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“Trust and obey, for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus,  

but to trust and obey.”      
                                                                          Rev. John H. Sammis 

                                                                                                                               

 

Dear Brethren, 
 

I am sure that many of you are familiar and grew up singing this gospel song “Trust and Obey” in Sunday School 

classes, worship services, revival meetings, and many other gatherings of the church. 
 

Last month, I invited the clergy and laity of the Harrisonburg District to pray for me and with me, especially on October 

7 and 8, as I entered into a silent spiritual retreat.  During this time, I observed several spiritual disciplines, including 

fasting, praying, reading Scripture, singing, and discerning.  One of the songs I sang was “Trust and Obey.”  I leaned 

that this hymn was inspired in 1886 when the composer of the music, Daniel B. Towner, was the music leader during a 

revival and where one young man rose in a testimony and said, “I am not quite sure, but I am gong to trust and I am go-

ing to obey.”  Mr. Towner sent this story to the Rev. John H. Sammis, a Presbyterian minister, who wrote the words and 

the tune was born. 
 

As I spent these two days in October discerning, I realized that at one point I must just ‘trust and obey” God.  I realized 

that I must trust in God’s word and obey God’s will.  I realized that wherever God is leading me, I must trust that God is 

already there.  I realized that in obeying God’s will, I trust this is the path I must take, and that God’s blessings will be 

there even in the difficulties I must face.  I realized that it is not so much about discerning as it is about trusting God and 

obeying God.  I realized that at times a Goliath could be challenging me, and an armor may be put on me, but all I need 

is five little stones from the ground.  When I started singing this hymn, a couple of tears rolled down my face and I real-

ized I must “trust and obey, for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.” 

 

So here is my invitation for the month of November.  I am inviting clergy 

and laity of the Harrisonburg District to join me in a Prayer Revival for 

three different dates.  The first time will be on Thursday, November 7, at 

9:00 a.m. for about 45 minutes at Mt. Zion UMC in Woodstock.  The 

second time will be on Tuesday, November 19, at 9:00 a.m. for about 45 

minutes at John Wesley UMC in Harrisonburg.  The third time will be 

on Thursday, November 21, at 9:00 a.m. for about 45 minutes at Aisle 7 

Fellowship in Verona.  I will lead a time of prayer.  The revival is to pray 

for God’s guidance for the entire Harrisonburg District and how to trust and 

obey. 
 

I believe in the power of prayer, which has been tangible for me throughout 

my life and especially in the last few months, and I know that God is call-

ing us to serve and be the hands and feet of Jesus.  It is through the Holy 

Spirit that we are guided.  So, let us trust and obey and leave the rest to 

God. 

                                                                                                                                                 In God’s amazing Grace, Victor 
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                            A challenge to read the Bible in 2019 
                                                     Bible Readings for November 

 

In 2017 participants were asked to read the Bible straight through and in 2018 you were asked to read the Bible chronologically.  
For 2019 the Bible challenge will be a blended style of reading, a mixture of Old Testament readings and New Testament each 
day.   
   

    November 1    2 Samuel 19-20; 2 John               November 16   1 Chronicles 16-18; Luke 2:1-24  
 November 2    2 Samuel 21-22; 3 John    November 17   1 Chronicles 19-21; Luke 2:25-52 
 November 3    2 Samuel 23-24; Colossians 1   November 18   1 Chronicles 22-24; Luke 3 
 November 4    Nahum 1-3; Colossians 2    November 19   1 Chronicles 25-27; Luke 4:1-30  
 November 5    Habakkuk 1-3; Colossians 3    November 20   1 Chronicles 28-29; Luke 4:31-44  
 November 6    Zephaniah 1-3; Colossians 4   November 21   2 Chronicles 1-3; Luke 5:1-16  
 November 7    Ezra 1-2; 2 Timothy 1    November 22   2 Chronicles 4-6; Luke 5:17-39  
 November 8    Ezra 3-5; 2 Timothy 2     November 23   2 Chronicles 7-9; Luke 6:1-26  
 November 9    Ezra 6-8; 2 Timothy 3    November 24   2 Chronicles 10-12; Luke 6:27-49 
 November 10  Ezra 9-10; 2 Timothy 4    November 25   2 Chronicles 13-14; Luke 7:1-30  
 November 11  1 Chronicles 1-3; Jude    November 26   2 Chronicles 15-16; Luke 7:31-50  
 November 12  1 Chronicles 4-6; Luke 1:1-20    November 27   2 Chronicles 17-18; Luke 8:1-25  
 November 13  1 Chronicles 7-9; Luke 1:21-38    November 28   2 Chronicles 19-20; Luke 8:26-56 
 November 14  1 Chronicles 10-12; Luke 1:39-56    November 29   2 Chronicles 21-22; Luke 9:1-17  
 November 15  1 Chronicles 13-15; Luke 1:57-80   November 30   2 Chronicles 23-24; Luke 9:18-36 
 

Resource:  www.vaumc.org  >  office & staff  > Bishop > 2019 Bible Challenge] 

From Sue MacTavish, District Librarian    
 

November Featured Item: 

 
Faithful Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph 

By Adam Hamilton, 2017 
 

Looking for an Advent Study?  Check out this new arrival in the District Library. 
 

From his beginnings as a humble carpenter to his all-important role as the earthly father of Jesus Christ, Joseph’s place in the nativity 
story is sometimes overlooked but contains valuable lessons for all of us.  This Advent season, join Adam Hamilton as he examines 
Christmas through the eyes of Joseph.  Absent from much of the biblical narrative, Joseph never spoke a word, but his courageous 
actions were crucial to the birth of Christ and God’s salvation plan for humanity. 
 
As you read this book, you will understand how Joseph’s story is much like our own.  In life, we encounter circumstances that we 
would never have chosen for ourselves.  At times, it can be tempting just to walk away.  Joseph provides us a great example of hum-
bly obeying God even when we don’t understand and faithfully moving forward in the strength that God provides. 
 
Faithful, can be found in the Bible/Bible Studies section of the District Library.  The Library has the Book, Leaders Guide and DVD. 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————–————— 

Stop by the District Office and “check out” the library.  Please remember to check out library items by signing the book card in the pocket with your name and church and 

date—you may keep items as long as you need—but remember to return when finished so that others may borrow.                                                             Thanks, Sue 

 

Acts 11:15 is a brand new ministry that will launch Sunday, Novem-
ber 3rd, at 11:15 a.m. at the Sipe Center Theater in Bridgewater!  Join us for coffee 
with fellowship beginning at 10:30 in the lobby.  Our mission is to reach those who need 
to hear the word of God in a casual, non-traditional church setting, to provide fellowship 
opportunities throughout the week and build lasting relationships with God and each 
other.  To find out more and to volunteer, check out our website at 
www.acts11fifteen.com.  You can also find us on Facebook  and Instagram.  Welcoming 
all to walk more closely with God. 
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“A new command I give you: Love one another.   

As I have loved you, so you must love one another.   
By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”              

 John 13:34-35 
 

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

I wear  the yellow ribbon of hope these days.  Through the ongoing discouragement and disappointment, everyone, 
including me, seems to walk with their head bowed, their speech muffled in intimidation, and their emotions raw for all 
to see and hear.  We are a divided church in an angry nation of torn communities and dysfunctional families.  It hurts to 
write this. 
 

I wear a yellow ribbon of hope; the hope of the resurrection, hope in promise of the Spirit and hope in the 
teachings of the Christ.  No matter the chaos and turmoil we face each day, as Disciples of Christ we will 
persevere.  We will stand together in righteousness, not to waiver in the temptations to join the earthly club 
of false prophets, but rather to answer the Call to love all of God’s children no matter the labor, no matter 
the consequence, no matter the pain. 
 

So I wear a yellow ribbon of hope.  Will you join me?                                                          In Christ, Gordon 
 

(If you need a yellow ribbon come by the office or catch me in my wanderings.  I will have a pocketful. . .) 

Congregational 
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YOU are invited to bring items to District Conference for seniors in our community.  Your support will 
help our local senior citizens who are less fortunate.  Please purchase any of the items listed below and bring 
them to District Conference, Otterbein UMC, Sunday, November 17th: 
 

Hygiene:    Home:    Personal: 
Toothbrushes    Light Bulbs   Trash Bags Non-perishable Snacks 
Toothpaste    Batteries   Zip-lock Bags Coffee (Regular & Instant) 
Body Wash    Toilet Paper   Foil  Tea Bags 
Soap     Paper Towels   Plastic Wrap Drinking Water 
Body Lotion    Laundry Detergent  Paper plates Hand Sanitizer 
Shampoo    Fabric Softener   Napkins Band Aids 
Conditioner    Air Freshener   Plastic Utensils 

 

“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are 

the eyes through which he looks compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with 

which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world. 

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body. Christ 

has no body now on earth but yours.” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Clergy Day Apart with Bishop Lewis:  On Thursday, October 24, United Method-
ist clergy gathered at Virginia State University to “Re-Calibrate,” a day apart 
experience to reconnect, celebrate and have a healing moment with Bishop 
Sharma D. Lewis.  Harrisonburg District Superintendent Victor Gómez is shown 
at this event proclaiming the month of November to wear a yellow ribbon as a 
symbol of hope for church, society, nation, and belief in Jesus Christ. 
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Harrisonburg District Conference 
Sunday, November 17, 2019 * 3:00 p.m. 

Otterbein United Methodist Church * Harrisonburg VA 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Harrisonburg District Conference will be held at Otterbein UMC in Harrisonburg on Sunday, November 17, at 3:00 p.m.  The District 
Conference will take care of business in electing District members of Committees/Boards and elect District Members-at-Large to 2020 Annual Con-
ference, but the emphasis of this conference will be a celebration of District Lay Servant Ministries.  We hope all 55 Lay Servants will be present at 
this district conference to be recognized.  There are three Lay Servants who are Lay Ministers and ten have completed all of the six required 
courses for Lay Speaker Certification.  We will say thank you to Mr. Dale Dodrill who has faithfully served as the Harrisonburg District Lay Servant 
Director for many years and welcome  Mr. Joe Amend, who will assume this position in January 1, 2020.   

 

Lay Speaker Becky Downey will represent the Lay Servants as the presenter at this district conference. Her scripture 
selection is John 1: 3-51 and her message is entitled, “Come and See”.  
                        - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

“Exhorters”* have been part of the United Methodist movement from the beginning, providing supply for absent pastors and often fulfilling roles of 
local preachers.  In 1956, “Lay Speaker” replaced “Exhorter” in labeling this Lay Ministry.  In 1992, a dramatic change was made expanding the 
role to leading, caring, and communicating, nearly every facet of Lay Ministry.  In 2012, the General Conference of The United Methodist Church 
approved legislation to change the name of Lay Speaking Ministries to Lay Servant Ministry. 
 

Lay Servants are important in the Harrisonburg District.  The term “servant” was chosen because it best describes what Jesus told His disciples in 
John 13, after He performed the duties of the lowliest servant:  “After he had washed their feet, had put on His robe, and returned to the table, he 
said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you?  You call me Teacher and Lord and you are right, for that is what I am.  So if I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I have set you an example, that you also shou ld do as I have 
done to you.  Very truly, I tell you servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them.  If you know 
these things, you are blessed if you do them’”  (vv. 13:17) 
 

We should be honored to serve as our Lord and Savior did.  We are called to live out our discipleship as servants in leadership.  The Gospel is a 
life to be lived. 
 

Requirements for Lay Servant Certification are: 
1. Pastor and charge conference approval. 
2. Complete the Basic Course in Lay Servant Ministry. 
3. Take one Advanced Course.  They are:  Leading Worship, Leading Prayer, Discovering Spiritual 

Gifts, Preaching, United Methodist Heritage, United Methodist Polity. 
4. File an Annual Lay Servant Report 
5. Complete one Advanced Course every 3 years. 
6. The intent of the above requirements are to improve the quality of those in leadership positions. 
 

Requirements for Lay Speaker Certification are: 
1. The same requirements as for Lay Servant, plus completion of all six Advanced Courses listed in Number 3 above. 
2. Interviewed with the District Committee on Lay Servant Ministry. 
 

Lay Servants/Speakers have a wide range of functions both in the church and in the community.  The three beliefs of Lay Servant Ministries are 
LEADING, CARING, and COMMUNICATING.  These words describe what Lay Servants/Speakers do in mission and ministry both within and be-
yond the United Methodist Church. 
 

LEADING:  Lay Servants/Speakers ministry leadership has many forms.  It can include leading Bible or other small group studies, leading mission 
endeavors globally and within the community, leading in the ministries of the church, leading in worship settings, and more. 
 

CARING:  Lay Servants/Speakers provide caring presence in all they do.  They may participate in caring and visitation ministries, welcoming 
strangers and new members.  They are to show care and concern to others in a variety of different ways. 
 

COMMUNICATING:  Lay Servants/Speakers are called to share the good news of Christ with others.  This communication can occur in many ways 
such as sharing and encouraging word with those who are suffering, conveying God’s Word through preaching, teaching, and perhaps most impor-
tantly, living their daily lives as followers of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

                                                                                                                                            Dale Dodrill, Harrisonburg Director of Lay Servant Ministry 
* “Exhorters” - the language intended to incite hearers to action, exhort, or encourage 
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From Harrisonburg District Co-Lay Leader Marquetta Mitchell: 
 

CHRISTIANS REACHING ACROSS THE POLITICAL AISLE IN 2020! 
 

It has been my prayer that the Lord will inspire me as to what to write to help inspire all of us 
Christians to stand together in Christ and seek common ground across all political aisles next 
year to choose leaders in our government.  With 2019 being such a year of Great Distraction and 
Great Division, I pray that we not only seek healing and recovery but common ground in which to 
stand hand and hand in agreement next year.  With the 2020 elections and all of its expected 
distractions, the elections can be an OPPORTUNITY to continue to recover, heal and join to-

gether!  Our shared Christian beliefs and values which we all share can be the common ground to lean on together whether we are Democrat, 
Republican or any of the other parties outside of the two party system.  When we see ourselves  as one and the same body of Christ, I believe that 
it is very possible to at least begin our election process by not being defined as a Republican, Democrat or a member of any political party.  WE AS 
CHRISTIANS KNOW that scriptures tell us about the criteria to use to choose good leaders.  “All scripture is God breathed and useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for ‘every’ good work”. . .2 Timothy 3:16.  
Scriptures are very clear.  No matter how bad we think things are, God always has yet another opportunity for us to serve each other and to serve 
Him.  Let us dig  into the scriptures a little bit and review, “WHAT GOD HAS TO SAY” about choosing leaders. 
 

First of all, when I think about how the roles of rulers such as kings, queens, presidents, dictators, etc. of the world developed I think of the conver-
sation that God had with Samuel who was a judge, priest and prophet in the nation of Israel.  As Samuel grew old, Israel wanted a king because:  
1.  Samuel’s sons were not fit to be kings; 2.  the twelve tribes of Israel did not work together well; 3.  The people wanted  to be like other nations 
around them who had kings and who worshipped their gods.  This is exactly what God didn’t want.  Having a king would make it easy to forget that 
God was their real leader and king.  In reality, the people were rejecting God as their king.  They  clamored for a king!  When Samuel prayed about 
this God told Samuel that the people were not rejecting Samuel, but were indeed rejecting Him (God).  (1 Samuel 8:1-22; Deuteronomy 17:14-20). 
God answered Samuel’s prayer by giving Samuel permission for Israel to have a king.  You know the rest of the story. . .their first king was Saul. 
 

I have searched the scriptures and have developed a list of characteristics for leaders that God asks us to include in our decision making:   
1. Everyone must submit himself [herself] to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established.  The au-

thorities that exist have been established by God.  (Romans 13:1) God is still king and ruler of all. . .He is in charge of all presidents, kings, 
queens, dictators, etc. . . . No matter how bad or good things look! 

2. Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord. (Psalm 33:12) 
3. Leaders must have a good reputation, not an polygamist; not promiscuous, self-controlled, hospitable, able to teach/instruct, not given to 

drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money.  Can manage his own family and see that his children obey him 
and respect him.  (If anyone cannot manage his own family or household, how can he manage a government?), sincere, not overly indulging 
in alcohol, honest, keep to the faith, trustworthy, not gossipers, upright, holy disciple (1 Timothy 3:1-14; Titus 1:5-9) 

4. Integrity (Psalms 78:72) 
5. When Moses had a discussion with Jethro, his father-in-law, on how to rule over so many people, Jethro advised the following:  select capable 

men from all of the people to help him. . .men WHO FEAR GOD, who are trustworthy; men who hate dishonest gain (Exodus 18:21-22)  
6. Those who are full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom.  (Acts 6:3) 
7. Do not break oaths, no swearing.  Let your “yes” be “yes” and your “no” be “no”.  Anything beyond that is from Satan.  The leader’s word alone 

should be enough; a person of your word, truthful (no double talk!) (Matthew 5:37; Revelations 3:16) 
8. Serve willingly because it is God’s will; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; one who does not lord their position over others; being an 

example to others/flock; be a good shepherd (1 Peter 5) 
 

I am sure there are others; however, these scriptures stood out to me and are very compelling.  I have served many communities as a financial 
advisor for a number of years.  One of the first things that I learned to do as a financial advisor was to help my clients sift through the distractions, 
the noise and the misinformation of the financial markets.  In a world that is full of noise, misinformation and distractions it was very important that I 
help them sift through all the information to help find what was important and what was not; determine their goals and remain on track to reach 
them.  When clients were distracted by misinformation, noise and other distractions, we quickly reviewed the information, re-focused and got back 
on track quickly. 
 

God has prepared the scriptures to help us know and remember what is important and what is not.  It is so conveniently done in what we know as 
the Bible!  How easy it is for us to open it up and the Holy Spirit show us the right scripture at the right moment! 
 

I am hoping that we as followers of Christ can navigate the noise, distractions, and misinformation that likely 2020 will bring with the election at a 
time when we Methodists are still recovering from the distractions of 2019.  Let us work to stand together and see 2020’s distractions as an oppor-
tunity to refocus and stay on track by: 
 
 

1. Praying that at least some of our candidates honor God. 
2. Praying to God for the candidate of His choice. 
3. Praying that we can first look beyond the political affiliation of each candidate and consider the characteristics 
that scripture has asked us to consider for choosing our leaders. 
4. Consider prayer vigils and bible studies throughout the year to study scriptures like the ones in this article to 
help us to choose who God wants in this election. 
 
And finally consider Luke 6:46. . .”Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord.’ and do not do what I say? I will show you what 

he is like who comes to me and hears my word and puts them into practice.  He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the 
foundation on rock.  When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built.  But the one who hears my 
words and does not put them into practice is like a man who build a house on the ground without foundation.  The moment the torrent struck that 
house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                         Your sister in Christ, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                            Marquetta Mitchell 

District Co- 



                         Harrisonburg District Fall Encounters 
 

The Encounters continued in October with 3 Encounters:  Hannah’s Encounter on October 12th at Asbury UMC; 
Bartimaeus’ Encounter at Bridgewater UMC on October 18th; and on October 26th, Elijah’s Encounter at Evangelical 

UMC.  Pictures are shared on other pages in this newsletter.   There are a number of important reminders for the Encounter yet to be 
held: 
 

1. There will be a Mission Practicum as one of the segments of your Encounter.  We will be building school kits for UMCOR.  The 
cost of this project for all 7 of the Encounters is $9,000.  The district plans on covering 1/3 of the cost of materials.  We ask that 
the charges collect an offering in churches to make up the difference.  We estimate $100 per charge should cover the expenses.  
Of course, increased generosity will be greatly appreciated.  These funds/gifts will be gathered at the worship services in the 
morning and afternoon sessions of the Encounters. 

2. Another segment of the Encounter will be a Leadership Practicum developed from Kouzes and Posner’s The Leadership Chal-
lenge.  This is a very down to earth beneficial leadership experience for clergy and laity alike.  (This Leadership Practicum will 
take place of the Leadership Training Event after District Conference.)  

3. Charge Conference will be an additional component of the Encounters. All Charge Conference forms need to be entered on 
the EVC (Equipping Vital Congregations) on the conference website 10 days prior to your individual Charge Conference 
at the Encounter. For those pastors/charges who have self-identified they cannot meet this deadline 10 days prior to their En-
counter (or if pastors/churches fail to meet this CC form deadline), they will attend a make-up session on November 6th at Wood-
stock UMC at 7:00 p.m.   

4. Remember there is a covered dish lunch at 12:00 noon-1:00 p.m. for morning and afternoon Encounter attendees.  Each 
person attending is invited to bring a dish to share.  The district will provide fried chicken.  The host church needs to identify an 
organization or individual to coordinate the meal activities.  The host church will provide place settings such as plates, knives, 
forks, spoons, and napkins as well as serving utensils, and drinks.   

5. In addition to the sanctuary and  fellowship hall, each host church will provide 3 appropriately sized and accessible classrooms. 
6. The Morning Ministry Encounter will begin at 9:30 a.m. with a brief worship (Holy Communion) service and introduction, fol-

lowed by the charge conference session, leadership practicum and the missional practicum on a rotation basis.  The morning 
Ministry Encounter will close around 1:00 p.m. after the covered dish lunch.  The Afternoon Ministry Encounter begins at 12:00 
noon and ends at 3:30 p.m.; from 12:00 noon-1:00 p.m. the afternoon Encounter will share lunch and fellowship with the morning 
Encounter participants.  The afternoon Ministry Encounter will repeat the rotation process and will close with a worship and com-
munion service.   

7. The Ministry Encounters are a new way of providing fellowship, worship, training, and administration.  Realizing Saturdays in the 
fall are full of competing activities and responsibilities, one half of a Saturday seems a reasonable commitment. 
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November Fall Encounter:  Date, Location & Time 
Charges/Churches 

Encounter Exchanges have been updated in bold letters! 
[Several Charges have requested to have make up Charge Conferences on 

November 6, 7:00 p.m., at Woodstock UMC.] 

 

ANANIAS’ ENCOUNTER 

Saturday, November 2, Verona/Aisle 7  UMC 

7 Charges (10 churches) 

 

9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Annex-Crimora Charge:  Annex & Crimora 

Harriston-Mt. Bethel Charge:  Harriston & Mt. Bethel 

John Wesley 

12:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

New Hope 

Parnassus 

Verona/Aisle 7 

Weyers Cave 

 

October Encounter  

Offering  

amounts will be used for  

School Kits Expenses: 
 

 

 

Hannah’s Encounter  

Saturday, October 12, Asbury UMC:  

$777.82 
 

 

 

 

Bartimaeus’ Encounter 

Saturday, October 19, Bridgewater UMC 

$1,487.00 
 

 

 

 

Elijah’s Encounter 

Saturday, October 26, Evangelical UMC 

$717.00 
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Harrisonburg District’s “LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY” Event Was Well Received!                     
 

The Harrisonburg District’s “Lord, Teach Us to Pray” recently held on October 4th & 5th at Manor Memorial United Methodist 
Church, New Market, Virginia was very well attended and received!  Thanks be to the LORD!  Forty-two participants enthusias-
tically engaged in musical praise, fellowship, delicious meals, and wonderful Holy Spirit-led teaching during this weekend event 
taught by Aldersgate Renewal Ministries (ARM) headquartered in Goodlattesville, Tennessee.  Participants spent some time 

interacting in small groups but the majority of our time was together in plenary sessions.  The weekend was closed with a Commissioning and 
Anointing of participants as “People of Prayer” by the ARM team.   
 

ARM is an international ministry that was “organized in 1978 as the United Methodist Renewal Services Fellowship, Inc. as a network of individuals 
and churches who are praying and working together for the spiritual renewal of the Church.  The purpose of Aldersgate Renewal Ministries is to 
equip the local church to minister to the world in the power of the Holy Spirit” (source:  “Lord, Teach Us to Pray” Seminar, back cover).  Additional infor-
mation about ARM may be accessed at www.AldersgateRenewal.org.  
 

Trained volunteer ARM team members taught on a variety of subjects including, but not limited to, the following major topics and they shared pow-
erful personal testimonies interspersed throughout the teachings: Becoming Prayerful; Lessons from the Prayer Life of Jesus; Tools for Personal 
Prayer; The Promise of Intimacy with God in Prayer; Overcoming Obstacles of Intimacy with God such as unconfessed sin, unforgiveness, disap-
pointment, unbelief, and distorted images of God. 
 

Seven participants received Lay Academy certificates for completing this course which applies to Lay Servant Certification or Recertification.  They 
are Wendell Cochran, Charles Curry, Doreen DeVore, Dale Dodrill, Beverly Lucas Hill, Lee Pugh, and Ginger Turner.  Prayers were prayed on 
behalf of these Lay Servants after they received their certificates. 
 

Six clergy earned one Continuing Education Unit (CEU) for their completion of the course along with a related reading assignment.  They are Erich 
Bennett, Lisa Coffelt, William Glen Early, William Todd Gess, Ellen Martin, and Carl Stewart (Retired).  Prayers were prayed on behalf of these 
clergy members after they received their certificates. 
 

A unique experience for many participants involved praying for one another as others walked through a “Prayer Path” and at the end of the path, 
these individuals immediately jointed the others to pray at the end of the path for others who walked through.  The effect was a solemn one. 
 

Members of the ARM team were Mary Jones, Coordinator; Betty Barrow; Louise Cole; Sherry Crockett; Doug Jones; and Norma Taber. 
 

We are grateful for the support of District Superintendent Victor Gómez and Rev. Bob Talbott for their insightful support and broad oversight of this 
project and the Manor Memorial UMC’s Church Council and Rev. Bass Mitchell for their willingness for this event to be held at Manor Memorial.  
The Harrisonburg District Steering Committee members were Faith Carlson, Registration; Dale Dodrill, Lay Servant Academy; Ellen McDorman, 
Hospitality; Rev. Ellen Martin, Prayer; and Lee Pugh, with team members Rich Church, Tina Davis, and Doug Martin, Praise and Worship.  Butch 
Emerick of Manor Memorial UMC served during the event as head of Church Security and Elizabeth Sawyer, also of Manor Memorial UMC, hosted 
an ARM team member in her home.  - - - Ginger Turner 
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November 2  (Saturday)-Ananias’ Encounter, Verona UMC, 
9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.; 12:00 noon-3:30 pm* 

November 3 (Sunday)-New Harrisonburg District Ministry, 
Acts 11:15, Sipe Center-Bridgewater, 10:30 fellowship; 11:15 
worship* 

November 5  (Tuesday)-Partners in Ministry [PiM], John 
Wesley UMC, 9:00 a.m.* 

November 6 (Wednesday)-Charge Conference Make-Up 
Day, Woodstock UMC, 7:00 p.m.*  

November 7 (Thursday)-Regional Prayer Revival, Mt. Zion 
UMC-Woodstock, 9:00 a.m.*  

November 7 (Thursday)-District UMW Executive 
Committee, Elkton UMC, 7:00 p.m.* 

November 9 (Saturday)-District UMW “Looking Ahead 
Together”, Luray UMC, 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 

November 12 (Tuesday)-Charterhouse School Open House, 
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.  (RSVP: rlaughlin@umfs.org)* 

November 14 (Thursday)-5 Talent Academy, Satellite 
location:  Bridgewater UMC, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.* 

November 17 (Sunday)-DISTRICT CONFERENCE, 
Otterbein UMC, 3:00 p.m.* 

November 19 (Tuesday)-Regional Prayer Revival, John 
Wesley UMC, 9:00 a.m.* 

November 20 (Wednesday)-District Committee on the 
Ordained Ministry, District Office, 9:00 a.m. 

November 21 (Thursday)-Regional Prayer Revival, Aisle 7 
Fellowship-Verona, 9:00 a.m.* 

November 21 (Thursday)-District Council on Ministries, 
District Office, 7:00 p.m. 

 November 27 (Wednesday)-VUMCenter-Glen Allen & 

Harrisonburg District Office closes at 1:00 p.m. for Thanksgiv-
ing Observance 

November 28-29  (Thurs-Fri)-VUMCenter-Glen Allen & 
Harrisonburg District Office closed for Thanksgiving Obser-
vance 

December 5 (Thursday)-Partners in Ministry [PiM] 
Christmas Dinner, Mt. Tabor UMC, 6:00 p.m. gather; 6:30 
p.m. dinner 

December 6-8 (Fri-Sun)-Wounded Hearts-Healing Love 
Spiritual Retreat, Overlook Retreat & Camp Ministries* 

December 11 (Wednesday)-District Committee on the 
Ordained Ministry, District Office, 9:00 a.m.  

December 23 (Monday)-VUMCenter-Glen Allen & Har-
risonburg District Office close at 1:00 p.m. for Christmas Ob-
servance 

December 24-26 (Tues, Wed, & Thurs)-
VUMCenter-Glen Allen & Harrisonburg District 
Office closed for Christmas Observance 

December 27, 30, 31 (Fri, Mon & Tues)-
District Office closed - staff vacations 

January 1 (Wednesday)-VUMCenter-Glen Allen 
& Harrisonburg District Office closed for New Year’s Day 

January 7  (Tuesday)-Partners in Ministry [PiM], Asbury 
UMC, 9:00 a.m. 

January 15 (Wednesday)-District Committee on the Or-
dained Ministry, District Office, 9:00 a.m. 

January 20 (Monday)-VUMCenter-Glen Allen & Harri-
sonburg District Office closed for Martin Luther King Day 
Observance 
 
 * Denotes related  article elsewhere in this newsletter 

                                                        District UMW News:  
 

The Harrisonburg DUMW held their 46th Annual Meeting on October 10th at Keezletown UMC celebrating their 
heritage and 150 year anniversary.  Our speaker for the evening was our VA Conference UMW Social Action 
Coordinator Karen McElflish.  Karen and our District Spiritual Life Coordinator Laura Douglass provided special 
music for the evening.  Awards were given out for our Reading Program, Living into Our Purpose and Mission 
Giving for 2019.  Congratulations to all the units for all their hard work during the past year! 
 

We will end our year with the following events: 
 * Thursday, November 7, District Executive Committee at Elkton UMC, 7:00 p.m.  All committee members, please plan to attend 
 * Saturday, November 9, 9:00 - 11:30  a.m., “Looking Ahead Together” Luray UMC.   We will have information and forms available 
for 202 and updates from our district officers.  Rev. Costella Forney will have our racial justice program speaking on mass incarceration.  The Lu-
ray UMW will provide breakfast.  Everyone plan to attend.  
 * Camp Overlook will be providing a Christmas Dinner on both December 2 & 4 for all UMW in the Harrisonburg Dis-
trict at 12:00 noon.  The cost is $15.50.  To reserve the date for your unit, Please call Camp Overlook at (540) 269-2267.  For more 
information, please contact Sharon Harold.     
                            Wishing everyone a blessed Thanksgiving, Sharon Harold, District UMW President, 540-879-2270 or sharold714@aol.com 

 Partners in Ministry [PiM] will meet on Tuesday, November 5, at John Wesley 
UMC, 9:00 a.m.  The program, Restorative Justice, will be presented by Dr. Carl 
Stauffer, Co-Director of Zehr Institute for Restorative Justice, Center for Justice & 
Peacebuilding at Eastern Mennonite University.  All clergy are encourage to be present. 
 

Pastors, please note: PiM monthly meetings are being scheduled for Tuesdays (instead of Mon-

days) for the remaining months of 2019 and for 2020.                                                     PiM Executive Officers                                                                                          

Partners in Ministry 

Harrisonburg District 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjqqfTZoMvjAhXMct8KHd-pBiUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mzumc.org%2Funited-methodist-women%2F&psig=AOvVaw0CD19oKwCuqjcETPmo3F3c&ust=1563978647145616
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Attending the Harrisonburg District Lay Servants Appreciation Dinner at New Hope United Methodist Church on 

October 16th, was a real blessing.  We were given a warm welcome from Host Pastor Michael Reaves.  New Hope 

UMC served a delicious meal and the family atmosphere made us feel at home. 
 

As we moved to the sanctuary, the presence of God continued to move.  The Ambassadors For Joy were singing 

as we were entering.  The music opened our hearts so that we could worship God in all of His goodness and glory. 
 

Barbara Phillips, a Lay Speaker, took us to the West side of the Sea of Galilee where Jesus was showing compassion to a great 

multitude (5,000 men, plus women and children) who had gathered.  Just as Jesus ministered and fed those gather by the sea-

shore, our hearts were filled by the message presented. 

                                                                                                                            Dale Dodrill, Harrisonburg District Director of Lay Servant Ministries 

                                                                         MISSION CENTRAL NEWS 
                                                            Check out our new website prepared by Bev Earman:   
                                                        http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/  

Visit Harrisonburg District on Facebook: Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 
 

 Harrisonburg District webpage:  www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

 The Harrisonburg District extends Christian sympathy to the Rev. Debra 

Colbert Cline on the death of her husband, Mr. Patrick Neal Cline.  Mr. 

Cline passed away unexpectedly on Friday, October 4, at his residence.  In 

addition to his wife, he is survived by a son, Noah Daniel Cline; and 

stepchildren, Kenneth E. Copeland III, Hunter Scott Duncan and J.D., 

Cameron B. Keatts and Heather; a brother Mark Cline and his wife, Jen-

nifer; 10 nieces and nephews; and his stepmother, Jo Cline. 

A celebration of Patrick’s life was held on Wednesday October 9th, 6:00 p.m., at Donovan Memo-

rial United Methodist Church with Pastor Russell Heinrich and his wife, the Rev. Debra Cline, 

officiating.  Rev. Cline is the pastor of the Singers Glen Charge, Cherry Grove and Donovan 

Memorial United Methodist Churches. 

The Medical Equipment Loaner Closet for 
Caring is becoming more and more a resource 
for persons who need medical equipment for 
short or long term assistance.  Our loaner closet 
depends on you to help make it possible with 
your donations of equipment, supplies and 

money.  I am always amazed at what we receive from the community 
and often at a time when that exact need is there.  We have recently 
received several large donations of sterile wound care supplies and 
these are available in Mission Central.  God’s grace abounds!   
 

We continue to seek volunteers helping with hours we are open to the 
public as well as help in cleaning used equipment and delivery and 
set up of beds.  We continue to be open Mondays 9-11 AM and 
Thursdays 5-7 PM.   
 

Please contact Delores Reid, 540-383-6112, if you are interested in 
helping or have questions.  

Can you believe it, Mission Central’s Chil-
dren’s Clothes Closet has been open one 
year?   
 

We have experienced God’s grace through 
your church’s support.  Your prayers, your 
working hands, your monetary gifts and your 

donations have made the Children’s Clothes Closet a stronger pres-
ence for Christ in the Harrisonburg District.  Thank you for being His 
hands and feet to so many families. 
 

                                                    Blessings, Artie Frederick, 208-7669 
 

Please use our mailing address when 
sending donations: 
 

Mission Central, Inc. 
Post Office Box 2026 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

Wounded Hearts - Healing Love 

December 6-8, 2019 * Camp Overlook 

Spiritual Retreat for the single again from  

divorce, separation, or death. 

 

Please see attached information. 

Charterhouse School Open House 

Tuesday, November 12, 2019 

4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

RSVP: rlaughlin@umfs.org or 540-984-

6266  by November 5, 2019 

 Please see attached information. 
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Harrisonburg District on the web at 
www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

Harrisonburg District on Facebook at 
Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 

Virginia Conference on the web at 
www.vaumc.org 

                  
                    DISTRICT NEWS 

                      Harrisonburg District 
                     Virginia Annual Conference 
                 The United Methodist Church 

 

40 South Gate Court  ◊  Suite 101 
Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

 

Office Phone:  (540) 433-2382     
Call/Text DS:  (202) 285-5767 

 

Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez  
District Superintendent 

HarrisonburgDS@vaumc.org 
 

Rev.  Gordon K. Meriwether 
District Director of Congregational Vitality 

GordonMeriwether@vaumc.org 
 

Brenda Pack Woods 
 Administrative Assistant 

harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org 
 

 Five Talent Academy draws near!   The theme for this year’s 
5 Talent event is Engage 2019:  Community Transforma-
tions. There are two events: one just for clergy and one for 
clergy and laity.  Wednesday, November 13 will be a clergy-

only Pre-event at Woodlake UMC, and will feature Bishop Ken Carter, Florida Confer-
ence UMC.  He will speak about redefining the UMC connection and evangelism, the 
role of fresh expressions, and how to shape missional relationships in the current cul-
tural landscapes.  Thursday, November 14, will be the main clergy and laity event at 
Woodlake UMC and live-streamed to 11 satellite locations around the state. [The Harri-
sonburg District’s satellite is Bridgewater UMC.]  Bishop Carter will be preaching and 
along with several other speakers.  For additional information on speakers and registra-
tion visit https//www.vaumc.org/5Talent Academy  [source: Sunday Advocate-October 20, 2019] 

 

General Conference Elected 

Clergy:          
General Conference Elected Laity:                

Tom Berlin Warren Harper 

Lindsey Baynham Martha Stokes 

Meredith McNabb Shirley Cauffman 

Rob Vaughn Darlene Amon 

Rhonda VanDyke Beth Christian 

Mark Ogren Alison Malloy 

Grace Sun-khil Han Marshall Bailey 

F. ELizabeth Givens Jill Gaynor 

Jason C. Stanley Joshua Blakely 

G. Kirk Nave Jacob Paysour 

Jonathan Page Mark Elder 

CONFERENCE NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

The Older Adult Council of the Virginia Annual Conference is 

your resource for all ministries to, for, by and with older 

adults, including Baby Boomers.   Members of the Council are 

here to offer programs on Spiritual Legacy, Sacred Circle 

Dance, Olde Time Revival, Grief Support, Conversations for 

the Adult Children of Older Adults, Discipleship in the Older 

Years, and the regionally held Faithful Aging Conference.  At 

the jurisdictional level the annual Festive of Wisdom and Grace at Lake 

Junaluska offers training and enrichment for all seniors in the Southeast 

Jurisdiction.  A bibliography is available on the conference website under 

Older Adult Ministries, which is enjoying the leadership of the Center for 

Next Generation Ministries.  The page can be found at https://vaumc.org/

OlderAdults  For more information, please contact Suzanne Spencer at 

schmidley711@gmail.com.                                  [source:  e-mail October 16, 2019] 

Kingsway will need volunteer gift wrap-
pers for our Apple Tree Project, gifts for 
children of inmates.  We are in need of 
toothpaste, not over 6 oz individually 
boxed and Jr. 5 X 8 legal pads as well as 
volunteers to put labels on and package 
them for the individual prisons for the 
inmates’ Christmas.  Please contact Pat 
about scheduling wrappers:  kingswaypa-
for@gmail.com or 540-433-5658, or Pam 
and Louise about inmate gifts, kingsway-
outreach@hotmail.com.  Also, needed are 
cash donations to purchase the approved 
Lip Balm.  If you like to address Thanks-
giving cards or Christmas cards, volun-
teers can do those also.   Our Apple Tree 
location will be in the space between 
Ollies and House of Oak this year.  We will 
start working in that location around the 
2nd week of November.  Thank to those 
that helped last year and we hope you will 
be back for this season. 
                            Louise Jennings, Director 

As Hurricane Dorian wreaked havoc on the Baha-

mas, United Methodist Committee on Relief

(UMCOR) awarded a solidarity grant to Bahamas 

Methodist Habitat, the Disaster Ministry of the 

Bahamas Conference of the Methodist Church.  

The grant provides immediate, emergency short-

term funding to address the basic human needs of those affected by this catas-

trophic storm.  Join with UMCOR by donating to our disaster response and 

recovery funds.  Thank you for your continued prayers and support. Give to 

International Disaster Response and Recovery Advance # 982450. 
                                                                                 [source:  Sunday/Advocate-October 20, 2019] 

2020 All God’s Children Camp dates set!  At this camp, children, ages 7-
12, with an incarcerated mother or father, spend a week participating in 
camp activities.  Partnering with Virginia United Methodist camps, All God’s 
Children Camp provides a week of sanctuary for children who face many 
challenges in their lives. Check out the dates below and then pray about 
becoming one of the 90 mentors needed to make this summer camp possi-
ble. Contact Lori Smith at littlelori@gmail.com or 571-245-9591.  Visit http://www.vaumc.org/
agcc for details and to download applications. 
 

June 14-19 @ Camp Chanco on the James (Richmond area) 
July 26-31 @ Occohannock on the Bay (Eastern Shore) 

August 9-14 @ Camp Chanco on the James (Richmond area) 

https://heartoflongmont.org/announcement/this-sunday-is-umcor-sunday/

