy my pardon,  

                an empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives.  
 

                   Because he lives, I can face tomorrow;  
              because he lives, all fear is gone;  

              because I know he holds the future,  
          and life is worth the living just because he lives. 

                        Bill & Gloria Gaither 
 

Joe Amend <>< 
Harrisonburg District Lay Servant Committee 

Cell:  (301) 741-7633 
©Copyright 1989 the United Methodist Publishing House                                                                                                   joe.amend3@gmail.com 

All laity are  
Lay Servants  
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The promise of spring is beginning to be so evident. Spring, to me, is a season of new be-
ginnings. Plans start to take shape and there is hope for freshness and renewal.  I felt that, 
recently, after our Spiritual Life Retreat. Our speaker, Melissa White, truly shared from her 
heart. We were able to let go of our “winter” stresses and share our “spring” hopes.  Our 
next UMW event is our “Evening Together” on April 22nd at 7:00 p.m. - via Zoom. Our 
guest speakers will present information about the newly organized women’s program at 

Gemeinschaft Home. This presentation offers highlights of this valuable local community mission. (Registration form is 
attached to this newsletter.) 
 
The Virginia Conference UMW Spiritual Life Retreat will be May 15, 2021 - via Zoom, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The 
speaker will be Rev. Ileana Rosario, pastor of Lower United Methodist Church. (conference registration form to follow) 
 
The next District Executive Committee meeting will be on May 20, 2021- via Zoom. This provides an opportunity for 

units to share their stories and acts of mission. 
 
Yes, spring brings newness, hope and promise. United Methodist women continue to serve oth-
ers with that in mind. “Be faithful in small things because it is in them that your strength lies.”- 
Mother TeresaBarbara Phillips, District UMW President  

(grammybp@gmail.com)  
Cell 383-9972 / Home 896-7664 

 
 

Robin E. Powell, former District Lay Leader on the Staunton District, died March 

19, 2021.  She served the Local Church, the District and the Conference. She was buried at Fellowship 
UMC cemetery. 

mailto:grammybp@gmail.com


 
Save the date April 21, 2021! 
Kingsway Prison and Family Outreach will be par-
ticipating in the Great Community Give. Check it 
out at Kingswayoutreach.org and the Kingsway 
Prison and Family Outreach Facebook page as 
well as #GREATCOMMUNITYGIVE. Giving takes 
place from 6:30 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.  
 
We will be competing with other non-profits for 
prizes. Special prizes for the largest number of 
donors in a specific hour and other special times. 
Our volunteer on this project is Julia Greene. You 
can message her on Kingsway's 
Facebook page or info@kingswayoutreach.org. 
                                                     Louise Jennings 
(The Kingsway Spring Banner Newsletter is  
attached to this newsletter.) 

                                     

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Readings for April 2021 
 

Bishop Lewis has been encouraging the clergy and laity of the Virginia Conference to read the 
Bible in a year since 2017. Each year has featured a different way of reading. 
 
Tips on reading the Bible daily: 
 
 Start reading the Bible today. 
 Set aside a specific time and place each day.  Set your schedule and then stick to it.   
 Mornings are great, but feel free to use any time that works consistently in your  
             schedule. 
 Get a good study Bible to help illuminate the meaning of the original Hebrew, Aramaic, 
             and Greek text 
 Choose a translation to use during your reading. 
 Say a short prayer to God before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom 
             and understanding. 
 Dive in and enjoy the richness of God’s Word!  Apply God’s Word to your life.   
              
Bible study should be practiced and applicable.  These seven steps will help you begin a  
journey to becoming a “lifelong learner” of God’s Word.    
 
Join in 2021 and commit to reading the Bible all the way through Genesis-Revelation in one year. 
You can access the daily readings  
by clicking here conference website or BibleGateway.com. 
  
[resource:  http://www.vaumc.org/pages/bishop-Lewis/biblechallenge] 

From the Bishop 
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 2017 - read the Bible straight through 

 2018 - read the Bible chronologically 

 2019 - read the Bible in a blended style; a mixture of Old Testament readings  
       and New Testament each day. 

 2020 - read the Bible with a thematic reading plan 

 2021 - read the Bible straight through from Genesis -  Revelation 
 

Click here to view/save 2021 challenge in pdf 

April 1 1 Samuel 18-20 
April 2 1 Samuel 21-24 
April 3 1 Samuel 25-27 
April 4 1 Samuel 28-31 
April 5 2 Samuel 1-3 
April 6 2 Samuel 4-7 
April 7 2 Samuel 8-12 
April 8 2 Samuel 13-15 
April 9 2 Samuel 16-18 
April 10 2 Samuel 19-21 
April 11 2 Samuel 22-24 
April 12 1 Kings 1-2 
April 13 1 Kings 3-5 
April 14 1 Kings 6-7 
April 15 1 Kings 8-9 
April 16 1 Kings 10-11 
April 17 1 Kings 12-14 
April 18 1 Kings 15-17 
April 19 1 Kings 18-20 
April 20 1 Kings 21-22 
April 21 2 Kings 1-3 
April 22 2 Kings 4-5 
April 23 2 Kings 6-8 
April 24 2 Kings 9-11 
April 25 2 Kings 12-14 
April 26 2 Kings 15-17 
April 27 2 Kings 18-19 
April 28 2 Kings 20-22 
April 29 2 Kings 23-25 
April 30 1 Chronicles 1-2 

 
This clinic provides medical, dental and vision check ups and care 
and is held in conjunction with the local health department. Persons 
seeking care should come early as they will only be serving 400 
people and it is FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE. Anyone who needs 
the services can come to the parking lot at Rockingham County 
Fairgrounds, which will be open to those who want to wait in their 
cars starting at midnight on Friday night. All services will be offered 
completely free of charge, and more information can be found at 
http://www.ramusa.org/. 
 
Thank you to all who have already volunteered to help and also do-
nated food and money to help with this needed service. Our local 
church UMW groups have provided donations and some volunteers! 
 
In a season of national 
stress, this RAM Clinic 
offers a straightforward 
opportunity to love our 
neighbors and do good 
to those who need help. 
Let's continue to make 
our valley distinctive be-
cause we walk the talk. 

https://dandist.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=10c84b36b5e5f8cf7c502d428&id=496b45293f&e=713b8604ee
https://dandist.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=10c84b36b5e5f8cf7c502d428&id=13c043bcff&e=713b8604ee
http://doc.vaumc.org/BishopLewis/2021BibleChallenge.pdf
http://doc.vaumc.org/BishopLewis/2021BibleChallenge.pdf


 

 
Blessings and happy Easter to all!  March has been a productive month, with more clients 
visiting than expected for the end of the winter season (45 families in the first two open days 
alone!).  We continue to welcome new families into our program, many, most recently, from 
Ethiopia and Eritrea; very lovely people.  We expect a busy month in April as we begin to offer spring and summer 
clothes.   
 
 We continue to be blessed with generous donations, including 6 large boxes of brand-new PJs in all sizes 
from the Virginia Pajama Program, one of our very valuable partners in our mission.  Our clients bring in lovely clothes 
by the bagful, as well as their gently used baby equipment to share with others, as they continue to show their appre-
ciation for the help they have received.  And to all others who have donated clothing, diapers and financial support, 
we thank you deeply – there are just too many of you to name! 
 
 We are also very blessed to have wonderful volunteers, including teens -- both individuals and youth groups -- 
and even clients, who have offered to help with translation.  Behind the scenes, we are blessed with the support of 
some great guys who help with electrical issues and all manner of building and maintenance issues.  We are always 
interested in bringing in new volunteers.  If you have a few hours a week and are physically active, we may have just 
the job for you (Don’t let this get around, but we actually have a lot of fun, too)!  If you are interested, please call.  We 
will offer training as well as great companionship.  Sorry if I overused the word, “blessed,” this month, but if the shoe 
fits…. (Clothes Closet talk!)  
 
The facility is open to the public from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month 
and also open on the 2nd and 4th Thursday evenings from 5:00 p.m.  - 7:00 p.m.   
 

Donna Tinsley   703-472-8101 

 
Equipment for Caring is open 2 times a week (Mondays 9-11 a.m. and Thursdays 5-7 p.m.) and 
provides medical equipment and supplies to a variety of people from our local areas in Harrison-
burg and the counties of Rockingham, Page, Shenandoah and Augusta County. We are depend-
ent on volunteers and donations of equipment, supplies and money which helps us provide for 
the needs of those seeking help. We especially need size large adult pull-ups and shower chairs. 

We recently had a motorized wheel chair donated.  All donations are appreciated.  
 
A big thank you to the volunteers who faithfully help with cleaning of equipment and are available during the hours we 
are open for the public. God continues to be a part of this ministry and I remain amazed at where God has led us.  
 
Medical equipment available includes hospital beds, wheel chairs, bedside commodes, walkers, shower chairs and 
other equipment. Disposable items include adult diapers, pull-ups, bed pads and ostomy, catheter, oxygen and 
wound care supplies.  
 
If you have questions about donations or would like to volunteer, please contact me.  
                                                                                                                                           Delores Reid    540-383-6112 
Check us out on Facebook or our website. 

            www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com                    www.Harrisonburgdistrict.org/ministries  
 
SPECIAL NEED:  Equipment for Caring needs a laptop computer for their loaner closet with 

the plans to transition their records to it.  If anyone has one that is in good condition and can donate it, or  
can help with this need, it would be greatly appreciated.  Contact Delores Reid. 
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Physical location: 1704 Smithland Road,   
Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

Mailing address:  Post Office Box 2026,   
Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

 Website: http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/  

 

http://www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com
http://www.Harrisonburgdistrict.org/ministries


Great news! The final PPP Loan For-
giveness Form has finally been re-
leased. This “easy version” form now 
accommodates loans up to as much as 
$150,000.  

Click here to obtain a fillable form with instructions to the Credit Union website. 

From Sue MacTavish, District Librarian  
April 2021 featured item: 

 Mountaintop Moments:  
Meeting God in the High Places,  

by Ed Robb, 2019. 
 

Mountaintop moments—those moments when we experience the power, love, and 
grace of God in a way difficult to capture with words. They give us a sense of God's 
presence in our lives and often change our perspective of who God is and who we 
are.  
 
In this 6-week study,  Ed Robb connects personal mountaintop experiences in our spiritual life with 
the mountains in the Old and New Testament and the events related to this sacred places.  
Mountaintop Moments can be found in the Nurture/Spiritual Development section (bottom 
shelf) of the District Library.  We have the Book, Leader Guide, and DVD.   

Stop by the District Office and “check out” the Library.  Please remember to check out library items by signing 
the book card in pocket with your name and church and date – you may keep as long as you need – but remem-
ber to return when finished so that others may borrow.  Thanks,  Sue   
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CONFERENCE LAY LEADER SHARES A MESSAGE  
REFLECTING ON HOPE 
Conference Lay Leader Martha Stokes recently shared a letter reflecting on the start of a new year 
well as the hope of which clergy and laity in the Virginia Conference can take part. Read the full letter 
here: click on this link. 

UMCOR US DISASTER RESPONSE AND RECOVERY 
Advance # 901670 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) responds to natural or civil disasters of such magnitude that they 
overwhelm a community’s ability to recover on its own. Through UMCOR, United Methodists extend loving care to peo-
ple within the United States. When disaster strikes, it is local churches that provide the first response to their communi-
ties. This basic understanding—that disaster response is local—forms the foundation for UMCOR’s U.S. disaster training 
and response.  
  
You may send a check to the Virginia Conference (PO Box 5605, Glen Allen, VA 23058) earmarked Advance #901670 
to assist people in Texas and other states. Or you may make an online donation at https://advance.umcor.org/p-620-
umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx  
  
Specific questions about this Advance project may be directed to Lara S. Martin at lmartin@umcor.org 
  

https://www.tumcu.org/paycheck-protection-program-ppp-forgiveness/?utm_source=&utm_medium=&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=C:/Users/Debbie%20Creech/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://vaumc.org/cll/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=e-advocate-March-16-2021
https://advance.umcor.org/p-620-umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx
https://advance.umcor.org/p-620-umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx
mailto:lmartin@umcor.org


The Council of Bishops of the United Methodist Church met on March 22nd in an additional meeting 
to consider pressing matters related to the Council’s work.  After much conversation, the bishops 
reached a decision that in the best interest of the church at this time, they would cancel the Special 
Session of the General Conference which was set for May 8, 2021.  They will dedicate their regularly 

scheduled April meeting to conversation based on results of listening sessions that are occurring and discern a possible 
need for a new timeline toward GENERAL CONFERENCE 2020 set for August 29 – September 6, 2022 in Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

In releasing this TAM (Technical Assistant Manual) revision, the Mission and Ministry work group considers the Annual 
Conference to be at Stage 2.2, with Stage 3 representing the point at which a ‘new normal’ has arrived. The work group 
will continue to monitor and make modifications as the conference moves to that stage.  This latest update (03-24-21) 
addresses non-worship gatherings. (Page 24)  Churches that update their plans as a result of these changes should 
resubmit their plans to the District Superintendent. 
 

You may read the latest update on the Technical Assistance Manual (TAM)  
- updated March 24, 2021 by clicking here:   

Technical Assistant Manual for Local Churches—03-24-21  (PDF)  
or visit  Return to In-Person Worship page 

 
To see the latest updates on:  

Easter Egg Hunts, Mission Trips, Vacation Bible School,  
click here to visit the conference website at https://vaumc.org/mm/ 

 

 
As you have probably read, the Quadrennial Clergy Ethics Training: The Minister as Moral Theologian, with Dr. Sondra 
Wheeler is coming to an end this spring. Dr. Wheeler is a world-class scholar and a notably engaging presenter.  
 
Due to concerns regarding the COVID-19 pandemic, the in-person sessions of the Minister as Moral Theologian ethics 
training are cancelled. In light of the on-going gathering restrictions, this event has been adapted into a series of asyn-
chronous and synchronous video sessions. Participants will register for the live video training date that is most conven-
ient and will complete the asynchronous video portions prior to attending that session. Clergy in districts where this 
training did not travel to, or clergy who were not able to attend a local training event, now have the opportunity to partici-
pate without the restriction of travel. 
 
Click here for more information or to register. The live event begins at 9:30am and concludes at 12:30pm. There is a 
registration fee of $10 and participants are awarded 0.5 CEU for full participation in both synchronous and asynchro-
nous parts of the training.    
           The final two dates for this training are:  Wednesday, April 14, 2021 and Thursday, April 22, 2021 
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This training event is posted on the Virginia Conference website at https://vaumc.org/laity-district-
and-conference-training/ 
  
The Rappahannock River District is pleased to offer three Lay Servant Classes via Zoom on May 
1st, 8th and 15th from 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. noon.  You must attend all 3 sessions to re-
ceive credit for the class. The classes are open to all districts.  (See Flyer attached to this newslet-
ter.)  If you have any questions, please contact our Director of Lay Servant Ministries, Pastor Kevin 
Elmore at kevinelmore@vaumc.org.  

 

              Basic             United Methodist Polity           Leading Worship 
 

https://doc.vaumc.org/Return/TAM.pdf
https://vaumc.org/return/
https://vaumc.org/mm/
http://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/269796
https://dandist.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=10c84b36b5e5f8cf7c502d428&id=5aaad35001&e=713b8604ee
https://dandist.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=10c84b36b5e5f8cf7c502d428&id=5aaad35001&e=713b8604ee
mailto:kevinelmore@vaumc.org
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In an effort to save money, the conference is asking clergy and lay members to the virtual 2021 An-
nual Conference session if they would like to opt-out of receiving a mailed, hard copy of the Book of 
Reports. It will be placed on the conference website in PDF format to view/download and/or print 
If you still want to receive a hard copy by mail, you don’t need to do anything. Please fill out the form 
at the link only if you DO NOT want to have a Book of Reports mailed to you.  
Deadline to fill out this form is April 2, 2021. Fill out form... 

Our Conference Mission is focused on uniting our efforts to help local ministries around the districts.  
This year's mission project is called "Community Cans & Kits." You are probably already familiar with 
the "Kits for Conference" and the "Cans 4 Conference." Since we will not be coming 
together in one place this year, and due to the fact that "Mission Central 
(Mechanicsburg PA)" cannot receive as may kits as we normally bring them due to 
volunteer limitations and a full warehouse, a collaboration with the "Serving Office" at 
the Virginia Conference Center, the Kits for Conference coordinator, the Order of 
Deacons, and mission representatives from the 16 districts have decided to seek lo-
cal partners to share Hygiene Kits, School Kits, and the canned food drive 
. 
From 2:00 - 4:00p.m. on June 19 - Following the conclusion of Day 2 of Annual 
Conference Business, each church on the Harrisonburg district is invited to 
help contribute to the collection of Hygiene Kits, School Kits and canned/ non-

perishable food items (food items must be in date). by bringing them to designated drop off sites. 
 
 At this time, you can follow the basic kit instructions that have been provided by UMCOR for the hygiene and school 

kits. 
 More information will be provided about volunteering at the drop off locations, and where the locations will be in the 

near future. 
 Please use this information as an encouragement to begin kit production and canned food drives in your local 

churches. 
 If you know of a homeless shelter, or a school partnership or tutoring program or ministry in your area that we 
could make contact with, please send the information to Rev. Posey so that he can begin compiling a district ministry 
partner list to contact. 
 
Please respond directly to Rev. Posey, instead of the District Office.  Please see contact information below to share any 
local contacts or if you have any questions that need clarifying. 

Rev. Brian Posey, Pastor, Grottoes UMC, Conference Mission Project Team Leader, Harrisonburg District - Mission Coordinator 
Email:  brianposey@vaumc.org    

Cell Phone:  (540) 236-2472  (Call or text)   Office Phone: (540) 249-4239 (leave a message after 

ACTIVE CLERGY MUST REPORT TO CONFERENCE SECRETARY IF NOT  
ATTENDING ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Rev. Joshua King will be the Annual Conference Secretary for the upcoming conference in June and reminds you if you 
will not be attending (virtually), you need to send him a letter with a reason for your absence to:   
Rev. Joshua King, PO Box 487, Purcellville, VA  20134 

     VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
           JUNE 18-19, 2021  VIRTUAL 

 

 
The 2021 Virginia Annual Conference, “United As One,” will be a virtual event 
held June 18-19 with the Lumi platform. The guiding Scripture of John 
17:20-23 (NRSV). The business of the Annual Conference will be limited to Fri-
day, June 18. Worship services and other opportunities will be conducted 
on Saturday, June 19.   
 
Annual Conference members should let the district know if they have concerns 
about their ability to connect and interact in a virtual Annual Conference session. 
With this advance notice, districts, together with the conference office, can best 
assist members in the coming months. Members can expect practice sessions 
closer to the June session to test their devices and learn about the Lumi plat-
form. 

http://url2167.vaumc.org/ls/click?upn=B6Q-2F9zlN7-2FFcFGjHdVkEkgpyHorge-2BhQtJD538AzQCf0QTA-2ByIU2TgS5v6F0hmKWjsPGjL85R1rRHgElA8aLdeg10T1F8ViplQ-2FDmQcXgdKuPHz1GVUVoDm04oo20NLzx8HLOgfAYyLeJJfxNlZXRkVf8J51u3IUyM659aERhe9jvGXSvYdcuSlOumK-2F63kCcKjmk7VU2puQwWODQ
mailto:brianposey@vaumc.org
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VIDEO SERIES  
CURRICULUM FOCUSES ON  
RACE RELATIONS 
 

This is a video series designed to engage clergy 

and laity in authentic conversations about race and 

reconciliation. Learn more and access curriculum and videos at 

www.vaumc.org/racerelations.   
 

Videos available for viewing to date are:  
Video 1:  Old and New World Roots - Larry Jent 

Video 2: New World Slavery  - Judy Ledbetter 

Video 3:  Early Black Methodism -  Kim Young 

Video 4:  The Bible of Nat Turner  - Mark Person 
Video 5:  Civil War/Lost Cause -  Ben Campbell 

     Video 6: Jim Crow/ Women’s Suffrage -  Barbara Batson 
 

The Virginia Roots, Race, and Discipleship curriculum is a first step to ad-

dress racism in the Virginia Annual Conference of the United Methodist 

Church. This series includes participant’s guide, facilitator’s notes, a one-

minute introductory video for each episode.   The small group study encour-

ages participants to listen, learn, and engage in healthy dialogue about his-

tory, race, and discipleship. The goal is for all clergy and laity to 

acknowledge racism as a sin and take action to dismantle racism in our 

families, houses of worship, our community, and the workplace. 

CONVERGENCE PROGRAM AT RANDOLPH-
MACON COLLEGE 
Excitement for Convergence: A High School Youth Theology Institute at 
Randolph-Macon College is heating up! Don’t let your current 9th, 10th, or 
11th-grade students miss out on this phenomenal opportunity to explore the connection between Christian faith and 
mainstream science in a virtual classroom, laboratory, and outdoor experiences with Convergence 2021.  
 
Convergence 2021 will be held June 21-22, June 28-29, July 7, and July 25-28. All sessions are designed as stand-
alone events, and participants are encouraged to join in as many sessions as possible. Visit convergence.rmc.edu. to 
view this year’s schedule and topics. Thanks to a generous grant from the Lilly Endowment, all participants will benefit 
from a reduced cost for individual sessions or $265 per camper for all four sessions. Additionally, participants who com-
plete all four sessions and are accepted into Randolph-Macon will receive a $1,000 scholarship to the college. To nomi-
nate a participant, please click here to fill out the nomination form. When the nomination is received, the Convergence 
Staff will contact your nominee with further information.  
To apply for Convergence, please click here.  
 
For questions or additional information about the program, please contact 
Rev. Kendra Grimes or Jamie Grant at convergence@rmc.edu or  
(804) 752-7374. 

The Harrisonburg District 
Virginia Annual Conference 

of the United Methodist Church 
 

40 South Gate Court  Suite 101 
Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

 
540.433.2382  office phone 
202.285.5767 DS:  call/text 

 
Office Hours:  Monday - Friday 

900 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez 
District Superintendent 

HarrisonburgDS@vaumc.org 
 

Rev.  Gordon K. Meriwether 
District Director of Congregational Vitality 

GordonMeriwether@vaumc.org 
 

Deborah F. Creech 
 Executive Administrative Assistant 

DebbieCreech@vaumc.org 
 

Harrisonburg District on the web at 
www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

 
Harrisonburg District on Facebook at 

Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 
 

Virginia Conference on the web at 
www.vaumc.org 

SHARE YOUR VOICE - VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE BOARD OF  
COMMUNICATIONS NEEDS SURVEY 
Last year the conference Board of Communications offered technology grants to support local churches as they moved 
their worship services online. The grant program also included technology consultations. The board would like to expand 
on this initiative and identify other ways we can help local churches with their communications ministry. To help focus 
our work in the areas of greatest need, we are asking local churches to complete a survey to help us better understand 
their communications needs. The information we gather in the survey will help us create a system for churches to obtain 
communications advice and expertise through the Board of Communications. Please take a few minutes to share your 
feedback with the Board of Communications by completing this survey Thank you for your help!      

http://www.vaumc.org/racerelations
https://vaumc.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIyNDg2IiwiMWljM3RyaWtvb2NrZ2t3d2N3MGM0OG9zNGswczQ0ZzgiLCIxMzYiLCIyMDJjNGFiZDM5MjAiLGZhbHNlXQ
https://vaumc.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIyNDg2IiwiMWljM3RyaWtvb2NrZ2t3d2N3MGM0OG9zNGswczQ0ZzgiLCIxMzYiLCJlOWQ4OTljODkzMDUiLGZhbHNlXQ
https://vaumc.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIyNDg2IiwiMWljM3RyaWtvb2NrZ2t3d2N3MGM0OG9zNGswczQ0ZzgiLCIxMzYiLCI5NmEyM2QyYTk4ZGIiLGZhbHNlXQ
https://vaumc.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIyNDg2IiwiMWljM3RyaWtvb2NrZ2t3d2N3MGM0OG9zNGswczQ0ZzgiLCIxMzYiLCI2YzEzNGU3MDBkOTkiLGZhbHNlXQ
https://www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd5owwiQF0-dBiT334zeQa8HIx47S4VSEVYt0b3UnKXzkJqJA/viewform

