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 “But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away.” 
                                                                                                                                               - Mark 16:4 (NIV) 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

On my last trip to the Holy Land, I visited the Garden Tomb, right outside the walls of Old Jerusalem.  It is of 
course, one site that claims to have the tomb where Jesus’ body was laid after he died.  It is also the place 
the women came and discovered that the tomb was empty and it was announced that Jesus is risen. 
 

When I was in this holy place, I sat down on a bench and began to reflect on all this.  A wooden door has 
been placed at the entrance of the tomb with a sign in English that reads:  HE IS NOT HERE, FOR HE IS RISEN.  These are very 
powerful words, especially because right before a person enters the tomb, these very words give us the assurance of the resurrec-
tion.  Indeed, the tomb is empty and as I entered it, I was able to reflect further and imagine the women being the first ones to experi-
ence the resurrection of our Lord.  What a sublime experience and then be the first ones to share the Good News, the Gospel of the 
resurrection. 
 

As I am writing and reflecting, we are all encountering times of trial and tribulations with the news of the COVID-19 all over the world.  
We are indeed, living difficult times.  I find comfort in the words in Psalm 46:10:  “Be still, and know that I am God!”  (NIV).  It is in 
times such as this, that we must be still and know who God is.  Being still does not mean lack of action, in fact being still requires 
action.  Being still in the sense that God is with us and we can trust God who leads us and guides us. 
 

There are three simple Wesleyan rules as we move forward. 
 

1. Do No Harm.  It means avoiding anything that will hurt anyone.  It means doing what we can, so the most vulnerable do not get 
sick.  It means stop hoarding when we buy at the stores and even having a fist fight with our neighbor for toilet paper.  Many peo-
ple do not have the means to buy in bulk due to financial resources. 

2. Do Good.  It means looking for ways to do something positive in this world.  John Wesley called this “practicing acts of mercy.”  
In short, we share God’s amazing love to others. 

3. Stay in Love with God.  It means keeping God priority number one in our life.  Staying in love with God requires effort.  We seek 
to be in a deeper relationship with God each day. 

 

Today, I do not know if Easter will take place in our churches.  When I was in the Holy Land, just a few steps from the tomb, we cele-
brated Holy Communion, and I was blessed to officiate the Lord’s Supper.  As I was pronouncing the words of institution, as I was 
raising the chalice and the paten, I felt a strange warmth in my heart, the pouring out of the Holy Spirit as we gathered outside the 
tomb and celebrating the Lord’s Table.  As I reflect this moment, it is because of the empty tomb that I believe in the resurrection and 
in the Lord’s Supper.  I am reminded that Christ died, that Christ is risen, but especially that Christ will come again.  In the meantime, 
I am charged to share the Gospel of the resurrection, especially in times of trial and tribulation. 

 

The women that came to the tomb to see Jesus were sure that they would find the body in-
side.  They were still living on Good Friday, but what a wonderful way to wake up in the morn-
ing and be on Easter Sunday.  We are Easter People.  We will still celebrate the resurrection 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We live the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ for HE IS NOT 
HERE, FOR HE IS RISEN!  Easter will continue and we will celebrate it, as we have done for 
over 2,000 years; perhaps not in the church building, but we will celebrate it in our hearts all 
over the world.  We are not Good Friday people:  We are EASTER people! 
 

May we be reminded, as the women who came to the tomb that in Jesus Christ, there is hope, 
there is resurrection.  He is risen, indeed!                                        Yours in Christ, DS Gómez 
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                                                   Listening to Hear 
 

From James Chapter 1:  “My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this:  Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak 
and slow to become angry, because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires.”  (v.19-20)  “Those 

who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongue deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless.”  (v. 26) 
 

My Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

I come from a family of talkers, of over-talkers.  I realized at a very early age that if I was to have a say in family matters and “get a 
word in edgewise”, I needed to charge into the conversation and take the reins. . .I and my siblings and my parents talked over each 
other as a routine of family communications. 
 

When you are an over-talker you only listen for an entry place to take charge, not for the content of the conversation. Seeing an 
opening, then with a breath taken, and a rein in each hand we drove our points home, seldom waiting for a reaction or response.  
This is how we were raised, to take charge and not let go.  Listening was not a priority. 
 

Now this is neither good nor bad as long as you are within the counsel of family, but pushed to function in the real world, in the 
rhythm of normal conversation, our over-talking was a liability.  We drove past the potential of useful intercourse to flounder in the 
sea of misunderstanding, confusion, solidarity. . and anger.   Sound familiar? 
 

Many years of good counsel and 4 units of CPE later, I at least understand my tendency to over-talk in any conversation.  Now letting 
loose the reins of control, I find a listening that carries me to new places of connection and insight before I speak.   
 

But I am truly a work in progress with so much more to learn.  The good news is there are plenty of wonderful sisters and brothers of 
all ages and opinions ready to help me along on this journey of connection. 
 

Of course, whether in our families, our politics, or our faith communities, leaders tend to be over-talkers by nature.  To many of us 
listening doesn’t come naturally.  I thing that is why James was so direct to his early church readers. (paraphrased) “Come on guys. . 
.listen first. . .to hear, then make your point with clarity and purpose.  Most of all, let’s do our best to keep our emotions out of it.  If we 
can’t ‘keep a tight rein’ on our tongue, how can we consider ourselves acting in the Way of the Lord.” 
 

So Church, what do you think?  Can we as a community reflect the wisdom of James in our everyday life?  
In this time of crisis?  Can the communities we live in see the Christ in our listening, our hearing, our reflec-
tion and our action.  I hope so. 
 

I confess I have much to learn of attentive and reflective listening, effective discourse while keeping my 
spirited responses in check.  I want to be like Jesus. I want to follow Jesus, but more importantly, I want the 
world to see me as a child of God and follower of the Christ, walking and talking the Way. 
 

Lord, in this time of pandemic, political upheaval, and discord among Your followers, challenge us to listen 
to hear, to speak, to comfort, and to reflect to respond only as a child of God, a disciple of Christ.  Lord, we are listening.  So Be It.                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                        In Christ, Gordon 

Congregational 

From Sue MacTavish, District Librarian    
April 2020 Featured Item: 

 

Dare to Dream:  Creating a God-Sized Mission Statement For Your Life by Mike Slaughter, 2013 
 

Are your goals too small?  Are you living the ‘just get by” plan?  Or is there a greater “God dream” for 
you that, if lived to the fullest, could permeate and inform every move you make?  Dare to Dream is a 

program by popular author and UMC pastor Mike Slaughter that draws on the Bible to help us discern God’s dream for us and learn 
to live it out, prayerfully and enthusiastically.  Divided into 6 chapters/sessions: 
 Dreaming the Dream - Wake up to God’s dream inside you. 
 Discovering Your Birthright - You were created with a purpose. 
 Your Burning Bush - Be aware of those illuminating God moments in your life. 
 Lose your Big Buts - Allow God’s strength to be displayed in your weakness. 
 What Is in Your Hand - Identify and utilize the ordinary gifts God has given you. 
 Perseverance - Discover a dream for your life far greater then your own. 
 

Dare to Dream can be found in the Nurture/Spiritual Development section of the District Library.  We have the Participant 
Book, Leader’s guide and DVD. 



                A challenge to read the Bible in 2020 
 

                                       Bible Readings for April 

 
 

Bishop Lewis has been encouraging clergy and laity of the Virginia Conference to read the Bible in a 
year since 2017.  Each year has featured a different way of reading:  2017 read the Bible straight 

through; 2018 read the Bible chronologically; 2019 read the Bible in a blended style, a mixture of Old Testament read-
ings and New Testament each day.  For 2020, Bishop Lewis is challenging the entire conference to read the Bible all 
the way through with a thematic reading plan. The thematic plan is found on www.intentionalbygrace.com and Bishop 
Lewis has selected the following themes for 2020: 
 

   
  March 25 - April 14  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit: Love 
  April 15 - May 5   (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit: Joy 
  May 6 -  May 26   (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Peace 
  May 27 - June 16  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Patience 
  June 17 - July 7   (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Kindness 
  July 8 - July 28   (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Goodness 
  July 29 - August 18  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Faithfulness 
  August 19 - September 8  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Gentleness 
  September 9 - September 29 (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Self-Control 
  September 30 - October 20 (21 - day plan)  Trust 
  October 21 - November 10 (21 - day plan)  Mercy 
  November 11 - December 1 (21 - day plan)  Bearing Fruit 
  December 2 - December 23 (21 - day plan)  Cares of the World 
  December 24 - January 13 (21 - day plan)  Rest 
 

There are 18 plans to cover this year.  Each is 21 days long.  Start at the beginning and work through the year (and a 
few days into January 2021).  In this new year, challenge yourself to study the Bible and strengthen your faith in the 
process. 
 

Tips on reading the Bible daily: 
 

  * Start reading the Bible today. 
  *   Set aside a specific time and place each day.  Set your schedule and then stick to it.   
      Mornings are great, but feel free to use any time that works consistently in your schedule. 
  *   Get a good study Bible to help illuminate the meaning of the original Hebrew, Aramaic, 
       and Greek text 
  *   Choose a translation to use during your reading. 
  * Say a short prayer to God before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom 
   and understanding. 
  * Dive in and enjoy the richness of God’s Word!  Apply God’s Word to your life.  Bible study 
   should be practiced and applicable.  These seven steps will help you begin a journey to 
   becoming a “lifelong learner” of God’s Word.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[resource:  http://www.vaumc.org/pages/bishop-Lewis/biblechallenge] 
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Bishop Lewis has shared the second round of projected appointments for 2020.  The Harrisonburg District 
projections are: 
Rev.  Keon Huh who comes from Mead Memorial  UMC on the Lynchburg District to Woodstock UMC. 
Rev. Rob Hoskins, current pastor at Woodstock UMC,  will retire at the 2020 Annual Conference Session.
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From District Superintendent Victor Gómez:   
 

It saddens me to announce the retirement of Brenda Woods, the Administrative As-
sistant of the Harrisonburg District.  Her last working day will be June 30, 2020. 
 

Brenda has been an integral part of the Harrisonburg District for the last 36 years and 
faithfully served eight District Superintendents.  Her contributions and knowledge will 

always be valued and remembered.  Her hard work, commitment, and dedication are worthy of admiration.  Brenda 
will be greatly missed.  I was immediately impressed by her work ethic as well as her dedication and love.  I could see 
that this was not just a ‘job’ for her, but a ministry. 
 

Indeed, it saddens me, but I am happy for her as she will spend more time with her husband Rob who recently semi-
retired.  I take this opportunity to thank Brenda for her dedicated service.  Her grasp of the complexities of the District 
Office has been invaluable as she has shepherded me through my first two years as District Superintendent.  On behalf 
of the Harrisonburg District, I would like to wish her the best.  Please make sure to express our gratitude to her.                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                       DS Gómez 
Dear Harrisonburg District, 
On behalf of the Superintendency Committee, it is my pleasure to welcome Debbie Creech to 
the Harrisonburg District in her new role as Executive Administrative Assistant.  She begins her 
new role on July 1, 2020.  She has worked in the District Office as support staff for the last 16 
years and will bring experience and knowledge to our District.  Please make sure to welcome 
her.                                                                                                                                                DS Gómez 

Is your youth group wondering how you will stay connected and grow together while 
staying safe and protecting public health in the coming weeks?  Randolph-Macon College 
has re-formatted our Valuing the Voices in Our Church program.  Rather than an in-

person gathering on a single day, we are now offering a free opportunity online (via Zoom) for individual 
youth OR entire youth groups (we will provide online “break out rooms” as part of the program so that youth 
groups can have small group discussions at times.)  The focus of the gatherings will be around call and lead-
ership with a focus on valuing a diversity of voices.  We are encouraging youth to explore their gifts for lead-
ership in the church and in the world.   
 

These programs will be held from 6-7 p.m. on the following Sunday evening:  March 29, April 5 (no meeting 
April 12 - Easter), April 19, and April 26.  Each session will be unique so you may participate in all 4 sessions 
or choose those that fit your schedule.  A link will be provided for individual participants and for youth lead-
ers registering a group (a link will be sent that you may distribute to your group so that each member can 
access from home.)  This program is designed for high school students but will be open to middle school stu-
dents also during Spring 2020.  Registrations must be received by 1:00 p.m. on the day of the event.  All par-
ticipants need internet access.  Downloading the Zoom app is highly recommended.  For links and  to regis-
ter or if you have questions, e-mail kendragrimes@rmc.edu 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 Sunday, March 29 - April 19, 2020:  In-person worship services are cancelled (this includes Holy Week services) 

 Preschools closed until March 30, 2020: facilities may begin re-opening on March 30, 2020 according 
to guidelines (see attached information) 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS—Virginia Conference COVID-19 Precautions 
Revised March 26, 2020 (attached) 

 

                         RESOURCES  REGARDING THE CORONAVIRUS ON THE CONFERENCE HOMEPAGE:  WWW.VAUMC.ORG  (attached) 
*  Find churches live-streaming services   * Digital Ministry Resources 
*  Learn how to prepare your church for live-streaming  * Daily noon prayer with Bishop Lewis 
*  Essential Personnel Childcare Services (guidelines attached) * Credit Union Assistance 
*   Local Church Online Giving    * Staying Connected (how local churches are staying connected) 
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District Committee on Lay Servants Ministry: 
 

Lay Servant Training Classes have been postponed. 
 

Lay Servant Ministry (All Laity are Lay Servants - see Matthew 25:31-45) 
 

These past few weeks have been very turbulent.  On March 12, in an effort to miti-

gate the effects of the spread of the COVID-19 virus, Governor Northam declared 

a state of emergency in the State of Virginia, and directed all K-12 schools be 

closed at least through March 27.  On March 13, Bishop Lewis directed all UMC 

Sunday worship services for March 15 and 23 be cancelled and she also “strongly urge that any large gatherings at your 

church be postponed.”  On March 15, the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has recom-

mended ‘in accordance with its guidance for large events and mass gathering recommends that for the next 8 weeks, or-

ganizers cancel or postpone in-person events and events that consist of 50 people or more throughout the United States.” 
 

Many other institutions and organizations have also responded in like manner - many, if not all, of Virginia’s Colleges 

and Universities have switched to ‘remote-only’ education methods.   
 

The Lay Servant Training Classes [Basic Class, Polity (UMC Discipline) and Spiritual Gifts] scheduled for March 

28 at Grottoes UMC have been postponed until May 23 at Grottoes UMC, 9:00 a.m - 5:00 p.m..  All the scheduled 

classes will be taught. In May.  The current class registrations will be kept and we will reconfirm with every registrant 

their availability to attend.  Additionally, the books for each of the classes have been ordered and will be distributed to 

each attendee so they can be read before the class is held.  Also, we will continue to accept class registrations up until 

the day of the classes.  If you have questions, please contact Joe Amend at joeamend3@gmail.com or by phone (301) 

741-7633. 
 

Spiritual Food For Thought 
 

I don’t know about anyone else, but Kathy and my obligations outside our home have been drastically curtailed in the past few weeks.  
I cannot remember a time in my life I have had so much free time.  I consider this situation horrible as it is as a ‘fast’ from my normal, 
way-too-crammed lifestyle.  Here we all are, in the middle of Lent with more time on our hands than we know what to do with. Hmm. .  
 

I would encourage each of us to consider adding some additional Spiritual Disciplines into our lives.  From John Wesley’s General 
Rule #3, “Thirdly, by attending upon all the ordinances of God (Spiritual Disciplines)”.  Of the six practices listed, three can be consid-
ered ‘public worship’ (the public worship of God:  the ministry of the word either read or expounded: and the supper of the Lord).  
There are certain practices available (live-streaming, Facebook pages, podcasts, etc.) that make it possible to observe some of these 
disciplines from home. 

 

I would like to concentrated on the ‘private worship’ part of the spiritual disciplines briefly: family 
and private prayer; searching the Scriptures and fasting, or abstinence.  What an ideal opportu-
nity to add some of the Spiritual Disciplines into our daily routine.  And who knows, once we get 
into the habit of doing these added things into our normal routine, when the concern over the 
COVID-19 virus is passed, we just might be able to continue these spiritual practices into the 
future. 
 

Here we are - with unplanned extra time on our hands.  What an ideal opportunity to get closer to the Lord.  Maybe, just maybe, there 
may be an unintended positive consequence to our current horrible situation.                    Joe Amend, District Director of Lay Servants  

                                                                                                                                  

 

GENERAL CONFERENCE TO MOVE TO 2021:  Subsequent to the announcement by the 
Executive Committee on the Commission on the General Conference that the 2020 General Confer-
ence will be postponed, the full Commission met March 21, 2020, to determine next steps to take in 
setting a new date.  After hearing recommendations from Sara Hotchkiss, Business Manager of the 
General Conference, and discussion of possible alternatives, the Commission made a determina-
tion that the General Conference will not meet in 2020 as originally planned and elected to work 
toward setting a date in 2021.  The Commission resolved that holding the event in Minneapolis is a 
high priority and authorized the business office to pursue other dates available at the Minneapolis 
Convention Center in 2021.   Once new dates for the General Conference are set and adjustments 
with current vendors are made, additional information will be sent out to delegations regarding a 

timeline and next steps.                                                                                                        [ClergyNet e-mail source: March 23, 2020] 
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    UNITED METHODIST GENERAL CONFERENCE to be postponed 
 

Nashville, Tenn.:  The Executive Committee of the Commission on the General Conference has been 
notified by the Minneapolis Convention Center that they are restricting events at the venue through 
May 10, 2020, following recommendations by the Minnesota Department of Health, the Governor of 
Minnesota and the Mayor of Minneapolis to postpone or cancel events involving 50+ people in order to 
slow the spread of coronavirus.  As a result of this decision, the Executive Committee is announcing 
that the General Conference will be postponed and will not occur May 5-15, 2020, as planned. 
 

Out of concerns for the health and safety of all those affected amid the coronavirus pandemic, the Ex-
ecutive  Committee has been monitoring the situation for some time and had scheduled a teleconfer-

ence meeting of the full Commission of the General Conference for March 21 to discuss plans for the event.  Only the full 
commission is able to set a new date or decide on an alternate plan.  That meeting will go forward as scheduled, although 
it is not known at this time how quickly they will be able to announce new dates.  “This news is not unexpected based on 
the current guidance from health officials and we expect to move forward with new plans as quickly as possible,”  said 
Kim Sampson, chair of the Commission. 
 

While the Commission was already considering many requests to postpone the event due to the growing pandemic and 
processing the complexities which would result from that decision, the announcement by the convention center that those 
dates will no longer be possible means that the church will not incur significant financial penalties for cancellation of the 
contract. 
 

“Our focus in this moment is not solely on the gathering of the General Conference for that work we have been called to 
do, but is on the individuals, families, churches and communities around the world whose lives are being impacted by this 
pandemic,” said Sampson.  “We recognize the struggle to deal with the physical, emotional and spiritual needs which 
come with the unknowns.  We are confident that local United Methodist churches will be finding new ways to be in commu-
nity with their neighbors and meet their evolving needs.” 
 

About General Conference 
General Conference is the top policy-making body of The United Methodist Church, which meets once every four years.  
The conference can revise church law, as well as adopt resolutions on current moral, social, public policy and economic 
issues.  It also approves plans and budgets for church-wide programs. 
 

Media contact 
Diane Degnan presscenter@umcom.org 
615.742.5406 (o) 615.483.1765 ©                                                                                         [ClergyNet e-mail source:  March 19, 2020] 

Laura Douglass, Retired Deacon and current UMW Spiritual Growth Coordinator for the Harrisonburg 
District, will lead a book study at Luray UMC, Saturday, May 2, on Practicing Resurrection:  The 
Gospel of Mark and Radical Discipleship by Janet Wolfe.  Laura led this study at last summer’s UMW 
Mission Encounter and has led it on the Richmond and Winchester Districts. Participants are asked to 
read the book before May 2, when Laura will lead participants through the study as they discern where 

their call to ministry intersects with this text using group activities that promote conversation, dialogue and relationship within and be-
yond the local setting. 
 

There is no charge for the class.   Participants should purchase and read the text, available in a Kindle edition for $5.95 on Amazon or 
purchased for $10 through the UMW website prior to May 2nd.  https://www.umwmissionresources.org/shopping_product_list.asp?
catID=14002 
 

Please contact Cathy Whittle or Elly Hakel by leaving a message at the church office (540-743-6540) if you would like to attend or if 
you have questions.  All are welcome!  Registration is from 8:30 - 9:00 a.m. and Class from 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
 

More about Practicing Resurrection:  The Gospel of Mark and Radical Discipleship by Janet Wolf - Wolfe explores the timeless issues 
of poverty, gender, justice, liberation, equality, and other issues using Mark as a guide.  The stories of the women in Mark are a par-
ticular focus in this study and how, although often unnamed, they are prominent among Jesus’ followers and in Mark’s recounting of 
the gospel study. 
 

Janet Wolf is director of Children’s Defense Fund Alex Haley Farm and Nonviolent Organizing, in Clinton< TN; national organization 
working toward justice for children and the poor, led by Marian Wright Edelman who worked as a young lawyer with Dr. King in Mis-
sissippi and on the Poor People’s Campaign.  She is also an ordained elder in the Tennessee Annual Conference. 

BOOK 
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                                                                           MISSION CENTRAL NEWS 
                                                            Check out our new website prepared by Bev Earman:   
                                                        http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/  

Mission Central Children’s Clothes 
Closet:  The Children’s Clothes Closet will 
be closed to the public until April.  We will 
follow our usual work days.   
 

The Boy Scout Rally scheduled for April 
has been changed to October 2-4.  The Clothes Closet and the 
Blue Ridge Food pantry will receive donations from the Scouts.   
 

We plan to switch from winter to spring clothes in May. 
 

Thank you to Mt. Pisgah UMC for fixing our washer so quickly. 
 

You are a blessing. 
                                Artie Frederick, Coordinator, 540-208-7669                   
                                                            Children’s Clothes Closet 

  
The Mission Central Board of Direc-
tors’ meeting scheduled for March 
19th was cancelled.  A meeting date 
will be announced at a later date. If 
you have questions, please direct 

them to Barbara Phillips at grammybp@gmail.com 

Mission Central Medical Equipment for 
Caring Closet:  Our Mission Central 
Equipment for Caring Closet at 1704 
Smithland Road, Harrisonburg remains a 
resource for medical equipment and dis-
posable products (incontinence and wound 

care supplies) for our community.  We are dependent on your 
donations, volunteer hours and prayers that provide for those in 
need in Harrisonburg and the surrounding counties.   
 

A big thank you to those who are helping to make this possible.  
We appreciate all who have helped including those recently who 
had had fund-raising events for us.   
 

We have over 25 beds loaned out and have only a few left in our 
closet.  If you were loaned equipment and no longer need it, 
please see that it is returned so someone else with the need 
may use it.   
 

We are open Mondays, 9-11 a.m., and Thursdays, 5-7 p.m. so 
come by and check us out.  Thank you for all who help make this 
mission possible!          Delores Reid, Coordinator, 540-383-6112  
                                                 Medical Equipment for Caring Closet 

The Harrisonburg District Council on Ministries Retreat scheduled for April 18th, at Asbury 

UMC, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. has been POSTPONED to Saturday, May 9, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 

noon.   The May DCOM Dinner at Camp Overlook-date set by Overlook, arrive at 6:00 p.m., 

dinner at 6:30 p.m.; August 20th; and November 19th are other meetings scheduled for 2020.    

All meetings, unless otherwise noted, will be at the District Office at 7:00 p.m. 

 

When Victor and I visit your congregations we get some incredible art work handed to us by children.  
Usually, that art work ends up posted on our refrigerators until we need to clean house.   

 

Here is a question for pastors and lay leadership - what if we were to share this love with everyone in the dis-
trict in our district newsletter in a “Kid’s Korner”?  Matter of fact, would it be so bad if the entire newsletter had 
nothing more important than items from our children? 
 

We are requesting that you send artwork, stories, or notes from your children and we will 
share what we can. . .some churches have many more children than others, so we will 
need to spread the love equitably.  Of course, we will protect the children’s identity.  

Please send contributions to Pastor Victor at harrisonburgds@vaumc.org or Pastor Gordon at gordonmeri-
wether@vaumc.org or to Ms. Brenda at harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org and we will take it from there. 

 

God, we love our children!                                                                                                                                              In Christ, Gordon 

 K  

 O 

 R 

 N 

 E 

 R 

Sympathy is extended to the Rev. Susan Reaves and her family.  Her father, Charles 
Schneider, died on March 9th.  Rev. Susan Reaves is the pastor of Bethany UMC and her 
husband, Rev. Michael Reaves, is the pastor at New Hope UMC.  A memorial service will 
be held at a later date in Maryland. 

Congratulations to the Rev. Stephen and Debbie Creech on the birth of a granddaughter, 
Caroline Kelsey Fink.  Caroline is the daughter of Michael and Ashley Creech Fink.  She was 
born on March 18, at Sentara-RMH at 9:18 a.m. and weighed 6 lbs and 12.8 oz and she was 20 
inches long.  Rev. Creech is the pastor of Bridgewater UMC.   
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                                                                       Pray at 12 Noon Every Day - see page 9 for details. 
April 6 (Monday) - Partners in Ministry [PiM] Holy Week 
Lunch - CANCELLED* 

April 9 (Thursday) - VUMCenter & Harrisonburg District 
Office closes at 1:00 p.m. for Maundy Thursday 

April 10  (Friday) - VUMCenter & Harrisonburg District 
Office closed for Good Friday 

April 12 (Sunday) - Easter Sunday 

April 29  (Wednesday) - District Committee on the Ordained 
Ministry, District Office, 9:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m. 

April 30 (Thursday) - DUMW Evening Together, Otterbein 
UMC,  7:00 p.m.* 

May 5-15 (Tues-Friday) - General Conference, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota - POSTPONED* 

May 7  (Thursday) - National Day of Prayer 

May 9 (Saturday) - RESCHEDULED District Council on 
Ministries Retreat, Asbury UMC, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon*  

May 15-17 (Fri-Sun) - Conference UMW Spiritual Life 

closes for Memorial Day Observance 

May 23  (Saturday) - RESCHEDULED Lay Servant Minis-
tries Training, Grottoes UMC 

May 25 (Monday) - VUMCenter & Harrisonburg District 
Office closed for Memorial Day Observance 

May 28 (Thursday) - Partners in Ministry [PiM] Farewell 
Dinner, Blessings Lodge-Overlook, 6:00 p.m.-gather; 6:30 p.m. 
dinner* 

June 18-20 (Thurs-Sat) - Annual Conference, Roanoke 

July 2 (Thursday) - VUMCenter  & Harrisonburg District 
Office closes at 1:00 p.m. for Independence Day Observance 

July 3 (Friday) - VUMCenter & Harrisonburg District Of-
fice closed for Independence Day Observance 

July 15-20 (Wed-Mon) - Southeastern Jurisdictional Con-
ference, Lake Junaluska 

July 24-26 (Fri-Sun) - Mission Encounter, Smith Moun-
tain Lake 4-H Center* 

All events are subject to change. 
 * Denotes related article elsewhere in this newsletter 

 

UMW News:  
  

The District Spiritual Life Retreat scheduled for March 21 was cancelled due to the corona virus.  Not knowing how long this 
virus will be effecting our social gatherings, this event has not been rescheduled at this time.  All registration money will be re-
funded.  If you have questions, please contact Sharon Harold. 
 

There are several other events coming up in April and are listed below.  Again, we do not know if any or all of our upcoming events will be able to 
be held.  I will keep everyone informed as information becomes available.   
 

 Evening Together is scheduled for Thursday, April 30, 7:00 p.m., at Otterbein UMC.  Regan McManus from Strength in Peers is sched-
uled  to be our speaker.  Regan will share about her work with the homeless population in Harrisonburg.  Please bring items to help fill back-
packs for the street outreach that Regan supports.  Items include:  Granola bars, trail mix, crackers, bottle water, ponchos, emergency blan-
kets, deodorant, toothpaste & toothbrushes, small flashlights, can openers, socks, razors & shaving cream, feminine hygiene products, band-
aids, and sunscreen.  If we are unable to meet, please collect these items with your units and I will let everyone know how and when to de-
liver these. 

 VA Conference UMW Spiritual Life Retreat is scheduled May 15-17, at Smith Mountain Lake 4H Center.  Rev. Ileana Rosario is sched-
uled to be the retreat leader.  Further information and a registration form will be attached to this newsletter.  Deadline for registration will be 
April 20. 

 The UMW Southeastern Jurisdiction meeting scheduled for April 17-19, in Mobile, Alabama has now been CANCELLED.   The elec-
tion of directors will now be held electronically.  The meeting will be rescheduled in the upcoming months and the SEJ team will be elected at 
that time. 

 

In these uncertain times we all need to stay safe by following guidelines set by our officials.  While we are apart from one another, I urge everyone 
to find ways to stay in contact with our elderly, church members, and community and do what we can as UMW to serve at a distance. 
 
                                                                                              Sharon Harold, Harrisonburg DUMW President, 540-879-2270 or sharold714@aol.com  

The Partners in Ministry Holy Week Lunch scheduled for Monday, April 6, has been CANCELLED due to the co-
rona virus.   
 

The next PiM meeting scheduled is the Farewell Dinner on Thursday, May 28, at Overlook 
Retreat & Camp Ministries’ Blessings Lodge.   This fellowship and dinner event is to honor the 
service of those clergy and clergy families who have served appointments on the Harrisonburg 
District and are going to new appointments within the district or to new districts. Details will be sent out at a later date.  

All clergy families are encouraged to be present.                                                                                                            PiM Executive Committee                                                                                                                                               

Harrisonburg District 

Partners in Ministry 

 

Visit Harrisonburg District on Facebook: Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 
 
 

 Harrisonburg District webpage:  www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjqqfTZoMvjAhXMct8KHd-pBiUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mzumc.org%2Funited-methodist-women%2F&psig=AOvVaw0CD19oKwCuqjcETPmo3F3c&ust=1563978647145616
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Harrisonburg District on the web at 
www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

Harrisonburg District on Facebook at 
Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 

Virginia Conference on the web at 
www.vaumc.org 
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Call/Text DS:  (202) 285-5767 

 

Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez  
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Rev.  Gordon K. Meriwether 
District Director of Congregational Vitality 

GordonMeriwether@vaumc.org 
 

Brenda Pack Woods 
 Administrative Assistant 

harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org 
 

 

General Conference Elected 

Clergy:          
General Conference Elected Laity:                

Tom Berlin Warren Harper 

Lindsey Baynham Martha Stokes 

Meredith McNabb Shirley Cauffman 

Rob Vaughn Darlene Amon 

Rhonda VanDyke Beth Christian 

Mark Ogren Alison Malloy 

Grace Sun-khil Han Marshall Bailey 

F. ELizabeth Givens Jill Gaynor 

Jason C. Stanley Joshua Blakely 

G. Kirk Nave Jacob Paysour 

Jonathan Page Mark Elder 

CONFERENCE NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Pray at 12 Noon Every Day 
 

Dear Virginia Annual Conference, 
 

The Apostle Paul writes in Philippians 4:6 “Do not be anxious 

about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition 

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” (NIV)  

Prayer is essential to sustain our faith and Jesus Christ modeled 

a life of prayer. 
 

I would like to thank several of you that have suggested a corporate prayer time 

for the Virginia Annual Conference.  I am very blessed to lead an annual con-

ference that believes in the power of the petitioned prayer! 
 

Please join me at 12 noon every day and pray the printed prayer below.  Let us 

invoke the power of the Great Physician to do a mighty work in eradicating this 

disease all over the world. 
 

Peace and Blessings, 

Bishop Sharma D. Lewis 
 

Almighty God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
 

We thank you for your blessings, past, present and future.  You are our rock 

and the source of our hope in all things and at all times.  As Jehovah Jireh, our 

provider God, we ask you this day to stretch out your mighty hand and eradi-

cate from the face of the earth forever this virus called COVID-19 

(coronavirus) that is spreading rapidly from continent to continent. 
 

We also pray that you, Jehovah Rapha, our healing God, would place your 

hand upon all of those who have been stricken by this virus and restore them to 

full health.  Be with those who have lost loved ones and are grieving.  Protect 

all who are caring for those with this virus and keep them from contracting it 

themselves.  Calm our fears and provide us with your peace that surpasses all 

understanding. 
 

Strengthen us with the joy of the Lord and help us to hold firmly to the hope 

that only you can provide. 
 

Unify us that we, the Virginia Annual Conference, may be able to experience 

anew the promise of your presence in and through the unity of our faith, hope, 

and trust in you in the days ahead and forever.  We offer this prayer in the 

mighty name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. AMEN. 
 

(This information is also attached to the newsletter.)  

Mission Encounter set for July:  Are you looking to learn more 
about issues important to you, your family and your church?  Are 
you seeking to grow spiritually as you come upon stories, Scripture 
and information that may help you deal with these issues?  You are 
invited to Mission Encounter, July 24-26, at Smith Mountain 
Lake.  The United Methodist Women (UMW) and the Board of 
Global Ministries work together in creating this weekend event, providing important studies of 
interest and purpose.  One continuing education credit for full participation in the weekend is 
offered and the registration fee is all inclusive with meals and lodging.  Study books are typically 
a nominal fee and can be ordered through the www.umwmissionresources.org  
You may find a listing of study offerings at https://vaumc.org/pages/news/2020news/
missionencounter2020  Registration will be available soon.  For details, contact Darlene 
Runaldue, dean of Mission Encounter at darrunaldue@gmail.com  

Kingsway Prison and 
Family Outreach say’s 
“Hold the date Satur-
day, April 25th”!  Big 

Yard Sale and Bar-B-Q in the parking lot of 
Vision of Hope UMC, Port Republic Road, 
Harrisonburg.  Table space is available for 
$5.00 (bring your own table).  All kinds of 
good things will be available:  items left from 
an Estate Sale; objects you might need or 
want; and even a table or two of crafts and 
paintings.  Plan to come and join us for lunch 
or take some barbeque chicken home for 
dinner.  We are looking for baked goods for 
our bake sale table if you would like to help in 
this way.  For details, call 540-433-5656 or e-
mail:  kingswayoutreach@hotmail.com  for 
table space. Check us out on Facebook and 
kingswayoutreach.org  
 

On another note, one of Kingsway’s regular 
dedicated volunteers is in need of a vehicle.  
Her Jeep’s transmission is bad and not worth 
fixing.  We depend on her to bring other vol-
unteers to work.  If anyone has a vehicle that 
is in good running condition and would like to 
donate it, we would love to talk to you.  
Please contact Louise or Pam at 540-830-
7 0 0 0  o r  e - m a i l :  k i n g w a y o u t -
reach@hotmail.com 

 

ENCOUNTER 


