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Please find below a letter from Harrisonburg District Superintendent Victor R. Gómez,  
regarding the “Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation” which was released  

on January 3, 2020. 
 

January 8, 2020 
 

I greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ as we enter into this New Year! 
 

We have reentered our ministry together with the announcement of “Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace 

Through Separation”.  I am aware that many of you worked very hard to address the issue with pastoral 

sensitivity from your pulpits this weekend, while others are already organizing special meetings to inform the congregations, and I 

am grateful for your initiative in beginning this conversation.  This week, whether I am in a meeting in the District Office or in a 

church, I have offered guidance. 
 

The Harrisonburg District strives to do the very best to provide you resources and assist you in continuing your leadership around 

this issue in the weeks and months to come.  Unfortunately, as has been the case in the past, we are trying to get our hands and 

minds around a sometimes elusive and moving target.  Let me therefore offer a few thoughts, reminders, and resources that I pray 

might be a part of our continuing response: 
 

 1.  Let me remind you that the Protocol is not a done deal.  It was signed by sixteen persons and still has to pass a number 

 of substantial bars including the Judicial Council and General Conference.  Many things can happen between now and 

 May. 

 2.  That being said, let us also recognize that this proposal does have stronger legs than most others that have come before 

 us.  It has the endorsement of multiple critical representatives that exercise substantial denominational weight. 

 3.  As we have said many times, disciples of Jesus Christ are self-feeders.  That means that we don’t wait for others to take 

 the initiative in our learning.  We take initiative whether we are clergy or laity.  During contentious seasons such as ours, it 

 is critical that we do all we can to take the volume down, listen carefully, and learn.  Best decisions are made in this place.  

 Let me remind you of a couple of resources that are available that will help us to do exactly that: 
 

  a.  On Monday, January 13th, there will be a press conference live streamed.  I encourage you to watch that or if 

  possible, review the archived version.  This will offer the most up to date information. View the live stream 

  January 13, 9:30 a.m. ET at www.UMNews.org  [This live stream press conference is archived at https:// 

  www.umnews.org/en/news/um-news-to-interveiw-protocol-developers] 
  b.  There is of course the Protocol document itself.  It is a bit lengthy, but worth your time in reading through it.  

  View the Protocol at:  https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/pdfs/ 

  signed+umc+mediation+protocol+statement+2020.pdf 

                   c.  There is a helpful FAQ document that you can find here:  https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/

  frequently-asked-questions-about-the-united-methodist-mediation-team-13113711 

  d.  Bishop Ken Carter offered a helpful statement here:  https://www.facebook.com/revkencarter 

  e.  Note the additional resources on our VAUMC web site. 
 

 4.  As has been said many times, your non-anxious leadership matters.  We must be careful in our conversations.  We don’t 

 speak in sound bites.  We don’t use bumper sticker slogans.  We don’t react, but instead, we respond.  We deliberately 

 choose to love all those around us, even in disagreement.  We choose to serve and wash the feet even of those who disagree 

 with us.  That is just what we as clergy and lay leadership do, but we do so following the example of our Lord.  
 

Finally, and most importantly, let me remind all of us that we spent the fall praying together, fasting together, reading Scripture to-

gether, discerning together, and being in a deeper relationship with God.  We gathered to pray for our clergy and lay leadership, for 

the work that comes from our pulpits, and for renewal to fall upon our District churches.  Most of all we prayed for renewal.  At 

each Charge Conference we laid hands on our pastors in prayer and prayed for each of our churches.  Those prayers have been heard 

by our loving God who yearns for those prayers.  God is not done with us yet and as has been said many times that God is with us, 

and my prayer continues to be for unity.  I join you in holding on to that hope and the Savior who yet offers it to us individually, 

congregationally, and denominationally!                                        In God’s Service, Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez, Distr ict Superintendent 
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Update on the Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation from Bishop Lewis 

 

January 17, 2020 
  

Dear Virginia Annual Conference, 
 

On January 3, 2020, the Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation (the “Protocol”) was released. You can 

find the document on the conference website [www.vaumc.org] It is important to emphasize that the Protocol does not 

mean the future of our denomination has been agreed upon. The Protocol is one of several plans for the General Confer-

ence to consider from May 5-15, 2020.  
The level of anxiety and stress for bishops, clergy and laity is high as we approach the General Conference. 

There is a deep collective longing to resolve our human sexuality disagreement in a way that provides everyone with 

grace and hope.   
In this journey to resolve our disagreement, I hope you can hear and understand my vow to continue to live out 

my episcopal consecration. On July 15, 2016, I made a solemn covenant to uphold the Book of Discipline. I did not enter 

into this covenant lightly. I pledged my commitment to God and the denomination to honor my consecration covenant 

through each passage of Church law enacted at every General Conference. 
Our Church law governs our denomination and it provides the processes we as United Methodists agreed to fol-

low. However, I am sensitive to the views of those who do not agree with the Book of Discipline or the legislation passed 

at the 2019 Special Session of General Conference as it relates to human sexuality. Therefore, it is crucial that we pray 

for our Virginia Conference delegation and the 862 delegates from all over the world that will be discerning God’s will 

for the future of our denomination in May 2020. 
I have been asked by many whether I will implement the request in the Protocol that bishops put in abeyance 

any complaints filed against clergy who are self-avowed practicing homosexuals or who preside over same-sex wed-

dings.  I respectfully ask that the Virginia Conference clergy do not perform same-sex weddings, keeping to our sacred 

vow in the Book of Discipline. However, if clergy preside over same-sex weddings and a complaint is filed about such 

conduct, I will process the complaint by the 2016 Book of Discipline and the legislation that was passed at the 2019 Spe-

cial Session of General Conference.   
On May 15, 2019, Interim Bishop Pete Weaver provided wise counsel when he sent a letter to all Virginia Conference 

clergy specifying how they can participate in same-sex weddings without violating the sacred covenant of the Book of 

Discipline.  I fully agree with, and support, Bishop Weaver’s letter. 
Please pray for our denomination daily. Prayer is a powerful discipline and I believe we can get through any-

thing if we trust in God and seek God’s wisdom. These are trying times in The United Methodist Church, but I am confi-

dent that we will emerge stronger in our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
Peace and Blessings, 
Bishop Sharma D. Lewis 
  

(This message is also available on the conference website at http://vaumc.org/ProtocolFurtherReflection) 

Bishop Sharma D. Lewis is inviting LAITY from around the conference for a time of connection 
following her return from medical leave on  Saturday, February 8, 2020, from 10:00 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m. at Woodlake UMC in Chesterfield. 
 

“It is with deep desire to reconnect with you in a personal and special way having been away 
from you for six months on medical leave,” Lewis said. “Let us come together, both in person 

and through satellite locations, to have a time of worship, fellowship, anointing, sharing our hearts and reconnecting.  I want to hear 
from you and I want to share my journey with you.” 
 

Location for the event will be at Woodlake UMC (15640 Hampton Park Drive, Chesterfield, VA  23832).  There will be five satellite 
locations for the event as well:  Pender UM, Arlington District; Bridgewater UMC, Harrisonburg District; New Creation UMC, Eliza-
beth River District; Thrasher Memorial UMC, Roanoke District; and Adams-Bloxom Mission Cooperative Parish, Eastern Shore Dis-
trict. 
 

To register, go to www.vaumc.org, click on Events and then on February 8th. Please register as soon as possible - Bridgewater 
UMC needs to know how many to prepare for lunch.  Questions may be directed to Rev. Dr. Ted Smith, Director of Communications, 
(804)521-1133, or TedSmith@vaumc.org   

https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/pdfs/signed+umc+mediation+protocoal+statement+-2020.pdf
http://vaumc.org/ProtocolFurtherReflection


                A challenge to read the Bible in 2020 
                                       Bible Readings for January 
 

Bishop Lewis has been encouraging clergy and laity of the Virginia Conference to read the Bible in a 
year since 2017.  Each year has featured a different way of reading:  2017 read the Bible straight 
through; 2018 read the Bible chronologically; 2019 read the Bible in a blended style, a mixture of Old 
Testament readings and New Testament each day.  For 2020, Bishop Lewis is challenging the entire 
conference to read the Bible all the way through with a thematic reading plan. The thematic plan is 

found on www.intentionalbygrace.com and Bishop Lewis has selected the following themes for 2020: 
 

  January 22 - February 11  (21 - day plan)   Knowing God 
  February 12 - March 3   (21 - day plan)   Intentional Living   
  March 4 - March 24  (21 - day plan)  Redemption 
  March 25 - April 14  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit: Love 
  April 15 - May 5   (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit: Joy 
  May 6 -  May 26   (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Peace 
  May 27 - June 16  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Patience 
  June 17 - July 7   (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Kindness 
  July 8 - July 28   (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Goodness 
  July 29 - August 18  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Faithfulness 
  August 19 - September 8  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Gentleness 
  September 9 - September 29 (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Self-Control 
  September 30 - October 20 (21 - day plan)  Trust 
  October 21 - November 10 (21 - day plan)  Mercy 
  November 11 - December 1 (21 - day plan)  Bearing Fruit 
  December 2 - December 23 (21 - day plan)  Cares of the World 
  December 24 - January 13 (21 - day plan)  Rest 
 

There are 18 plans to cover this year.  Each is 21 days long.  Start at the beginning and work through the year (and a 
few days into January 2021).  In this new year, challenge yourself to study the Bible and strengthen your faith in the 
process. 
 

Tips on reading the Bible daily: 
 

  * Start reading the Bible today. 
  *   Set aside a specific time and place each day.  Set your schedule and then stick to it.   
      Mornings are great, but feel free to use any time that works consistently in your schedule. 
  *   Get a good study Bible to help illuminate the meaning of the original Hebrew, Aramaic, 
       and Greek text 
  *   Choose a translation to use during your reading. 
  * Say a short prayer to God before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom 
   and understanding. 
  * Dive in and enjoy the richness of God’s Word!  Apply God’s Word to your life.  Bible study 
   should be practiced and applicable.  These seven steps will help you begin a journey to 
   becoming a “lifelong learner” of God’s Word.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[resource:  http://www.vaumc.org/pages/bishop-Lewis/biblechallenge] 

 

February 2020 DISTRICT NEWS Page 3 

 

Please Note:  The Harrisonburg District Office will follow the Harrisonburg City School clos-
ings for inclement weather this winter.  If the Harrisonburg City Schools are closed or de-
layed, the Harrisonburg District Office will also be closed or delayed. The District Superin-
tendent may be contacted at 202-285-5767 in the event of an  emergency. 
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Can This Hope Be Enough, Lord? 

 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord,  
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” - Jeremiah 29:11 

 
But can this hope be enough, Lord?  Enough to spur Your children through conquest and defeat?  Enough to invigorate and refresh us for the 
journeys that lay ahead.  Is it enough to stand us in the ready in these new starts from old beginnings? 
 

Can this hope be enough to guide and transform us when the misgivings of treachery abound?  Is this hope, so offered, enough to encourage 
and cheer, to withstand the onslaught of time and tyranny?  Enough to query the blind, give sound to the quiet? 
 

Can this hope be enough to counsel wisdom and steady our ambitious dreams?  Enough to mold and mature as in vintage wine?  Enough to 
adapt these skins through fermentation and the birth pangs of an idea?  Is this hope of Yours an offer, too, of understanding and forgiveness? 
 

Is this hope enough, my God, to count us among this future, this hope?  Lord, caste me not aside into an indulgent life, but toss me the lanyard of 
hope at Your feet that I may firmly grab hold of Your lifeline in my hopeful quest for salvation and glory in You. 
 

Precious Lord, can the hope that You have so offered, sustain us only in Your plan of good and evil, but of only Your divine plan, so formed for 
our welfare and given in rising hope for all times? 

 

Can this hope be enough, my Lord and Savior?  Yes, it is enough.  Enough to not only save us from our own self-doubt, but 
fill us in confidence and assurance, that no matter the treachery and deceit of these troubled times, we will embrace “a future 
and a hope” in You and only You.  For this we pray. 
 

So Be It. 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                           - Romans 15:3 

In Christ, Gordon 
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    From the new Harrisonburg District Lay Leader Andy Harbick: 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Harrisonburg District, 
 
It is my pleasure to introduce to you our new District Lay Leader Andrew Harbick.  Please wel-
come Andrew as I am sure you will get to know him in the days to come and please keep him 
in your prayers as he takes this important role in the life of our District.       -  DS Victor Gómez 
 

Andy is attracted to profound, challenging, and beautiful ideas, people, and conversations and his heart is full when he is taking risks 
to learn new things, meet new people, and be stretched.  By day, he runs a successful technology start-up called BidWrangler.  Bid-
Wrangler (www.bidwrangler.com) builds websites, mobile apps, and a powerful bidding platform for hundreds of auction companies 
all over the world selling everything from high-end luxury real estate, to farm machinery, to pots and pans.  In that role, he is con-
stantly building stuff, managing a company, doing everything from emptying the trash cans to reviewing legal agreements to traveling 
all over the country trying to win new customers. 
 
He has been married for 23 years to his amazing wife Shiree and they have three sons, Aiden (21), Riley (19), and Brody (15).  He 
attends RISE United Methodist Faith Community and is an active participant and leader in that community.  While his older sons are 
away at college (Aiden - William and Mary and Riley - JMU) he still spends lots of time as a dad supporting his boys in scouting, a 
variety of other activities, and as they grow into impressive men. He is also his wife’s biggest fan as she pursues her PHD (Speech 
Pathology– JMU). 
 
A computer scientist and nerd by education (JMU - 1996) and occupation, he has always gravitated towards the arts and can get 
deeply lost in working on art projects even though he has never been comfortable calling himself an artist.  Andy has kept a studio at 
Larkin Arts (www.larkinarts.com/andy-harbick) since 2012 and loves the amazing painters, sculptors, film-makers, writers, poets, pho-
tographers, and wood-workers, and learning acrylic painting.  He also loves being challenged to chase new ideas and mediums using 
everything from resin casting to wood working to graphic design and photography. 

 
In tiny moments outside of work, family, or art you will likely find him doing yoga, learning something new, listening to 
podcasts, scheming up a new idea and trying to make sense of what it means to live with a full heart. 
 
We welcome Andy as a new District Lay Leader! 

District 

From Sue MacTavish, District Librarian    

 

February 2020 Featured Item: 
 

The Making of a Man: How Men and Boys Honor God and Live with Integrity 
By Tim Brown, 2014 

 
Are you looking for a Men’s Bible study?  Take a look at Pro football Hall of Fame, Tim Brown’s study for men. 

 
Tim Brown won the Heisman Trophy at Notre Dame, and starred in the NFL for seventeen seasons.  He left the game as 
a Los Angeles and Oakland Raiders legend and one of the most respected men in sports, and was inducted into the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame in 2015.  Now “Mr. Raider” shares his amazing journey - the triumphs, the heartbreaks, the strug-
gles with women, Al Davis, and God - as well as principles and priorities that made him the man he is today. 
 
Much more than a sports memoir, The Making of a Man, reveals how faith, family, honor, and integrity have everything 
to do with true manhood and a life well-lived.  Whether you are a fan or have little interest in football, a young boy or al-
ready facing the fourth quarter of your life, these pages will both challenge and inspire you to become the man you have 
always known you could be. 
 
The Making of a Man can be found in the United Methodist Men Studies section of the District Library.  The library has 
the Study Guide and DVD. 

 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————–————— 

 

Stop by the District Office and “check out” the library.  Please remember to check out library items by signing the book card in the pocket with 

your name and church and date—you may keep items as long as you need—but remember to return when finished so that others may bor-

row.                                                                                                                                                                                          Thanks, Sue 
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District Committee on Lay Servants Ministry: 
 

Lay Servant Ministry (All Laity are Lay Servants—see Matthew 25:31-45) 
 

Spiritual Food For Thought 

Sometimes I can read a Bible passage 

over and over until I can recite it from 

memory.  Memorizing Bible verses is an 

excellent practice, but for me the danger is that without delib-

erate thought, I can recite Bible verses on ‘autopilot’ (the words come out of my mouth without even thinking about the 

meaning of what I am saying).  Sadly, one of the most common occurrences of this observation for me is the Lord’s 

Prayer.  Without real concentration, I can go through the Lord’s Prayer on auto-pilot.  Most of the time I can catch my-

self, start over and do a better job of thinking what I am saying.  Another thing that has helped me is to use different 

translations of the Bible - currently I alternate between the King James (what I learned as a child) and the Message when 

I pray the Lord’s Prayer.  I realize the practice of reciting on ‘auto-pilot’ applies not only to the Bible in general, but all 

memorized words that come out of my mouth.  I try to think about what I am saying and mean it - even when saying “I 

love you” to another human being.                                                                  Joe Amend, District Director of Lay Servants  
 

There is an upcoming training opportunity for Lay Servants and all Laity in the Harrisonburg 
District this spring o Saturday, March 28, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. at Grottoes UMC in Grottoes.  
The following courses will be offered:  Basic, led by Linda Conrad; Understanding The Discipline 
(UM Polity), led by District Superintendent Victor Gómez; and Spiritual Gifts, led by Rev. Bertrand 
Griffin.  Advanced registration is required by March 13th by contacting Joe Amend, 301-741-7633 or 
e-mail:  joeamend@vaumc.org or by contacting Brenda Woods, District Administrative Assistant, at 

540-433-2382 or e-mail:  harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org   ANYONE is welcome to register and complete a class, not 
just Lay Servants.  Cost is $20 for materials, snacks and lunch, payable on March 28th.  Note:  On March 13th, any 
course with less than 6 people registered will be cancelled.  PLEASE REGISTER NOW! 
                                                                                                                         Joe Amend, District Director of Lay Servants 

                                                                           MISSION CENTRAL NEWS 
                                                            Check out our new website prepared by Bev Earman:   
                                                        http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/  

 
 

What a year the Children’s Clothes 
Closet has had!  We have served 1430 
children giving them clothing 3404 times.  
We have given out 50,000 diapers.  The 
storage shed has been completed for stor-
ing baby equipment.  These items go out as 

fast as they come in.  None of this would be possible without 
your support.  Our churches are making a difference in our 
communities.  With growth comes the need for more volun-
teers.  We really need helpers on Thursday nights from 5-7 
p..m.  Please come and see if this is something you would like 
to do.  A huge “Thank you” to all the volunteers who have 
served as Jesus’  hands and feet this past year.   
Blessings to all. 
                                Artie Frederick, Coordinator, 540-208-7669                   

The Medical Equipment for Caring 
Closet  located at Mission Central, 1704 
Smithland Road-Harrisonburg, is a vital 
part and resource of our community with its 
donations and lending of medical equip-
ment and giving of supplies.  We have 

served hundreds of people this past year and look forward to 
2020.  We are open Mondays 9-11 AM and Thursdays 5-7 
PM.  I invite you to come by and see what we are about.  We 
continue to seek volunteers (is this something you would be able 
to do?) and are dependent on donations to provide for the com-
munity, serving Harrisonburg and the surrounding counties of 
Rockingham, Shenandoah, Page, and Augusta.   
God continues to work through caring people. 
                                     Delores Reid, Coordinator, 540-383-6112  

Visit Harrisonburg District on Facebook: Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 
 

 Harrisonburg District webpage:  www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

 

Equipping local churches for ministry and providing a connection for ministry beyond the local church 
 

Virginia Conference Mission Statement 
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February 4 (Tuesday) - Partners in Ministry [PiM], Mt. 
Clinton UMC, 9:00 a.m.* 

February 8 (Saturday) - LAITY Re-Connect with Bishop 
Lewis, Woodlake UMC-Richmond, 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.; 
Satellite Location-Bridgewater UMC* 

February 12  (Wednesday) - District Committee on the 
Ordained Ministry,  Asbury UMC, 9:00 a.m. 

February 13 (Thursday) - District UMW Racial Justice 
Committee Meeting, Mission Central, 7:15 p.m.* 

February 22  (Saturday) - Christ UMC  Men’s Breakfast, 
10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.* 

February 26 (Wednesday) - Ash Wednesday 

March 3 (Tuesday) - Partners in Ministry,  RISE, 9:00 a.m. 

March 5 (Thursday) - District UMW Executive Meeting, 
Otterbein Chapel UMC, 7:00 p.m.* 

March 21 (Saturday) - Strength in Community Workshop, 
Charterhouse School-Edinburg, 8:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.*  

March 21 (Saturday) - District UMW Spiritual Life Retreat, 
Mt. Tabor UMC, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.* 

March 28 (Saturday) - Lay Servant Training, Grottoes UMC, 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.* 

April 6 (Monday) - Partners in Ministry [PiM] Holy Week 
Lunch, location to be announced, 12:00 noon 

 April 9 (Thursday) - VUMCenter & Harrisonburg District 
Office closes at 1:00 p.m. for Maundy Thursday 

April 10  (Friday) - VUMCenter & Harrisonburg District 
Office closed for Good Friday 

April 12 (Sunday) - Easter Sunday 

May 7  (Thursday) - National Day of Prayer 

May 5-15 (Tues-Friday) - General Conference, Minneapo-
lis, Minnesota* 

May 22 (Friday) - VUMCenter & Harrisonburg District 
closes for Memorial Day Observance 

May 25 (Monday) - VUMCenter & Harrisonburg District 
Office closed for Memorial Day Observance 

May 28 (Thursday) - Partners in Ministry [PiM] Farewell 
Dinner, Blessings Lodge-Overlook, 6:00 p.m.-gather; 6:30 p.m. 
dinner 

June 18-20 (Thurs-Sat) - Annual Conference, Roanoke 

July 2 (Thursday) - VUMCenter  & Harrisonburg District 
Office closes at 1:00 p.m. for Independence Day Observance 

July 3 (Friday) - VUMCenter & Harrisonburg District Of-
fice closed for Independence Day Observance 

July 15-20 (Wed-Mon) - Southeastern Jurisdictional Con-
ference, Lake Junaluska 

 * Denotes related  article elsewhere in this newsletter 

                                                                UMW News:  
 

The District UMW Racial Justice Committee will meet Thursday, February 13, at Mission Central, 7:15 p.m. 
 

The District UMW Executive Committee will meet Thursday, March 5, at Otterbein Chapel UMC, 7:00 p.m.  All members 
plan to attend and carpool if possible. 

 

 On Saturday, March 21, the District UMW will hold their Spiritual Life Retreat at Mt. Tabor UMC from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.   Melissa White, 
Conference UMW Spiritual Life Coordinator, will present our program, “Where We Begin to Understand Jesus”.   Please plan to join us for a day of 
fellowship and spiritual growth.  The cost is $12.00 and includes lunch provided by Mt. Tabor UMW.  A registration form is attached to this newslet-
ter.  Deadline to register is Friday, March 13th.  Everyone is invited to attend.  You do not need to be a member of the UMW or have a unit in your 
church. Contact Sharon Harold for more information.          Sharon Harold, Harrisonburg DUMW President, 540-879-2270 or sharold714@aol.com  

 

Partners in Ministry will meet on Tuesday, February 4, at Mt. Clinton UMC (1595 Muddy 
Creek Road-Rockingham),  9:00 a.m.,  with a program presented on Security and Safety 
Training for Churches” by the Harrisonburg City Police Officers and Squad.  Due to the 
important nature of this program, clergy are asked and encouraged to invite one (or 
more) of your church leaders to the presentation. You might consider inviting your Lay 
Leader, Council Chair or Trustee Chair.  (The host church will be prepared with plenty of snacks/
coffee.) This program was originally scheduled for the January meeting, but was cancelled due  

To inclement weather.  All clergy are asked to be present.   
                                                                                                                                                                                              PiM Executive Committee 

Partners in Ministry 

Harrisonburg District 

The United Methodist Men at Christ UMC in Shenandoah (211 Central Avenue) invite men of the Har-
risonburg District to a district-wide FREE breakfast on Saturday, February 22, 10:00 a.m.  Please 
reserve this date and plan to be present for fellowship with your brothers in Christ. We will be serving 
bacon, eggs, biscuits and gravy, hash browns, etc. Doug Gochenour of Doug Gochenour Ministries will 

be the guest speaker.  Please RSVP by February 12th to let us know how many men are coming from 
your church.  Please e-mail Dennis Zimmerman at dzimmerman@idmtrucking.com so we will know how 

much food to cook.  [Pastors, please post the attached  flyer in your church to publicize this invitation.] 

Invitation! 

STRENGTH IN COMMUNITY 2020 WORKSHOP:  IMPROVING ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE, HIGH QUALITY CHILDCARE, 
Saturday, March 21, 2020, Charterhouse School, Edinburg, VA., 8:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  Hear experts speak on essential 

elements of safe, affordable and high-quality child care.  See brochure attached for details.   

      SEE  

  ATTACHED 

 BROCHURE! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjqqfTZoMvjAhXMct8KHd-pBiUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mzumc.org%2Funited-methodist-women%2F&psig=AOvVaw0CD19oKwCuqjcETPmo3F3c&ust=1563978647145616


February 2020                              DISTRICT  NEWS Page 8 

Harrisonburg District on the web at 
www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

Harrisonburg District on Facebook at 
Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 

Virginia Conference on the web at 
www.vaumc.org 
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General Conference Elected 

Clergy:          
General Conference Elected Laity:                

Tom Berlin Warren Harper 

Lindsey Baynham Martha Stokes 

Meredith McNabb Shirley Cauffman 

Rob Vaughn Darlene Amon 

Rhonda VanDyke Beth Christian 

Mark Ogren Alison Malloy 

Grace Sun-khil Han Marshall Bailey 

F. ELizabeth Givens Jill Gaynor 

Jason C. Stanley Joshua Blakely 

G. Kirk Nave Jacob Paysour 

Jonathan Page Mark Elder 

CONFERENCE NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
All God’s  
Children Camp 
looking for 
mentors this 
summer: 
 

All God’s Chil-
dren Camp is 

looking for mentors to volunteer one week at 
summer camp for 2020.  All God’s Children 
Camp is a camp for children ages 7-12 with 
an incarcerated parent.  The children get to 
spend a week at overnight camp where they 
will participate in Bible study, worship and 
devotions and learn that God truly loves 
them.  They also participate in all the activi-
ties camp has to offer (archery, swimming, 
paddle boarding, canoeing, fishing and much 
more). Please consider giving a week of your 
time this summer and come be a mentor with 
us at camp!  For more information, contact 
Lori Smith at littlelori@gmail.com or 571-
245-9591.  You can also check out 
www.vaumc.org/agcc for forms and other 
information.  The camp weeks are: 
 

June 14-19   (Camp Chanco on the James) 
July 26-July 31   (Occochannock on the Bay) 

August 9-14 (Camp Change on the James) General Conference Delegation Meetings 

 
 The General Conference Delegation meetings are open 

to the public.  For more information, contact Mark Ogren 

at MarkOgren@vaumc.org or call:  (804) 521-1155.  Lo-

cation of meetings is the Virginia United Methodist Cen-

ter, 10330 Staples Mill Road, Glen Allen, VA.  23060.  

General Conference 2020, the quadrennial gathering of 

United Methodists from around the world, takes place May 

5-15, 2020 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA. 
 

Virginia Conference Delegation meeting dates: 

Saturday, February 15, 2020 - 9:00 a.m. 

Saturday, March 14, 2020 9:00 a.m. 

Celebrate Heart Havens Month 
 

Heart Havens empowers adults with developmental dis-
abilities to live and thrive in their community.  Heart Ha-

vens depends on the support of church friends during FEBRUARY to sustain their mis-
sion as they do not receive any funding from conference apportionments.  Please con-
tact them to learn participating in Heart Havens month.  Additional electronic resources 
are available on their website, https://hearthavens.org  Contact Sara Becker at 804-
237-6097 or sara.becker@hearthavens.org for more information. 

Faithful Aging Conference to be held in March 
 

The 2020 Faithful Aging Conference will be held on Tues-

day, March 31, 2020, at Bonsack UMC in Roanoke.  The 

Rev. Dr. Richard (Rick) H. Gentzler, Jr., Tennessee Confer-

ence director of Encore Ministry of The United Methodist 

Church, will be the opening keynote presenter.  Gentzler is an internationally 

recognized leader in the field of aging and older adult ministries.  For more 

information or questions, contact Martha Stokes, director of Church and Com-

munity Relations with Pinnacle Living, by phone 804-474-8718 or by e-mail:  

mstokes@pinnacleliving.org  The deadline for registration is Friday, March 

13th. 

Applications  & Nominations for Shenandoah 
University Youth Theology Institute are OPEN! 
 

Do you have a current high school student in your life 
who is ready to learn about how their faith in Jesus Christ 

calls them to live and be in the world in a way that seeks justice?  Nominate and en-
courage them to apply for the Shenandoah University Youth Theology Institute. 
SUYTI  is a two week , credit-bearing program for any young person who is currently in 
high school (rising sophomore through recent high school graduate this summer).  Stu-
dents spend one week on the SU’s campus in Winchester, VA, and one week on the 
campus of Wesley Theological  Seminary in Washington, DC.  The 2020 Institute will 
run from July 19-August 1.  A grant from the Lilly Endowment SUYTI will give your 
student room and board, program expenses, and three college credits at the cost of 
$200.per student..  Visit www.su.edu/youththeology to apply.    


